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NEWS SUMMARY 


DR. CHARLES HOLDEN has been invited to submit a design 
fora new building on the Gaiety Theatre site, Aldwych. p. 591 
471 A TOWN PLANNING APPEAL against the City Corpora- 
tion’s delay in granting permission for a new building it was 
stated that the cause of the hold-up was a directive from the 
Minister on the replanning of the St. Paul's area. p. 597 
THE ANNUAL REPORTS of the New Town Development 
Corporations disclose a vear of substantial progress. p. 607 


PROPOSALS FOR NEW BUILDINGS to meet the needs of 


engineering faculties at Cambridge University, shortly to be 
submitted to the Senate, will not be such as to prejudice the 
plans for the beginning of the Sidgwick-avenue site, the retiring 
Vice-Chancellor has announced. p. 610 





COHESIVE PLANNING 


WITH no exaggeration it may be said that the vast 

development schemes which are being undertaken 
in various parts of the world and of which the famous 
Tennessee Valley Authority scheme is the prototype. con- 
stitute one of the most important and exciting features 
of the twentieth century. For the architect and town plan- 
ner they present an unparalleled opportunity for cohesive 
development which may even take the form of designing 
Whole cities and of building them on what are virtually 
Virgin sites. To exploit the architectural, town planning 
and other opportunities which these schemes afford, it is 
clearly important that some body should he created con- 
cerning itself with research, the training of personnel and 
other matters specifically connected with these projects. 
The decision taken by the International Conference on 
Regional Planning and Development (whose proceedings 
are reported on another page) to establish such a centre is, 
therefore, to be warmly welcomed. 
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Not the least advantage of such a centre is that it will 
provide a meeting place for the various experts who are 
usually called in to advise on regional development. 
Specialists often tend to be imprisoned within the bounds 
of their own expertise and to find difficulty in communicat- 
ing with experts from other fields. It is, perhaps, ominous 
that at the Regional Planning Conference some of those 
who contributed to the discussions complained that their 
own particular specialisms were not given sufficient pro- 
minence. Forceful claims were made by representatives 
of political science, land use surveys, budgetary control, 
ecology and social science, each for a more important 
role in regional planning. If the proposed centre is not to 
become a battleground of warring specialisms, each intent 
on capturing regional planning for itself, then something 
must be done to persuade the various experts to work 
together and to develop among all those working in this 
field that elusive, but supremely important, quality which 
Patrick Geddes used to call the “ synoptic view.” 

The other great danger which besets planning is that 
it will become bureaucratic and remote from the people 
on whose behalf it is undertaken. It was refreshing to 
find the Conference vividly aware of this danger and that 
already in many parts of the world active attempts are 
being made to overcome it. It seems that the more closely 
ordinary people can be involved in planning decisions, 
and especially if they can make some concrete and personal 
contribution to the actual process of building, the more 
interested and enthusiastic they become. It is not easy 
to interest backward and predominantly illiterate popula- 
tions in vast planning schemes, but when, as in the Indian 
Community Project, these schemes can be brought down 
to the village level, there are obviously considerable 
reserves of energy and enthusiasm which can be directed 
to the task of social and material development. 

It is unfortunate that the Conference ran into political 
difficulties which resulted in the withdrawal of some 
individual participants and of some official support. What- 
ever may be said about the political charges which were 
brought against the Conference’s preparatory committee, 
it ought to be clearly recognised that one inescapable con- 
dition for the success of the proposed centre and of regional 
planning itself is that both should be conceived in com- 
pletely apolitical terms. 


THE FUTURE OF COMPETITIONS 


(THE statement issued by the English Electric Company 

clears up the uncertainty in the matter of the new 
building proposed on the Gaiety Theatre site which has 
existed since the limited architectural competition was 
decided in February last. Then the two distinguished 
assessors, Sir Percy Thomas and Mr. J. Murray Easton, 
selected the design of Mr. Gordon Tait, of the firm of 
Sir John Burnet, Tait and Partners. Shortly afterwards 
rumours began to gain currency that some, at least, of the 
the company’s directors did not favour a design which 
made a most creditable attempt to link a spinal plan to the 
peripheral treatment of the adjacent Marconi House. The 
announcement, which indicates that the company and Mr. 
Tait have parted company, though on good terms, and that 
Dr. Holden has been invited to submit a design, shows 
that the rumours were well founded. We understand that 
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the design which Dr. Holden will submit will follow closely 
the scheme for a building with an internal courtyard pre- 
pared by him some two years before the competition was 
held, and will maintain harmony with Marconi House. 
Views of this model are illustrated. 

This development raises two matters of special interest. 
The first is its effect en the architects concerned. There 
is no doubt that the promoting company have acted within 
their rights in deciding to accept none of the nine designs 
submitted in the competition, and so far from being capri- 
cious in their attitude to the matter, the directors seem 
to have shown more than ordinary understanding of the 
problems, practical and aesthetic, involved. The question, 
reduced to simplest form, was whether to erect what is 
in effect an addition to an existing building in a style which, 
while in disharmony in plan and treatment, would avoid 
the internal courtyard which to-day is out of favour, or 
whether to sacrifice something of efficiency in favour of 
achieving a harmony with the plan and existing Norman 
Shaw elevations of Marconi House. The English Electric 
directors, by a majority vote, have decided on the latter 
course, and for those who will regret the loss of Mr. Tait’s 
stimulating scheme there will be as many who believe that 
architectural propriety will be better served by a design 
more in keeping with the other comparatively new build- 
ings in Aldwych. Mr. Tait wins high commendation for 
his integrity in declining the offer to redesign on a peri- 
pheral rather than a spinal plan. All parties, in fact, 
come out of the affair without loss of credit. 
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The second point raised by this new development jg jts 
effect on the competitive system. Of the post-war archj. 
tectural competitions only a handful has avoided radica) 
criticism by promoters and public, and none has escaped 
some adverse comment by brother architects. Is this Not 
to be expected when there is so much division of opinion 
even among architects themselves, on what is architecture? 
Is it reasonable to expect laymen, even though intelligent 
and interested in art matters, to agree among themselye; 
in a matter of what is good and appropriate design when 
the experts disagree so radically and consistently? The 
heyday of the architectural competition may well have bee 
in those more settled days before 1914 when competitions 
were won largely on their plans. To-day, when architec. 
ture has become news and even the clerk and shop-assistant 
hold opinions on what design should be, it is difficul 
to find two people together who share the same point 
of view. The Competitions Committee of the RIBA might 
well consider whether they ought not in future to advise 
intending building owners against selecting an architect 
the competition system, at least for a period of years, and 
until architectural thought becomes more stabilised. If 
that system is already outmoded, then no harm will be 
done by its suspension; if on the other hand it is regarded 
as valuable, if only because of the opportunity it tradj- 
tionally offers to the young architect seeking to establish 
himself, then it becomes the more important that the 
system be given an opportunity to recover itself from the 
low place which at present it occupies in public estimation, 
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THE GAIETY SITE BUILDING. As announced on facing page, the English Electric Company have decided not to proceed with the 

design by Mr. Gordon Tait which was placed first by the assessors in the recent limited architectural competition, but to invite Dr. 

Charles Holden to submit a scheme for the development of the Gaiety Theatre site. On the left is Mr. Tait’s competition design, and 

on the right and on facing page are views of a model of a scheme by Dr. Holden, prepared before the competition was held; itis 
expected to form the basis of the design which Dr. Holden will submit, 
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THE GAIETY SITE 


Dr. Holden to Submit Design 


HE English Electric Company has 
asked Dr. Charles Holden, FRIBA, 
to submit a design for a new building on 
the Gaiety Theatre site, at the west end 
of the Aldwych, where it joins the 
Strand. _ ; 

When the site was originally acquired 
py the company, Dr. Holden also sub- 
mitted designs for the building which was 
to be erected there. In view of the im- 
portance of the site, however, it was 
decided subsequently to hold an archi- 
tectural competition and the adjudi- 
cators gave first place to the design 
submitted by Mr. Gordon Tait, of Sir 
John Burnet, Tait and Partners. 

A period of very careful consideration 
and appraisal by those concerned fol- 
jowed in which the harmony between the 
eontrasting styles of the existing buildings 
and that of Mr. Gordon Tait’s design 
featured largely. In consequence, the 
English Electric Company decided to ask 
Mr. Gordon Tait if he would consider 
creating another design, on a peripheral, 
as distinct from the spinal plan, upon 
which his prize-winning design had been 
based. 

Mr. Tait, while appreciating the reasons 
for this request, decided that he would 
prefer to free the company to engage 
another architect for the project. The 
negotiations were conducted in_ the 
friendliest manner on both sides, since 
all parties were aware that the discussion 
centred round the eventual appearance of 
the Aldwych site as a whole and did not 
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View from above of model of Dr. Holden's design, which carries on the main lines of 
Marconi House. 


affect the company’s deep appreciation of 
both the practical and the aesthetic 
qualities of Mr, Tait’s design. 

The decision noted above ends uncer- 
tainty which has existed since the competi- 
tion was decided in February last. It became 
common knowledge that not all the English 
Electric board of directors were in favour 
of the wianing design with its spinal plan 
a plan which would have been admirable 
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had the site of Marconi House next doo1 
also been included in the rebuilding scheme, 
which it was not. Dr. Holden was at work 
on a desiga for some years before the compe- 
tition was mooted and was not directly associ- 
ated in the design entered for the competition 
by his firm. We illustrate views of a model 
prepared of Dr. Holden’s scheme; it is 
expected that this will be the basis of the 
design he will submit, though, as time may 
permit, he may make minor refinements. 
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The Strand elevation and (right) Aldwych elevation of Dr. Holden’s design, showing how the new and old buildings would be linked. 
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Notes of the Week 


OLD AND NEW AT YORK 
“OUR major building operations in 
York’s main street, Coney-street, are 
going ahead so fast that the city’s 
archaeologists are having a busy time, 
writes a correspondent. The builders are 
rapidly changing the face of what is one 
of York’s narrowest and busiest thorough- 
fares. Two bomb sites are being used 
for building new shops and offices, a new 
road has been carved through buildings 
to make way for a multiple store and 
not far away a Cinema is rapidly disap- 
pearing ready for expansion by Messrs. 
Woolworths. Much of the demolition 
has been complicated by the fact that 
the building line is almost on top of the 
road and the old buildings were anything 

from three to five storeys high. 

Three of the sites run across what was 
York’s first building line—the old Roman 
wall—and parts are coming to light as 
the foundations go down. The wall will 
probably remain in the cellars of the new 
buildings as a curious old addition to the 
20th-century structures. 


AA EVENTS 


THE ARCHITECTURAL ASSOCIATION have 
planned a varied and interesting pro- 
gramme for October and November. On 
Saturday, October 8, there is to be a visit 
to the Bank of England Printing Works 
at Debden, designed by Messrs. Easton 
and Robertson. Coaches leave the AA 
in Bedford-square at 9.30 a.m. and return 
at 1.30 p.m. (tickets 5s.). 

On October 12, at 6.30 p.m., Mr. Pat- 
rick Moore, FRAS, will give an informal 
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illustrated talk on “ A Planned Flight to 
the Moon” (tickets not required). A 
musical evening follows the next day, 
when Mr. Max Lock will give a piano- 
forte recital, beginning at 8 p.m. (tickets 
2s. 6d., students Is.). 

The annual general meeting will take 
place on October 26, at 8 p.m., with an 
address by the president, Mr. Bryan 
Westwood. The same day will also see 
the opening of the exhibition of Mem- 
bers’ Sketches, which continues until 
November 18 (entries close October 19). 
Another informal illustrated talk is 
booked for November 7 at 6.15 p.m. on 
* Journey to Spain—Andalusia and Cata- 
lonia,” by Mme. Olga Ford (tickets not 
required). 

A symposium on “The Problem of 
Cars in Housing Areas” is to be held on 
November 16 (tickets Ign.). On Novem- 
ber 30, at an ordinary general meeting, 
Mr. H. S. Geodhart-Rendel is to talk on 
* Architectural Memories, 1905-1955.” 


MIDDLE EAST TRADE 
OpporTUNITIES for industrialists and 
exporters to expand their trade with 
the Middle East oil countries, referred to 
last week by the Minister of State, Board 
of Trade (Mr. Low), include among them 
chances for the building trade which have 
already been tested by some of the more 
progressive firms of contractors. For the 
most part, the rulers of these oil-bearing 
states are wisely spending their recent 
wealth on the development of their terri- 
tories, and as this amounts at present to 
well over £200m. annually, and should 
exceed this in future, opportunities offered 
to the constructional trade are obviously 
considerable. The view is held among 
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some that these markets are either too 
easy or too difficult; the truth Possibly jg 
that there are fewer obstacles to trade jn 
the Middle East than in many othe 
markets but that successful operation 
depends on a first-hand study of |ocaj 
conditions and needs. For those contrac. 
tors and suppliers who take the trouble 
to find out what Persia, Iraq and the 
Persian Gulf territories require, the re. 
wards should be rich. These markets may 
well take up some of any slack that may 


be caused by the economic brake now be. | 
ing applied in the United Kingdom. 4 | 
first call for further information should | 


be made on the Board of Trade. 
RESEARCH DATA 

THE SECTIONAL LIST No. 3 of DSIR 
publications issued by the Building Re. 
search Station and other research stations, 
now published by HM Stationery Office, 
is something which should be in every 
architect’s and constructor’s office. Not 
only does it provide a means of quick 
reference to sources of published technical 
and research data which of itself is jn- 
valuable, but serves to remind a forgetful 
industry of the immense amount of 
original research that has been put in 
over the years by the Department for the 
benefit of the industry. The list has been 
revised to July last, and a grading system 
assists the user to know whether the 
publication is suitable for non-technical 


readers, for senior students or for 
advanced. research’ workers and 
specialists. Other information — given 


helps the technician to make the fullest 
use of the work done on research. Copies 
of the list from HMSO. 





MULTI-STOREY CARPARK, BIRMINGHAM. Birmingham Corporation is looking into the financial aspect of 4 


scheme for the erection of a multi-storey carpark proposed for a site in Moor-street. 


The building, shown above in a per- 


spective drawing by Miss D. Jackson, would accommodate 1,000 vehicles and would cost about £1,200,000. Nine floors 

and the roof would be available for parking, and shops, offices and licensed premises would be included. An annual loss of 

about £40,000 is estimated if a charge of 3s. 6d. per day were made. The design is the combined work of the City Engineer 
and Surveyor (Sir Herbert Manzoni) and the City Architect (Mr. A, G. Sheppard Fidler, BArch, FRIBA). 
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4“ CANTHUG — 


“And how, Sir, are you 

affected by this 10 per cent. 

overloading in the building 
industry 2?” 





COMING EVENTS 


FRIDAY, OCTOBER 7 
VICTORIA AND ALBERT MUSEUM Memorial Exhibi- 
tion of the Work of Mr. E McKnight Kauffer 
V. & A. Museum, London, SW7. 10 a.m. to 6 p.m 
daily (Sundays, 2.30 to 6 p.m.) Continuing until 


November 2 
SATURDAY, 
ARCHITECTURAL ASSOCIATION 
England Printing Works, Debden 
Bedford-square, WC1, 9.30 a.m 
INSTITUTION OF STRUCTURAL ENGINEERS (MIDLANDS 
COUNTIES BRANCH).—Annual dinner and 
evening. The Botanical Gardens, Birmingham 
MONDAY, OCTOBER 10. 
_RICS.—** Valuation of House and Houses 
Flats for Rating Purposes,” by Mr. H. D 
TD, FRICS, @, Great George-street, SW1 
INSTITUTION OF 
BrRANCH).—Annual dinner and 
House, Bath-street, Glasgow. 
LMBA (NorTH-EFASTERN 


night 


OCTOBER 8 
Visit to 
Coach 


Bank of 


leaves 36, 


ladies’ 
6 p.m 


and 
S. Stiles, 
5.30 p.m. 
STRUCTURAL ENGINEERS (SCOTTISH 
dance. Burlington 


BRANCH) 
Dorchester Hotel, W. 


TUESDAY, 


Annual ladies’ 


6.30 p.m 
OCTOBER 11. 

HousING Centre.—** Housing in Chandigarh,’’ by 
Mr. E Maxwell Fry, FRIBA, 13, Suffolk-street, SWI 
1.15 p.m, 

ILLUMINATING ENGINEERING 
address by Mr. A. G. Higgins. Royal 
Albemarle-street, WI 6 p.m. 

BUILDERS’ CLERKS’ BENEVOLENT INSTITUTION 
annual dinner. Café Royal, Regent-street, WI 

WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 12. 

LONDON MASTER BUILDERS’ ASSOCIATION (CENTRAI 

AkEA No. 1).—Luncheon and general meeting 


Derry and Tom's Restaurant, Kensington High-street, 
W8. 1 p.m, 


THURSDAY, OCTOBER 13. 


LMBA (CENTRAL AREA No, 3).—Students’ 
apprentices’ prize distribution. Royal 
London 5.30 p.m. j 


Presidential 
Institution, 


SOCIETY. 


69th 
7p.m 


and 
Exchange, 


ARCHITECTURAL 


ASSOCIATION.—Pianoforte recital by 
Mr. Max Lock. 


36, Bedford-square, WCI. 8 p.m. 
FRIDAY, OCTOBER 14. 

ee -Exhibition on ‘* The Use of Pulverised 
hn Ash, by Central Electricity Authority 66, 
ortland-place, WI. Mondays-Fridays, 10-7; Satur- 
days, 10-5. Closing October 21, 

CEMENT AND CONCRETE ASSOCIATION.—'‘* Concrete 
and Structural Form,” by Professor Pier Luigi Nervi. 
niends’ Meeting House, Euston-road, NWI. 6 p.m. 
_, CARPENTERS’ Company.—Dinner and annual prize- 
pa of the Building Crafts Training School. — Dis- 
co" ie by Admiral Sir William Andrewes, KBE, 
4 DSO, President, Royal Naval College, Green- 
wich. Drapers’ Hall, London. 6.00 for 6.30 p.m 
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CORRESPON DENCE 
CRITICISM OF THE TRADE 
To the Editer of The Builder 


SIR,—Your correspondent Mr. H. J. 

Crowe (your issue of September 
30) is to be congratulated on a letter 
which proves that'he has made a careful 
study of the “get-by” tactics so com- 
mon to-day. It was apt insomuch that it 
appeared in the same issue as that which 
reported Mr. Laurence J. Holloway’s 
reproaches of what he describes as unin- 


formed critics. We all know that Mr. 
Holloway (who -is president of the 
IL.MBA) took particular exception to 


certain passages from a BBC radio serial 
“The Archers,” which seemed to him to 
stigmatise the youth in the building 
trade to-day as careless or without proper 
supervision Or both. The lad was sup- 
posed to have thrown some used paint 
cans into a stream and so brought about 
the poisoning of cattle. Incidentally, is 
there enough lead in paint nowadays to 
have such an effect? 

Of course the youth of to-day apes the 
older workers, even as we did our elders. 
(Note the different respect I pay here!) 
Anyway, he has no other way of learning 
in the vast majority of cases, and youth 
in any walk of life is encouraged and 
expected to appiy self-teaching in this 
manner. 

The microscopicafly small proportion 
of both past and present apprentices in 
the trade to-day makes it certain that 
most will only be like Simon Cooper 
with Miss Caro! Gray, just “fetch and 
carry and take orders.” The majority of 


small firms—family, one trade. and the 
like—have neither the facilities nor the 
economic security to give a full and 
comprehensive {raining to a lad, and 
these “small .fry” firms form = an 
astonishingly high proportion of our 


industry, probably employing as much 
as 60 per cent. of the total available 
labour. In any case a building trade 
apprentice can pnly be deferred and not 
exempted by reason of such apprentice- 
ship from eventual compulsory service. 

One must add to this a high propor- 
tion of youths who are shepherded into 
the trade by Employment Exchanges. 
Welfare Officers and similar guidance 
organisations at a time when it is mani- 
festly clear thet the lad has no oppor- 
tunity whatsoever of being indentured. 

How can idealist schemes for the 
training of adult operative promotees 
as foremen, supervisors and managers 
prove successful when the raw material 
has still to pick up simple elements and 
unburden unsound habits and knowledge 
imbued when the mind was very supple? 

No, Mr. President! ‘“ The Archers ” 
are both typical and topical. 

; H. E. CAMPBELL. 
40, St. Pauls-road, London, NI. 
FINAL ACCOUNTS 
To the Editor of The Builder 

SQIR.—From the letter of “ Lancastrian ” 

in your last issue it does seem that my 
aim was too good. Instead of stinging 
the flank and’ goading into constructive 
action, I scored a bull’s-eye and only suc- 
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ceeded in producing a resounding bellow. 
I hope that other less sensitive readers 
may accept the suggestions in my letter as 
a serious attempt to find a solution to one 
of the most grievous problems in the 
building industry to-day. 
H. M. STAFFORD. 
Hazel Grove, Cheshire. 


USE OF PALLETS IN BUILDING 
To the Editor of The Builder 


QIR.—The leading article in your tssue 
of September 23, regarding the use 

of pallets for handling building materials 

raises some very pertinent questions. 

In the concrete block-making industry, 
considerable progress has been made of 
late years in the mechanisation of pro- 
duction methods. Many factories are 
highly mechanised, using conveyors and 
gravity-feed rollers to remove the green 
blocks from the block-making machine, 
overhead gantry cranes and stillage trucks 
for stacking, and fork lift trucks for load- 
ing on to lorries. A lorry can be loaded 
in a matter of minutes at the works, but 
on site it is an entirely different matter. 
After the usual waiting time whilst it is 
decided where the lorry is to go and who 
is to unload it, the units are removed one 
by one; sometimes the lorry driver is left 
to unload by himself. 

In the USA the situation is very differ- 
ent, although in some cases it appears to 
be the manufacturer rather than the con- 
tractor, as suggested in your article, who 
organises the unloading. At the first 
International Congress of Pre-cast Con- 
crete held in Brussels last year, a repre- 
sentative of what was claimed as _ the 
largest block-making firm in Ameri¢a gave 
a description of the production methods 
in this plant. It is naturally fully auto- 
matic, from the winning of the pumice 
aggregate, 175 miles from the block- 
making works, to the site, which might be 
300 miles from the works. Co-operation 
between the contractor and the manufac- 
turer is apparently obtained by the manu- 
facturer informing the contractor where 
and when the blocks will be delivered, so 
that the loads can be prepared accord- 
ingly. The blocks are then unloaded by 
means of a crane attached to the lorry, in 
the same time as taken to load at the 
factory. 

In this country “ delivery on good hard 
road adjoining site” can often be inter- 
preted as any road in which the lorry will 
not sink more than axle deep. 

Manufacturers of all types of building 
materials are, | am sure, only too anxious 
to co-operate with the contractor, but 
until such time as_ building sites are 
organised to receive palleted goods and 
the manufacturer can be assured that the 
pallets will be returned to him, there is 
not much hope of extending mechani- 
sation outside the factory. 

Surrey. TECHNICAL OFFICER. 


SIR LEIGH ASHTON TO RETIRE 

THe Ministry of Education have an- 
nounced the retirement, because of ill- 
health, of Sir Leigh Ashton from the post 
of director and secretary of the Victoria 
and Albert Museum, South Kensington. 
This will take effect on October 20, on 
which day he will be 58. 
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Front elevation. Below : Garden elevation. 


“ NORVICA,” GILHAM’S AVENUE, BANSTEAD, SURREY 


Architect 
EDWARD BANKS, FRIBA, FRSA 


Builders 
S. T. HARDMAN & CO., LTD. 
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Living-room. The mural was carried out by Mr. R. P. Mills, ARIBA. 





HIS house is built in the pleasant residential area 

surrounded by Cuddington golf course, and 

near the site of the ancient Roman settlement of Nork, 
from where its name is derived. 

Traditional construction is employed, with the 
external walls of 11 in. cavity brickwork. Some 
cherry-red facing bricks are used, but generally the 
walls are treated with stone paint. ‘The roof is 
covered with double Roman tiles. ‘Thermoplastic 
tiles are used in the ground-floor rooms, while the 
floors upstairs are close-carpeted on boards. Walls 
generally are plaster finished and distempered in 
pastel shades with the kitchen and bathroom painted. 

The house was completed in 1953, the contract 
price then being £2,022. 


*“ NORVICA,” GILHAM’S AVENUE, 
BANSTEAD, SURREY 
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USES OF ARCHITECTURAL CERAMICS IN POLAND 


By WITOLD SZOLGINIA (condensed from Sklo i Ceramika, Warsaw, July, 1955) 


TTPHERE is considerable interest in 

Poland in the use of ceramics for 
protective and decorative finishes to both 
housing and public buildings. Informa- 
tion has been published by the Institute 
of Urbanistics and Architecture on the 
basis of two years of research, and speci- 
fications for ceramic cladding units have 
been issued by the Bureau for Studies and 
Projects in Municipal Building. The 
Institute for the Glass and Ceramics 


Industry, and the Institute of Industrial 
Design are also actively interested in the 
question. A factory in Wroclaw is this 
year producing prototype ceramic facing 
elements for use in a Warsaw housing 
district. 











Fig. 1.—Section of wall made from 
perforated structural wall blocks. 


The author of this article suggests the 
lines that Polish production of ceramic 
facing elements is likely to follow, in a 
survey based on current Russian _pro- 
ducts. There is an excellent basis for mass 
production of ceramic units in Poland, 
which has good indigenous resources of 
suitable clays. 

Terracotta is a material very widely 
used in manufacture, combining as it 
does the advantages of plasticity, light- 


al & 





Fig. 2.—Types of facing slabs: (a) usual type of twin slab ; 

(b) single slabs formed by division of twin slab ; (c) twin right- 

angle slab ; (d) single right angle slab after division ; (e) types 
of rib on reverse side of slabs. 


ness,,,cheapness and durability. Other 
materials used include majolica, faience, 
porcelain, clinker and stone chip. 
Types of Ceramic Unit 
(1) FACING BRICKS AND BRICK 
MOULDINGS 

Facing bricks are used for surfaces 
which are not to be plastered or painted. 
They are of two main types: 

(a) Facing bricks laid at the same 
time as the rest of the wall and tied 
in with it; and 

(b) facing bricks not built into the 
fabric of the wall. 

Colour is either that of the natural 
fired clay or imparted with mineral 
colourings. The surfaces ‘are prepared 
both by hand and by machine. In the 
former case, patterns are produced with 
brushes or metal combs, or by means 
of dies, engraving, hammering or gravel 
casting. Machine patterning of the sur- 
face is done by means of presses fitted 
with various tools. 

Cornices, mouldings, various borders, 
plinths, etc., are also produced, and these 
vrick mouldings can be used vertically 
or horizontally. 


(2) CLADDING SLABS AND BLOCKS 

These are of the following types: 

(a) Perforated structural wall blocks 
with their own facing ; 

(b) slabs and blocks for facing sur- 
faces without ties with the wall fabric ; 

(c) slabs and blocks for facing walls 
by integration with the wall fabric. 

The use of perforated structural wall 
blocks (Fig. 1) is similar to that of other 
similar units. 

Fig. 2 shows the use of the usual type 
of facing slab for walls without ties with 
the fabric of the wall. They are produced 
in the form of twin slabs and divided 
either down the middle or diagonally 
after firing. The reverse side is ribbed for 
good bonding ; metal ties are also used 

in facing walls with 
o/ these slabs—the ties fit 
into openings in the 
length of the ribs. The 
dimensions of the slabs 
are limited mainly by 
production difficulties. 
A proportion of  be- 
tween 1:1 and 1:7 
between the sides is 
accepted as the opti- 
mum for avoidance of 
distortion, 

Two types of slab are 
sometimes used in con- 
junction, one course 
being set horizontally 
into the wall and acting 
as support for the verti- 
cal course. 

So far as facing slabs 
tied into the fabric of 
the wall are concerned, 
these are usually L 
shaped and perforated. 
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Fig. 3.—Perforated L-shaped slabs : (q) 

twin ridged slabs ; (b) single ridged slab : 

(c) front and reverse sides of slab with 
* egg-box ”’ pattern. 


According to the type of press used, they 
are turned out either in pairs or singly, 
The base of the “ L” serves to tie these 
units into the wall. The backs of some 
types are ridged for good bonding, and 
these have channels running the length 
of the inner surface of the slab (see 
Fig. 3). In others, the back has an “ egg- 
box” pattern, while the edge of the base 
of the “L” is punctured with a series 
of square holes. Sections of these slabs 
can be used in the facing of pilasters, 
etc. The insulating values of these per- 
forated slabs are higher than those of 
plain slabs. 


(3) DECORATIVE DETAILS 


Certain clays can be used for model- 
ling a variety of decorative elements: 
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Fig. 4.—Part of elevation showing use 


large cladding units. 
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(a) Architectural detail: cornices, 
decorative borders, brackets, etc., can 
be produced either as single slabs, or 
composed from several slabs. 


(b) Ornamental ceramic detail: 
friezes, panels, medallions (for interior 
yse), etc.; large ceramic friezes and 
panels can be produced in several 
separate pieces and mounted later in 
their entirety. Frequently the less 
complicated work is done mechani- 
cally, and plaster detail is added by 
hand when the ceramic decoration is 
actually in position. 


(4) LARGE CLADDING UNITS 

These are adapted for mechanised 
mounting processes. Phey can be used 
ina Wide range of temperature condi- 
tions, and can serve both as infilling for 
seel-frame buildings and for facing 
(Fig. 4). 

They consist of two parts: ceramic 
facing and ferro-concrete backing. The 
upper edge has sockets in which the 
lower edge of the next unit rests. When 
used for infilling, metal tongues in the 
ferro-concrete backing are linked to 
brackets in the steel frame. 


CITY PLANNING APPEAL 
Scheme Held Up by Minister's 
Directive on St. Paul’s Area 


AT the Guildhall, 
“™ September 23, before Mr. R. B 
Walker, FRIBA, MTPI, an_ Inspector 
appointed by the Minister of Housing and 
Local Government, Bernard Sunley In- 
vestment Trust, Ltd., appealed against the 
failure of the City of London Corpora- 
tion to give a decision on an application 
for planning permission to erect a new 
building for office and banking purposes, 
with a banqueting hall/restaurant, on a 
site bounded by Cannon-street, Distaif- 
lane, Knightrider-street and Old Change, 
in the City of London. 


London, EC, on 


It was stated in the course of the inquiry 
that planning permission had previously been 
granted to the Exchange Telegraph Company 
for the erection on the land of a building 
having basement, lower and upper ground 
floors, and four upper floors, for use as a 
bank with offices above and printing pro- 
cesses in the basement. The Exchange Tele- 
graph Co. subsequently disposed of their 
interest to the appellants, who then prepared 
revised drawings. 

The building which the Exchange Tele- 
graph Co. would have erected, and for which 
planning consent had already been granted. 
was purpose-designed and would have had a 
block width of 70 ft. The appellants, how- 
ever, proposed to reduce this block width to 
50 ft. and, by a reduction in floor height, to 
secure one extra floor in the same height of 
building. After discussion with City Cor 
poration officials they submitted these revised 
drawings and the Corporation, having by this 
time appointed Sir William Holford to re- 
consider the lay-out and treatment of the 
atea around St. Paul’s Cathedral, referred the 
Matter to him. 

Sir William Holford intimated to the Cor- 
Poration that he had no objection to the use, 
height or volume of the proposed building 
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but said he had received an instruction from 
the Minister of Housing and Local Govern- 
ment to hold over express approval of de- 
tailed elevations, particularly at ground floor 
level. He therefore felt unable to recom- 
mend approval of building lines or elevations 
which might prejudice free consideration of 
the problem of the St. Paul’s lay-out. 

The City Corporation had conveyed this 
information to the appellants, who now 
appealed against the failure of the Corpora- 
tion to give a decision. 

The City Planning Officer informed the 
Inspector that but for the Minister’s direct 
instruction in the matter he would have been 
prepared to recommend approval of the 


appellant’s scheme, subject to further con- 
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sideration of detailed elevations and traffic 
arrangements, 

The Minister’s decision, which he was 
asked to expedite in view of the long delay 
that has already taken place and the desire 
of the appellants to proceed with the scheme 
as quickly as possible, will be announced in 
due course. 


NEW CITY HALL 

A DESIGN is being prepared by Pro- 
fessor A. E. Richardson, FRIBA, presi- 
dent of the Royal Academy, for the 
reconstruction of Merchant Taylors’ Hall, 
Threadneedle-street, City. The former 
hall was burnt out by incendiary bombs 
during the war. 





TWO NEW CAIRO HOTELS. 





The perspective drawings of these two hotels now 


under construction in Egypt form a nice contrast in design. The Nile Hilton building, in 
Cairo, follows the international form which the Hilton group is building in several 


parts of the world. 


Shepheard’s, which replaces the world-famous Cairo hotel burned 


down in the riots three years ago, retains something of the Oriental character of its 


predecessor. 


The Egyptian State Tourist Administration is supporting the construction 


of these new buildings as well as a number of smaller hotels. 
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Detail of main entrance. 


A FACTORY AT HAROLD HILL, ROMFORD, ESSEX 
for 
P. C. Henderson, Ltd. 
THESE premises, which comprise a factory and offices, 


are twice the size of the clients’ old factory at Barking, 
where they had been operating for 34 years. Land was 


ALAN W. PIPE & SONS, acquired on the new London County Council Industrial 
FRICS. LRIBA. Estate at Harold Hill, on the main London to Colchester- 
perenee road, between Romford and Brentwood. The scheme was 

renitects put in hand in 1952. 
The site——Three and a half acres of comparatively level 
LESLIE A. JOHNSON, land was acquired for the present and future building and 
Assistant-in-Charge the client and authorities asked that the more interesting 


elevations should face the Colchester-road. The LCC 
; assisted in this planning problem by constructing a cul-de- 
MAHON & SCEARS, sac road from the Estate-road to the front building line. 
ee ewes Plan (generally).—A two-storey office building is linked 
with the single-storey five-bay north-light roof factory by 
T. BEDFORD, MICE, MIMcechE, the entrance hall building which contains the main recep- 
Consevsional Comsat tion area, a staff room and works canteen grouped around 
a small tea kitchen. 


ene: es A large lorry yard is constructed to the north of the site 
. E. SYMES, LTD., ; fac Z eer. : ‘ Pee 
Builders for delivery and despatching purposes and parking space 
for cycles and cars is provided at both works and office 

entrances. 


Office plan.—The general offices are on ground-floor level, 
and, since there is considerable inter-office communication 
between this level and the first floor, the two staircases are 
placed so that time wasted in walking between the offices 
is of a minimum. 
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The office building from south-west and (below) from south-east. The paved forecourt to the building, facing south, 
is popular with the administrative staff in summertime during lunch periods. 
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The entrance hall. 








The Chairman’s room. 
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General interior view of the factory. 


The chairman’s room, boardroom 
and directors’ offices occupy the 
rooms facing south on the first floor, 
the overhanging roof forming a sun- 
trap to the windows. A_ large 
drawing office occupies the remain- 
ing floor area on the north side. 

Structure.—Foundations are of 
mass concrete bases with ground 
beams, since the sub-soil is clay. 
Factory precast units were consid- 
ered as being the quickest form of 
erection and as much precast work 
as possible was designed into the 
building. 

The office buildings are con- 
structed of load-bearing brick piers 
with precast concrete floor units 
at first floor and _ precast, pre- 
stressed roof units with insulation 
of precast vermiculite slabs. To 
avoid wastage of floor area in the 


factory the stanchions supporting 
the roof structure were kept to a 
minimum by having alternate roof 
trusses supported on the valley 
beams. 

The roof and temporary end wall 
are in combined asbestos sheeting. 
Plaster work throughout the entire 
job, at the owners’ request, is re- 
duced to a minimum. 

Finishes.—The office partitions are 
of Stramit and part glazed so as to 
light the central corridor. Facing 
bricks are used as wall decoration 
in the entrance hall and canteens. 

Emulsion paint selected from the 
Munsell range of colours is used on 
the office partitioning, the colours 
being in sharp contrast with linoleum 
floor covering. 

Factory walls and concrete frames 
are in white distemper. Distinctive 
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colours are used on the various 
supply services to the factory to 
enliven a usually dreary area and to 
assist the maintenance staff. 

The external colour scheme is of 
Buckinghamshire multi-colour fac- 
ing bricks with panels of mustard- 
coloured rendering and white con- 
crete cantilevers and mullions. 

Water storage tank rooms on the 
roofs are dark blue and_ black. 
Window frames and doors are 
painted in light and dark grey oil 
paint. 

Services—The buildings are 
heated by a low-pressure hot-water 
system with oil-fired boilers, the 
factory with overhead convectors 
and the other buildings with hospital 
type wall radiators. 

The domestic hot-water _ boiler 
serves only the works lavatory, the 
office lavatories using a system from 
a water storage tank heated by the 
main heating system in the winter, 
and by an electric immersion heater 
in the summer. 

Fluorescent lighting is used 
throughout the building. A special 
trucking system is used in the factory 
and the duct is the means of supply- 
ing power to the lines of machinery. 
This system was chosen to avoid 
breaking the granolithic floor should 
future development necessitate the 
reorganisation of the machinery. 


Following is a list of sub-contractors : 

Precast concrete frame, R. E. Eagan, 
Ltd.; precast concrete floors, Concrete, 
Ltd.; patent glazing, asbestos walling, 
sanitary fittings, quarry and wall 
tiling, B. Finch and Co., Ltd.; metal 
windows, Rustproof Metal Window 
Co., Ltd.; linoleum flooring, Great 
Metropolitan Flooring Co., Ltd.; heat- 
ing, Stitson, White and Co., Ltd.; 
electrical work, Girdlestone and Co., 
Ltd.; staircase balustrading, Grundy 
Arnatt, Ltd.; panelling, Laszlo Hoenig 
Constructions, Ltd.; ironmongery, Yan- 
nedis and Co., Ltd.; precast-concrete 
fins and sign, Precast Utilities (London), 
Ltd.; lettering, The Lettering Centre; 
flag pole, Piggott Brothers and Co., 
Ltd.; cycle racks, Alfred A. Odoni and 
Co., Ltd.; terrazzo work, Marriot and 
Price, Ltd.; crane and gantry, Morgan 
Liftways and Powerways; Walterisation 
plant, A. E. Griffiths (Smethwick), Ltd.; 
asphalt, Lawford Asphalte Co., Ltd.; 
glass dome, T. and W. Ide, Ltd.; 
acoustic tiling, Burgess Products Co., 
Ltd.; and partitioning, R. May and Son, 
Limited. 


FACTORY Ar 
HAROLD WOOD, 
ROMFORD, ESSEX 
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: HOUSE AND SHOP AT THE NURSERIES, KEMPSTON 
Architect Builders 
a | r 7 7, + tT. — my . 
: JOHN GEDGE, FRIBA A. FENSOME & SON 
HE house stands in a nursery garden, and, although framed and covered with cedar wood shingles. The 
small, is planned to give a feeling of space. A large ground floor is of solid concrete with a waterproof 
living-room acccmmodates a collection of old furniture, © membrane and covered with cork tiles. The bathroom 
: and has a hatch connecting it to the kitchen, where a__ is also cork tiled, and the remaining first-floor rooms 
: Rayburn cooker serves for cooking and hot water. have boarded floors. The walls are lime plastered and 
, The external walls are of 11 in. cavity brickwork  distempered. The outbuildings were existing, but were 
; faced with rustic bricks in lime mortar and coarse in a bad state of repair; they were re-roofed and 


, sand, finished with a flat joint. The roof is timber covered with cedar wood shingles and the shop in front 
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The shop from the entrance to the site. 


and the lavatory at the rear were added. The joinery 
work was carried out by the main builder. Following 
is a list of sub-contractors: 

Electrical installation, Kempston Electrical Co., Ltd.; 
floors, Eldorado Cork Tile and Insulation Co., Ltd.; roofs, 
W. H. Colt (London), Ltd.; metal windows, Crittall Manu- 
facturing Co., Ltd.; plasterer, J. Hughes, Ampthill, Beds: 
pavings, Leighton Buzzard Concrete Co., Ltd. 


HOUSE AND SHOP AT THE 
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Ground- and first-floor plans of the house. 
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News of the Week 


MEDICAL SCHOOLS’ EXTENSIONS 


PROPOSALS have been made for the 

provision of improved accommoda- 
tion at two of London’s largest medical 
schools. The Middlesex Hospital Medical 
School is to be rebuilt, possibly on a site 
at the Cartwright estate adjoining the 
annexe out-patients’ department, and a 
gift of £400,000 has been made towards 
the scheme by Colonel J. J. Astor, chair- 
man of the medical school council and of 
the hospital board. It is hoped that the 
University of London and the Uni- 





versity Grants Committee will provide 
,dditional funds so that building opera- 
tions need not be delayed. ; 

The second scheme comprises the 
erection of an extension to King’s Col- 
lege Hospital Medical School, Denmark 
Hill, SE. The building will be on land at 
the western end of the school and con- 
struction will be carried out in two stages, 
the first costing £90,000. Provisional 
plans for stage two include a small 
clinical lecture theatre. The scheme, pre- 
pared by Pite, Son and Fairweather, 
AA.RIBA, has been approved by the 
University of London, and it is hoped 
to start building in the spring. 


HOUSE-BUYING HAZARDS 

IN view of the resumption of large- 
scale slum clearance, local authorities 
have been asked by the Minister of 
Housing and Local Government, Mr. 
Duncan Sandys, to assist in protecting the 
public from ill-advised purchases of 
older houses likely to be included in slum 
clearance schemes. He has specially in 
mind people who wish to buy for their 
own occupation, including tenants who 
are considering the purchase of the homes 
they rent. 

The Minister advises local authorities 
in a circular: (1) to issue a general re- 
minder to the public through the Press, 
and in any other way they think proper, 
that they are preparing a comprehensive 
programme of slum clearance; and to 
make such other statements from time to 
time as they think fit; and (2) to advise 
those who are proposing to buy older 
houses in the district to make inquiries at 
the council offices in order to find out 
whether they will be affected by the slum 
clearance programme, The council’s 
object, it is stated, should be to give the 
inquirer as much information as they 
reasonably can to help him in making his 
decision. 


NORTH DOWNS SCHEME 


A DEMAND for the rejection of the latest 
plan for development on the Trosley 
Towers estate, near Wrotham, has been 
made to Kent County Council by the 
Committee for the Preservation of Rural 
Kent. The new plan is the fifth, the four 
previous ones having been rejected. It 
has been prepared by Mr. G. Langley- 
Taylor, FRIBA, on behalf of Mr. E. E. 
Shahmoon, the estate owner. 

In a letter to the county council, the 
CPRK say: “the CPRE would prefer to 
see no development here; and they have 
left this matter in our hands.” Mr. 
Langley-Taylor’s plan is now on view at 
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County Hall, Maidstone. It is said to 
provide for about 650 houses and flats. 
This development, the CPRK maintain, 
would be of suburban or urban charac- 
ter, not the “village character” laid 
down. 

The plan, it is stated, does not comply 
with the spirit or the letter of the county 
council’s conditions. There is no justifi- 
cation, it is contended, for any develop- 
ment on the estate, which is described as 
part of the only virgin block of the North 
Downs near Rochester, Maidstone, and 
the Medway Valley. 


NEW BARBICAN PROPOSALS 


THE New Barbican Committee, meet- 
ing in London on September 29, decided 
to appeal to the Minister of Housing and 
Local Government against the formal re- 
fusal by the Corporation of London of 
consent to the committee’s proposals for 
the development of the Barbican site. 


GUILDHALL AT WREXHAM 


THE Royal Fine Art Commission has 
passed its judgment on the plans for the 
proposed £114,000 Guildhall at Wrex- 
ham, and has intimated that the plans 
are suitable for the purpose and position 
selected. Wrexham Council is to inform 
the Ministry of Housing that it is pre- 
pared to go ahead with the scheme and 
to invite tenders for the works. The 
Ministry has already held an inquiry into 
the application, and has_ expressed 
approval in principle. 

CHANGE OF ADDRESS 

THE Royal Fine Art Commission have 
moved from 22a, Queen Anne’s Gate, 
SWI, to 5, Old Palace Yard, London, 


SWI. The telephone number remains 
Whitehall 3935. 
PRIVATE ARCHITECTS 

DONCASTER Education Committee has 
recommended that, in view of the urgent 
need of the two Sycamore schools and 
the heavy commitments of the Borough 
Architect’s Department, private archi- 
tects and quantity surveyors be appointed 
for the work. 


‘FUN IN BUILDING” 


Mr. DonaLpD Gipson, CBE, ARIBA, 
Nottinghamshire County = Architect, 
speaking at a meeting of the Nottingham 
Adult Education Centre on September 
23, put in a plea for the return of the 
painter and sculptor to adorn our new 
towns and cities. He said: ‘ Unless there 
is some fun in building there is not much 
good in building anyhow. In medieval 
days men built things for joy, not just to 
keep people warm or dry.” 
UNIVERSITY LECTURES 

A courRSsE of two lectures in architec- 
ture is to be given this month at London 
University by Professor Jacques Gréber, 
professor at the Institute of Town Plan- 
ning, Paris University. They will take 
place in the Architecture Theatre of Uni- 
versity College, Gower-street, WC1l, at 
5.30 p.m. on October 24 and 25. The first 
will deal with “The Co-Existence of 
Tradition and Modern Tendencies ”; the 
second will discuss “ The Co-ordination 
of Architecture and Town Planning.” 
Admission will be free, without ticket. 
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_ Another lecture of interest to the 
industry which is to be held at London 
University is that on “Economics of 
Clean Air,” to be presented by Sir Hugh 
Beaver at Senate House. This will be 
given at 5.30 p.m. on December 1, and 
the chair will be taken by Professor Sir 
William Holford, FRIBA. 


IES PROGRAMME 

THE programme of meetings of the 
Illuminating Engineering Society in Lon- 
don and in the provinces for the new 
session has just been issued. 

The London programme opens on 
October 11, when the new president, Mr. 
A. G. Higgins, will present his presi- 
dential address entitled “The Society 
and the Citizen,” at the Royal Institution 
at 6 p.m. 

The programme also includes the fifth 
Summer Meeting of the IES, which is to 
me at Harrogate from May 8-1], 

56. 


LECTURES PROGRAMME 


A CHRONOLOGICAL LIST of lectures to be 
presented during the period 1955-56 has 
now been published by the Cement and 
Concrete Association, 52, Grosvenor- 
gardens, SWI. The programme includes 
a talk on “ Housing in Chandigarh,” by 
Miss Jane Drew, FRIBA, at the Housing 
Centre, Suffolk-street, SWI, at 1.15 p.m. 
on Tuesday, October 11. Owing to 
unavoidable overseas engagements, 
Miss Drew will not be able to attend, 
and the lecture is to be given in her 
absence by her colleague, Mr. Maxwell 
Fry, CBE. 


PROFESSIONAL ANNOUNCEMENTS 


Mr. G. A. Jetticoe, FRIBA, P-PILA, MTPI, has 
taken into partnership Messrs. ALAN BALLANTYNE, 
ARIBA, AADipI!., F. S. CoLertipce, DSC, ARIBA, 
AADipI., and JaMrs Dartrorp, ARIBA, AADipl., 
and states that in future the firm will be known as 
Messrs. G. A. Jetticoe & PARTNERS. 

Messrs. WAKEMAN. TROWER & PARTNERS, quantity 
surveyors, of 47, Bloomsbury-square, London, WCi., 
have announced that Mr. L. C. WAKEMAN has retired 
from the partnership, by mutual agreement, as from 
October 1, 
taken 
stvle 


and that Mr. Prtek Trower has been 
into partnership as from that date. The 
of the firm remains unchanged. The firm 
have also announced that they have recently opened 
an office in St. Paul’s House, St. Paul’s-street, Leeds 
1. and that Mr. Joun L. Guturie. ARICS, has been 
taken into partnership in this office. 


FROM “THE BUILDER” OF 1855 
Saturday, October 6, 1855 

A COLLEGE FOR ARCHITECTURAL Dip- 
LOMAS.—Many years since, Mr. Bartho- 
lomew strove earnestly in the Builder to 
awaken the profession, to arouse the In- 
stitute, and to arrange means whereby 
diplomas might be not only granted—as 
by a chartered body—but that without 
the possession of which it would be crimi- 
nal for anyone to pursue the practice or 
calling of architect. . . . When we find 
in large letters upon huge spaces of brick- 
walls, as well as upon captivating door 
and window plates, “Architect and 
Builder, Surveyor, and General Agent, 
Auctioneer and Appraiser. N.B. Rents 
collected,” surely it is high time for us 
to act. Let us memorialise her most 
gracious Majesty for a charter to enable 
us to found a college duly furnished with 
the necessary professors’ chairs, and re- 
cognised professors to fill them. 

W. WIGGINTON. 


+". Bartholomew 
Builder,” 





was the second Editor of 
succeeding Hansom in 1843. 


“ The 
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Regional Planning and Development 
A PERMANENT CENTRE TO BE ESTABLISHED 


HE “International Conference on 

Regional Planning and Development ”’ 
was held at Bedford College, London, 
from September 29 to October 2. The 
Conference ran into something of a 
political storm shortly before it was due 
to commence, and as a result a number 
of participants withdrew, some _last- 
minute changes were made in the pro- 
gramme and the presidential address, 
which was to have been delivered by 
Madame Pandit, the High Commissioner 
for India in the UK, was cancelled. In 
spite of these setbacks the proceedings 
went smoothly and most of the principal 
features were unimpaired. 


The two main purposes of the Confer- 
ence were the consideration of a proposal 
to establish a permanent centre for 
regional planning and the presentation 
and consideration of four papers dealing 
with various planning schemes. As re- 
gards the first of these it was resolved 
to establish a centre whose activities 
should “ include, inter alia, the setting up 
of a documentation service; the under- 
taking of research and field surveys; the 
investigation of problems concerning the 
availability of suitable experts, education, 
training, personnel; and the establishment 
of a meeting place.” A committee of 32 
members was elected to put this reso- 
lution into effect and to report back to 
the Conference within a year. 


TVA IN PERSPECTIVE 


The first of the principal papers, entitled 
“The Tennessee Valley Authority in Per- 
spective,” was delivered by Dr. Edward 
Ackerman, the former Assistant General 
Manager of the Authority. 

Dr. ACKERMAN noted that in 1933 the Ten- 
nessee Valley section of the SE United States 
was, compared with the country as a whole, 
an underdeveloped region not unlike many 
areas elsewhere in the world which were now 
eme-ging from colonial dependence. To 
meet the responsibility of developing the 
region, the TVA was given only three real 
powers—to construct river control works 
and electric power transmission lines; to 
authorise, or prevent, the construction of 
non-Federal works on the river, and the 
power to obtain properties necessary for the 
conduct of its business. As a result of its 
severely limited powers the Authority had 
developed certain features, notable among 
them being a decentralised approach to plan- 
ning, a cultivation of the technique of demon- 
stration, the concept of an indivisible water 
contro] system and a completely integrated 
electric power system, as well as the consist- 
ent employment of a few ‘‘ leverage ” devices 
to turn plans into action. 

In assessing the success of the enterprise 
Dr. Ackerman noted that control of the river 
is now almost complete with 40 dams built 
on the river and its tributaries. The generat- 
ing plant at these dams will, by 1957, consti- 
tute a system of ten million kilowatts capa- 
city with ten million miles of transmission 
lines. Now every community and 93 per 
cent. of the areas farmed receive cheap elec- 
tricity. In addition, farming had been diver- 
sified, the health of the inhabitants much im- 
proved, and the per capita income in the 
region increased between 1933 and 1953 by 
539 per cent. Of the problems still remain- 
ing forestry is the most acute, as only 13 





per cent. of the land in need of reaforestation 
in 1933 had been dealt with so far. 

In the following discussion Mr. G. B. 
MASEFIELD questioned the wisdom of devot- 
ing resources to the intensive development of 
one region rather than to the country as a 
whole. Mr, B. M. NICELEScU noted that the 
TVA was initiated at a time when there were 
idle resources, whereas to-day there is full 
employment. Mr, J. L. SERvaAiIs drew atten- 
tion to budgetary problems, claiming that 
there appeared to be no clear principle in the 
repayment of loans in respect of the TVA. 


INDIAN DEVELOPMENT 


Mr. T. SWAMINATHAN, ICS, a Minister of 
the Indian High Commission to the UK, 
spoke on “ The Indian Community Develop- 
ment Project.” He said that although India 
had many projects involving heavy invest- 
ment and advance scientific techniques, it 
was felt that these projects would not, at least 
at the outset, touch the daily lives of the 
large rural population. The Community 
Development Project was started in 1952 as 
an attempt to bring about a gradual trans- 
formation of life in the village by enlisting 
the co-operation of the people themselves in 
their own betterment. 

The programme began with project areas 
all over the country covering 25,264 villages 
with a population of 16.4 million. By 1961 
it is intended that every village in the country 
will be included in the scheme. Fields 
covered by the programme include agricul- 
ture, communications, health and education. 
Villagers are also being trained in improved 
building techniques and, in congested areas, 
to develop new housing sites. Mr. Swamina- 
than conceded that certain valid criticisms 
could be made of the scheme but claimed 
that overall significant progress had been 
made throughout the country with 2} million 
acres of land already reclaimed and nearly a 
million acres brought under irrigation, over 
16,000 miles of roads built and some 6,000 
new schools started. Although these physi- 
cal results were striking, the speaker sug- 
gested that the most important feature of the 
scheme was that it had been made possible 
by voluntary effort and enthusiasm. 

In the discussion MR, MorDECAI EZEKIEL 
observed that India had now a somewhat em- 
barrassing surplus of food since agriculture 
was outstripping industrial production. Mr. 
ARTHUR LING inquired about land ownership, 
claiming that in his work he had found that 
the power to buy land at least was essential 
to proper development. 


VOLTA RIVER PROJECT 


Mr. JOHN G. LIVERMAN, of the Volta 
River Project Preparatory Commission, had 
prepared a paper on this project which was 
read for him by Dr. G. P. Wibberley. Sum- 
marising the framework of the project, Mr. 
Liverman noted that the river basin com- 
prises an area of some 150.000 square miles 
and that the construction of a dam at Ajena, 
where the river flows through a narrow 
gorge, would create an artificial lake about 
3,000 sq. miles in area enabling over 4m. 
kilowatts of electricity to be generated. The 
bauxite deposits of the Gold Coast are 
known to total over 200 million tons and the 
electric power made available would be 
enough to operate a smelter producing over 
200,000 tons a year of aluminium metal from 
these deposits. 

The speaker outlined the various investi- 
gations undertaken into problems likely to 
arise in connection with health, diet, agricul- 
ture, labour and communications. In con- 
nection with housing and town planning he 
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observed that a town of some 50,000 People 
would be required to house the permens 
community arising from the project. Sinn 
more workers would be required for the re 
struction than for the operation of the Ho 
ject a major programme of temporary hoy. 
ing was envisaged. On the technical ag ct 
of housing, research had been conducted int 
basic design requirements including alien. 
ment and roof and window design in Reh. 
tion to climate, into insulation Standards 
insect proofing and the selection of building 
materials, ; 

The subsequent discussion was enlivened 
by some trenchant economic criticism from 
Dr. T. BALOGH who complained of the dilj. 
tory approach to the project, pointing oy 
that “even in India industrial output ros 
by half in the time discussions about the 
Volta were ‘actively pursued ’.” 

The final paper was presented by an 
Italian sociologist, DR. CaRLo Docuio, ang 
was devoted to regional planning in Italy 
with special reference to the region of lyre, 


After the showing of a brief introductory | 


film, Dr. Doglio gave a 
account of regional planning 
where, although regional planning was pos. 
sible under existing law, little was done prin- 
cipally, he thought, because of the difficulty 
in acquiring land for planning purposes, — 
The regional scheme with which he was 
principally concerned had arisen from the 
planning of Ivrea, a small manufacturing 
town of 18,000 inhabitants. The planners, 
consisting mostly of architects, became cop- 
vinced as a result of their work that they 
could not prepare an adequate plan for the 
town without taking the surrounding region 
fully into account and without the assistance 
of a wide range of human and scientific 
studies. Dr. Doglio laid stress on the import: 
ance of ensuring that the people themselves 
should participate in planning decisions and 
on the avoidance of any form of paternal. 
ism. To this end they had, in Ivrea, estab- 
lished community centres which sought to 
act as “rallying points of their neighbour. 
hoods” and as_ counterweights 
authority centred in the Olivetti factory— 
the town’s principal source of livelihood, 
In a discussion Dr. G. P. WIBBERLEY sug: 
gested that too much weight was given to 
land tenure problems, and claimed that great 
advances in agricultu-al efficiency had been 
made by adapting new techniques to small 
holdings rather than by adapting the size of 
holdings to new techniques. Mr. K. H. 


rather gloomy 


BARUTH thought that the community centres | 


in his country | 


— 


to the & 





should be in close proximity to homes and | 


to this end suggested the increasing of hous 
ing densities. 

In addition to these principal papers a 
number of short papers were read; there was 


an exhibition of maps and_ photographs | 


illustrating various regional schemes; anda | 


number of relevant films were shown. 


STAINED GLASS EXHIBITION 


+ RR 


IN AN EXHIBITION of his recent work, | 


Mr. Gordon Webster is showing in 


Walkers’ Galleries, New Bond-street, WI. | 
until October 12, several stained glass | 
windows prior to their being fitted into | 


the churches for which he has made them. 
He uses the brilliant colours of the medi: 
eval craftsmen, and the lead in some cases 
forms a flowing pattern. 
also showing full-size drawings of some 
of the windows he has made for Glasgow 
Cathedral and the design for the east 


window in the Garrison Church, Singi: | 


pore. One full size drawing shows Wil- 
dows he has made for a_newly-buil 
church in contemporary style, and the 


colours range through the spectrum from | 


white and palest blue to rich ruby re 
and purple. 


Mr. Webster is | 
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Annual Reports of the New Towns 
A YEAR OF SUBSTANTIAL PROGRESS 


HE annual reports to the Minister of 
T Housing and Local Government of 
the Development Corporations of the 12 
New Towns in England and Wales estab- 
lished under the New Towns Act, 1946, 
now published (HMSO, price 15s.), pro- 
yide a substantial record of progress and 
of earlier difficulties surmounted. Ex- 
tracts from the individual reports are 
given below. 


AYCLIFFE 


Five hundred and ninety houses were 
comp'eted during the year, of which 267 
were built by the Corporation’s direct 
labour department. Many of the houses 
were narrow-front houses, specially de- 
signed to cut down the cost of construc- 
tion and to economise in site develop- 
ment, “and they have proved popular, 
due, no doubt, to their comparatively low 
rents. In spite of serious efforts to stabi- 
lise the rents of houses by the lowering 
of standards and greater density of de- 
velopment . . . we have now reached the 
limit to which standards can be reduced 
or density increased. ... An appreciable 
increase in rents of houses completed in 
future is therefore unavoidable.” 

The demand for lock-up garages has 
increased rapidly, and is now equal to 
20 per cent. of the houses in the town. 
The Corporation were still unsuccessful 
in their efforts to persuade private inter- 
ests to finance and build a cinema in the 
Town Centre. 


BASILDON 


The outstanding feature of the year 

has been the speeding up of the housing 
programme, with the result that only 
some 15 months elapsed between the 
opening of the 1,000th house in Decem- 
ber, 1953, and the completion of the 
2,000th at the end of March, 1955. The 
programme for the next three years pro- 
vides for the construction of 6,000 
houses. “This exceptional acceleration 
of house-building, combined with the 
other forms of development, will com- 
pletely transform the appearance of the 
New Town.” 
_ The report states that, with the addi- 
tion of the Ghyllgrove neighbourhood 
and the increased densities to which the 
Corporation is now working, the eventual 
population could well exceed the figure 
of 80,000 for which the Master Plan 
was prepared. “ This is a problem which 
will have to be resolved in the near 
future.” On industry, the report says it 
is important that there shall be no delay 
in providing factory accommodation if 
companies are not to go elsewhere. In 
particular it is regarded as most desir- 
able that the small standard type of nur- 
sery factory of 2,000 sq. ft. should be 
built in advance of requirements, so that 
potential industrialists can see what is 
offered and take speedy occupation. 


BRACKNELL 


Houses cempleted during the year 
numbered 543. “ The standard of tenant 
Occupying the Corporation’s houses con- 


tinues to be very high. They keep their 
houses in good decorative repair and 
make good use of the land available to 
them. . Their level of wages is high 
and there are far more applications for 
garages than there are available. It is 
clear that in the areas remaining to be 
developed the percentage of garages must 
be raised.” Rents depend not only upon 
type and size of house, but on location, 
amenity and size of garden. The rent 
of the improved Standard I house (the 
minimum standard the Corporation con- 
sider desirable in a New Town) is 37s. 
a week. 

A suggestion that it might prove pos- 
sible to provide community halls for the 
neighbourhoods if 1d. a week were added 
to house rents “ was not greeted with any 
great enthusiasm.” 


CORBY 


The rate of construction and develop- 
ment during the year was substantially 
the same as in the previous year. “ Pro- 
gress, while not unsatisfactory, would 
have been greater but for the pressure 
which the very high rate of activity now 
prevailing in the building and construc- 
tion industry is beginning to create on 
available supplies both of labour and 
materials. The Corporation’s programme 
for the coming year is somewhat greater, 
and every effort will be made to achieve 


it. 

Efforts have been made to attract 
speculative builders or owner-occupiers 
to build houses on land specially set aside 
for this purpose. The response, however, 
has been disappointing. ‘ Private house 
ownership would contribute towards a 
balanced population, and the Corpora- 
tion is continuing to study the problem.” 


CRAWLEY 


Houses built by the Corporation to let 
during the year numbered 1,609. “ Prob- 
ably the most outstanding event of the 
year has been the commencement of the 
Town Centre and the opening of the 
Pedestrian Shopping Way in Broad Walk 
leading from Crawley High-street to the 
new Queen’s-square.” 

The report states that the population 
of Crawley is “extremely stable,’ and 
that out of 4,270 dwellings occupied at 
December 31 last those who moved be- 
cause “they could not assimilate their 
conditions” numbered only 38. 

With the exception of two groups of 
““no-fines ” houses the Corporation has 
continued to build a wide variety of 
traditional-houses embodying the use of 
the range of good facing bricks indigen- 
ous to the locality. “It is the Corpora- 
tion’s experience that the use of non- 
traditional methods of construction offers 
no saving in cost over the well-designed 
traditional house.” 

The Corporation is to expand the 
policy, which has met with success, of 
providing houses for sale through the 
disposal of sites to house-building organi- 
sations for development on a previously 
agreed basis. 


CWMBRAN 


During the year just over 700 houses 
were completed but, in common with the 
other Corporations, they were seriously 
hampered by bad weather (Cwmbran 
recorded 64.7 in. of rain in 1954). Details 
are given of plans for the proposed Town 
Centre, which will contain “a type of 
shopping centre new to South Wales, 
which includes such features as the use 
of pedestrian precincts, all-weather pro- 
tection by continuous canopies and the 
adequate provision and siting of car 
parks and a-bus station.” 


HARLOW 


During the year, 1,979 dwellings were 
completed. The emphasis was on “ new 
traditional” construction of which 
various types have been introduced. The 
Corporation wishes to encourage resi- 
dents to become owner-occupiers, but 
“the response has not been great.” 
Strenuous efforts have been made to pro- 
duce a really low-cost house. Eventually 
a design was produced, to be built in new 
traditional materials, which uses in part 
cross-wall construction and effects econo- 
mies on various items such as plumbing. 
An unforeseen problem has arisen in the 
developed areas because the provision 
made for private garages has proved in- 
adequate. Planning reservation was 
made on the basis of one garage for every 
five standard dwellings . . . “the need 
now appears for a much larger percent- 
age of the dwellings to have garages.” 

The Corporation welcomes the Minis- 
ter’s recent statement urging planning 
authorities to provide areas of green belt 
round urban development, and it is 
hoped that “the green belt around the 
town will be jealously protected and its 
amenities fully preserved.” 

With the easing of building restric- 
tions, industrialists have received more 
encouragement to move to Harlow, and 
the response has been most satisfactory. 

The report draws attention to the 
question of relating the building pro- 
gramme to the ultimate population, 
envisaged in the Master Plan as 80,000. 
The proportion of young married couples 
in Harlow is unusually high and there 
is a correspondingly high birth rate. The 
report warns: “ To build up to the 80,000 
in one unbroken operation would have 
one of two consequences. Either the 
80,000 figure could be maintained only 
by sending away the younger generation; 
or the 80,000 figure would be exceeded 
and the whole conception of the town 
and the close integration of housing with 
the services of shops, open spaces and 
playing fields, would be jeopardised.” 


HEMEL HEMPSTEAD 


The task entrusted to the Development 
Corporation eight years ago, states the 
report, was to expand an existing town 
of some 20,000 and to develop a self- 
contained and balanced community of 
60,000 persons. In its first annual report 
the Corporation doubted whether, in a 
period of social and economic transition, 
this objective could be more than an 
elusive but inspiring concept. ‘“* After 
eight years the concept continues to in- 
spire and the hope of its successful ful- 
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filment leaves far less room for doubt. 
. .. In short, events are proving that the 
use of a State-Financed Corporation for 
the major expansion of an existing town 
can be completely successful.” 

The Corporation continues to find diffi- 
culty in disposing of flats. At present 
5 per cent. of all dwellings are flats, but 
families moving to the new town are, in 
general, only attracted by a house and 
garden. In the last year the demand for 
garages has increased greatly and addi- 
tional provision is being made as speedily 
as possible. 

PETERLEE 


During the year 306 dwellings were 
completed. The inflow of industry to the 
area is a matter of considerable concern 
to the Corporation, who are “still of 
the opinion that the building of small 
factories in advance of specific require- 
ments would assist them in their efforts 
to attract alternative industries to the 
area.” 

The Corporation is contributing to the 
abatement of migration (particularly of 
young people) from the district, and is 
maintaining the balance of community 
“so essential to the ultimate success of a 
New Town. ... Whilst the Corporation 
is not complacent regarding the success 
of its efforts to date, it feels that .;. . con- 
siderable progress has been achiéved in 
the year now ended, and is confident that. 
in profiting by the experience which it 
has acquired in the fulfilment of its 
directives to date, success will ultimately 
attend its efforts.” 

STEVENAGE 

The year has seen further substantial 
progress in factory construction, in 
house-building (1,257 new dwellings 
completed) and in civil engineering 
works. A good deal of time has gone 
into the planning of the New Town 
Centre, “ which is believed to be the first 
example, at least in modern times, of an 
all-pedestrian shopping and administra- 
tive centre in the United Kingdom... . 
The Corporation hopes that this is the 
last major problem of development which 
it will be called upon to face.” 

The serious shortage of garage accom- 
modation constitutes a standing tempta- 
tion to car owners to leave vehicles on 
grass verges and landscaped areas, re- 
sulting in damage. Proposals for increas- 
ing the number of garages have been put 
to the Ministry. “‘ Garages, incidentally, 
are a remunerative form of develop- 
ment.” 

The Corporation is constantly seeking 
to solve the problem of attracting per- 
sons in the higher income groups to live 
in the New Town, and hopes to gain 
experience from the building of a group 
of non-subsidised houses for sale free- 
hold or on long lease. 


WELWYN GARDEN CITY 


In the course of the year 571 dwellings 
were completed. The Corporation con- 
ducts surveys on particular problems to 
ascertain tenants’ views; for example, on 
a special type of fire, or on the merits 
of different means of secondary access 
in terrace housing, or on the size of gar- 
dens, or on any other aspect of housing 
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which may affect future schemes and 
future policy. The constant problem is 
to try to keep the balance between cost 
(which is reflected in rent) and the 
amount people are prepared to pay for 
amenities. “ We are attempting to pro- 
vide houses at all levels of rent which will 
provide the best value for money, and 
we appreciate that some people are will- 
ing to pay more for a better type of 
house as they become more established 
in life, whilst others would prefer to keep 
their overheads in rent and rates down, 
in order to spend their money on other 
things. It is unwise to be dogmatic in 
these matters, but factors which have 
emerged from our inquiries are that a 
primary essential in a house is that the 
space and water-heating systems should 
be efficient, yet economical, and another, 
that design should be flexible to allow 
for growing families, and so obviate the 
necessity for constant changes.” 


HATFIELD 


The Corporation have had difficulty 
in reaching agreement with other inter- 
ested parties on a layout for the Town 
Centre. As it appears that nothing likely 
is to be gained by further discussions, the 
Corporation are hoping for speedy ap- 
proval of their proposals by the Minister. 

Dwellings completed in the year num- 
bered 426. The Roe Green neighbourhood 
is virtually finished. Development of the 
Birchwood industrial area is proceeding 
satisfactorily. 

Two major tasks remain to be under- 
taken in the future: the Batterdale Sur- 
face Water Sewer and the Town Centre 
development, and when these are com- 
pleted “ the other structural problems of 
completing the town, though not minor, 
are relatively simple. It is too early to 
forecast when the town will be completed 
or what it will be like, but we believe 
that if present indications are an augury 
for the future the completed Hatfield, 
architecturally, will be light and colour- 
ful and the people will be lively and 
cheerful.” 


RESEARCH ON BRICKS 
‘“ Present Programme Inadequate” 


Nor enough effort or money is being spent 

on research in the brick-making indus- 
try as a whole, Mr, T. G. W. BoxaLt said 
in his inaugural address as President of the 
British Ceramic Society at the annual meet- 
ing at the North Staffordshire Technical 
College, on September 19. 


Mr. Boxall, who is chief technical officer 
of the London Brick Co., outlined the growth 
of alternatives to the building brick, and 
stressed the contrast between the somewhat 
casual developments which took place before 
the war with the intense and well-guided 
developments in the post-war years. 


He thought that if the building brick in- 
dustry was to retain its pre-eminent position 
as the major supplier of building materials 
it must be prepared to embark on vigorous 
and determined research. 


Industrialists might be prepared to take a 
more generous view if they all appreciated 
the true meaning of research, and if it were 
made a more personal matter. 
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OBITUARY 


Dendy Watney 

TT!HE death occurred on September 29 of 
Mr. Dendy Watney in a nursing-home 
at Reigate, Surrey. Mr. Watney, who Was 
89 years of age, was a Past-president of the 
Royal Institution of Chartered Surveyors 
The eldest son of the late Danie] Watney 
also a past president of the Institution he 
was educated at Winchester and played 
cricket for his school at Lord’s in 1893 
He then joined the family business jn the 
City, of which, in due time, he became the 
head. For many years he was sutveyor to 

the Mercers’ Company. 


Edward Gerard Buck, ARIBA 

WE regret to announce that Mr. Edward 
Gerard Buck, Dip.Arch(Sheffield), ARIBA 
died at his home at Dobcroft-close, Sheffield 
on September 23, at the age of 47, 

He was social secretary of the Sheffield, 
South Yorkshire and District Society of 
Architects and Surveyors. His father, the 
late Mr. W. G. Buck, was a well-known 
architect, Among Mr. Buck’s work jp 
Sheffield is the Locarno Ballroom, the city’s 
most modern dance hall. 


Robert G. Tarran 

WE REGRET to announce the death, at Hull, 
of Mr. Robert G. Tarran, founder of Tarran 
Industries, Ltd. He was 63. 

Mr. Tarran served his apprenticeship as 
a joiner and before he was 21 was already 
a foreman. During the 1914-18 war he 
served with the Third Northumbrian Field 
Ambulance in France, and on demobilisation 
set up in business on his own account. 
The business prospered, and by 1937 he 
was employing 3,000 men and women, 

He began the Quarry Hill Estate, the big- 
gest block of flats in Europe, and during 
the last war not only was he responsible 
for a large part of the coastal defences of 
the United Kingdom, but also for the build- 
ing of airfields, hospitals, concrete barges, 
and the “Tarran huts,” with which so 
many Service men and women _ became 
familiar. In addition, before the war ended, 
he evolved a method of prefabricated build- 
ing which would permit the rapid erection 
of dwellings to replace those destroyed by 
enemy action. 

As is widely known, he accepted more 
contracts than he was able to fulfil, and 
he and the other directors of Tarran Indus- 
tries. Ltd., were indicted in 1947 on charges 
of issuing false balance-sheets. Some were 
acquitted during the hearing and Tarran was 
acquitted on appeal. Meanwhile he had 
founded another enterprise in Scotland, but 
he was frequently in Hull, where he had 
started his business and where, as Sheriff 
of Hull in 1940-41, he had played a pro- 
minent part in civic affairs. 


Robert H. Woolliams 

THE DEATH has taken place of Mr. Robert 
Howitt Woolliams, FIQS, on September 29. 
at Hill End Hospital, St. Albans, after a 
fortnight’s illness. He was 47 years of age. 

A director of John Laing and Son, Ltd., 
Mr. Woolliams joined the company as a 
pupil at Carlisle in 1924, and was appointed 
as director in 1942, He was a member of 
the Committee on Standard Methods of 
Measurement, and a past president of the 
Cumberland and Westmorland Association 
of London. 
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sundries mill and machine shop. 


COPPER TUBE FACTORY FOR ICI 
£5m. Scheme at Kirkby, Liverpool 


PHE largest copper tube factory in the 

British Commonwealth has recently 
been completed at Kirkby, Liverpool, for 
the Metals Division of Imperial Chemical 


Industries, Ltd. The main mill covers 
over seven acres and is a third of a mile 
long, and the factory contains plant large 
enough to handle the whole of the com- 
pany’s present output of copper tubes 
and to allow for future development. 
The design of buildings to house the 
tube-drawing plant posed special prob- 
lems for the consulting architect, Sir 
Percy Thomas, P-PRIBA, and for the ICI 
engineers. The layout of machinery, and 
particularly the need to place the three 
largest draw-benches end to end, called 
for a main production unit a third of a 
mile long; a second overriding require- 
ment was the necessity to avoid ledges 
and lattice girders which would harbour 
dust. 
The design finally adopted for the main 
uction unit comprised an all-welded 
double-bay structure, each bay 1,530 ft. 
long and 90 ft. wide, with an inside height 
of a clear 30 ft. to eaves. To avoid dust 
traps the Portal frame construction was 
adopted—a feature with the additional 
advantage of enabling overhead cranes to 
be housed in the roof space while still re- 
taining the maximum lift required for 
working. One of the bays accommodates 
five overhead cranes and one rigid mast 
crane, the other five overhead and two 
rigid mast cranes. Both bays are 
equipped with travelling jibs, each 4 tons 
ona 15 ft. arm, which run the full length 
of the building on each side of the valley 
and pass underneath the overhead cranes. 


The gables are designed to carry 5-ton 
Semi-Goliath cranes. 

The need for a large number of over- 
head cranes meant that in each bay there 
would be approximately six cranes on 
the main track, which would prevent any 
one crane moving very far from its own 
area. It was therefore decided to install 
a high-speed wall crane to run the full 
length of the building underneath the 


overhead cranes on the main track. Ht 
was also appreciated that a crane break- 
down would seriously interfere with crane 
movements on the track, so a loft was 
built in the centre of the main mill into 
which broken-down cranes could be 
lifted clear of the main track for repair. 

A third bay was required to house ser- 
vice sections. To reduce volume, this was 
designed as a_ single-storey flat-roof 
structure, 28 ft. wide and 18 ft. high, 
running almost the full length of the main 
building. Smaller production units, such 
as the casting shop and roller department, 


View along the interior of the main mill (a third of a mile in length) showing one of the 
overhead cranes. 
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as well as ancillary units such as offices, 
stores, canteen, boiler house and fire 
station, were housed in _ separate 
buildings. 

All the buildings have 11 in. cavity 
walls and 6 in. reinforced controlled con- 
crete floor bases with 4 in. granite finish, 
powdered with carborundum and case- 
hardened. The total superficial area of 
the buildings is more than 470,000 sq. ft. 
and the cubic capacity more than 19 
million cu. ft. 

The question of, space heating the main 
mill, of 13,788,000 cu. ft. capacity, was 
a major problem. As a step towards solv- 
ing it the roof was clad with corrugated 
aluminium alloy sheets, lined with 4 in. 
insulating boards and an inner layer of 
0.009 in. aluminium foil, giving a co- 
efficient of thermal transmittance of the 
order of 0.2. Walls were also lined with 
+ in. insulating boards. To minimise the 
temperature gradient from floor to roof 
it was decided to install radiant panel 
heating served by high-pressure hot water: 
this was chosen rather than steam to 
eliminate steam traps and to avoid the 
necessity for make-up or a water purifi- 
cation system. 

Special attention was given to natural 
lighting. To reduce the total area of roof 
lights, and so limit heat loss, it was agreed 
to adopt star lighting, using corrugated 
“Perspex” panels. This system, as well 
as ensuring uniform light distribution, 
offered the advantages of requiring no 
additional steelwork, and of providing 
watertight and dustproof lights. 


STORM WATER RESERVOIR 


The demand for cooling water used in 
production processes—unusually heavy 
at Kirkby—is catered for by collecting 
in a central reservoir all storm water from 
the roof of the seven-acre main mill. This 
reservoir, with a capacity of 14 million 
gallons, is normally sufficient to provide 
all the cooling water used in production. 
It is also a source of water for fire-fight- 
ing purposes. 

The boiler house is equipped with three 
“Economic” boilers of the high-velocity, 
self-contained type, each 10 million 
BThU per hour, with room for one 
further addition. The boilers provide a 
high-pressure hot water supply, prin- 
cipally to the panel heating system. A 
feature of the boiler house is the stack, 
which was designed in reinforced con- 
crete with a broad band at the top form- 
ing a water tower of 25,000 gallons 
capacity. The object of combining both 
units was to reduce the number of high 
structures on the site. 

The casting shop, general stores and 
roller department buildings have a total 
cubic content of 4.58 million cu. ft. and 
are of the high-low type steel-framed 
structure. Roofs are clad with Ruberoid 
steel deck insulated on the outside and 
covered with Ruberoid felt. 

The canteen is designed to seat and 
feed 600 employees at one sitting. Food 
is served via a self-service cafeteria which 
links the kitchen and the dining rooms. 
The main dining room, which has a 
barrel vault roof, also serves as the fac- 
tory’s main social centre and is equipped 
with a stage and a floor suitable for 
dancing. 
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BUILDING AT CAMBRIDGE 


Vice-Chancellor’s Review 


FRINANCIAL commitments at present and 
in the future were the main topic of 
the address to the Senate of Cambridge 
University, given at Cambridge, on Sept- 
ember 30, by the Master of Magdalene 
College, Mr. H. U. WILLINK, QC, upon 
relinquishing office as Vice-Chancellor. 
Referring to the new chemistry laboratory, 
on which £2m. will have been spent by 
1961, he said that it was expected that in 
1956 Stage I would be in use and housing 
the research activities of the department of 
organic and inorganic chemistry. Stage II 
and part of Stage III should be in use in 
two years, and the whole building, it was 
hoped, would be completed in 1961. 
Discussions were proceeding about the 
provision of a permanent building for the 
department of chemical engineering. It had 
been for some years a matter of serious 
concern that the gift from the Shell group 
of oil companies, amounting to about 
£435,000 and designed to provide a building 
and its equipment, in addition to endow- 
ment to meet recurrent costs, had not been 
used, so far as a building was concerned, 
in the manner intended by the donors. 
Great difficulties were encountered in the 
selection of a site, particularly because at 
the same time there was a pressing claim 
that adequate accommodation should be 
provided for the teaching of veterinary 
anatomy, and there was strong support for 
the view that the teaching of both subjects 
should be closely associated with the related 
disciplines, and therefore in the central 
scientific area. 


The council, the financial board and the 
general board were now agreed on pro- 
posals which it was hoped to submit to the 
University early in the coming term. Both 
funds and building priorities were likely to 
be such as would not prejudice the plans 
for the beginning of development of the 
Sidgwick-avenue site. 

At a subsequent Congregation Professor 
B. W. Downs, Master of Christ’s College, 
was installed as Vice-Chancellor. 


STABILISE D 
SOIL FOUNDATIONS 


Stourport Housing Scheme Held Up 


 TOURPORT URBAN COUNCIL’S plan 
" to be the first local authority in 
England to cut housing costs and building 
time by using foundations prepared by a 
soil stabilisation process introduced by Mr. 
H. E. Brooke-Bradley, a former deputy 
surveyor to Worcestershire County Council, 
has been held up by “a fundamental differ- 
ence of opinion” between Mr. Brooke- 
Bradley and Ministry of Housing experts. 

Last August, after demonstrations at- 
tended by engineers from the Ministry and 
council officials (reported in The Builder 
of August 12). Mr. Brooke-Bradley’s pro- 
posals for building an experimental estate 
of 110 houses and flats on foundations made 
from the soil already there were approved. 
At a later meeting in London. Mr. R. S. 
Colquhoun, a Ministry engineer, who 
attended the demonstrations at the council’s 
Walshes Estate, stated that he was not satis- 
fiel? with the information supplied by Mr. 
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Brooke-Bradley. The meeting endeq With: 
out agreement having been reached and, as 
a result, the Clerk to Stourport Coungi 
Mr. J. W. Moffitt, informed Mr. Brooks. 
Bradley that the agreement with the coungi 
was suspended. 

The differences are over the safety of 
the new type of foundations. The Ministe; 
has said that he is perturbed about th 
lack of essential data and design detaij 
against which the proposals might jy 
checked. He would, however, support an, 
further submission the council might |ik: 
to put forward if it were accompanied } 
full supporting data. 

Mr. Brooke-Bradley has informed the 
council that he is not prepared to act 4 
its .consulting engineer unless his scheme 
is approved by the Ministry, and the coungi) 
has decided to proceed with the experimen 
under the supervision of another engineer 
It has appointed Soil Engineering and Cop- 
tracting Co., Ltd., of London, the chairman 
of which, Professor Webster, has said that 
he will undertake the work personally 
without a fee, on payment of out-of-pocke 
expenses. 


will be undertaken by the company.. 

The council has rescinded a decision 
appointing Mr. Brooke-Bradley as_ its 
consulting engineer. 


BOOKS 


SPON’S ARCHITECTS’ AND BUILDERS’ Price 
Book. Edited by Davis, Belfield and 
Everest. (London: E. and F. N. Spon, 
Ltd.) Price 28s. net. 

COMPLETE REVISION of this edition, the 
8Ist, of ‘“Spon’s” makes this invaluable 
reference book of more than usual import- 
ance to the estimator. The revision’s main 
purpose was to bring the prices up to date 
and to keep abreast of the times by intro- 
ducing fresh items at the expense of others 
less useful. The value of a price book 
increases with the degree of stability of 
materials and labour, and times are unfortu- 
nately still unpropitious for those who look 
for a reference book which requires little 
or no alteration or revision. No one to- 
day, for instance, ought to attempt to base 
a tender solely upon textbook prices, but as 
the authors say, “it is normally possible to 
obtain a very close estimate by applying the 


Responsibility for the founda. | 
tions, if they are approved by the Ministry, | 





‘ prices for measured work’ given in Spon’s | 


Part I to a bill of. quantities or its eqivalent 


and by adding the appropriate allowance for | 


preliminaries.” Part I also contains “con- 
stants * which make it possible for users to 
calculate for themselves prices for many 
items analogous to those for which prices 
are given. The book also offers a conver- 
sion table which gives a rough and ready 
guide to adjustment of costs. All normal 


I 


features, such as rates of wages, working | 


rules, market prices of materials, prices for 
measured work, fees and daywork, buyers 
guide, etc., find their place and the new 
edition is fully up to the standard of print- 
ing and production we have long found 
in this estimator’s friend. 


BOOKS RECEIVED 
PLAN YOUR OWN HoME DECORATION. By 
H. Dalton Clifford. (London: Country Life, 
Ltd.) Price 15s. 
THE CoNcISE Law oF Housine. By W. A. 
West, LL.B. 
Ltd.) Price 32s. 6d. 


(London: The Estates Gazette, 
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RELATIONSHIP OF MASTER 
AND SERVANT 


[From a Correspondent] 


wo recent cases of interest have 
occurred concerning the legal position 
where servants are lent from one employer 
to another and are injured in the course of 
their duties. 

In Denham vy. Midland Employers’ Mutual 
Assurance, Ltd., an unskilled labourer was 
jent to the firm of Le Grand Sutcliff and 
Gell, Ltd. contractors, who specialise in 
boring holes in the ground. This firm pro- 
vided two skilled drillers, and in lieu of 
obtaining an unskilled workman from the 
jabour exchange they borrowed a man from 
a firm called Eastwood, Ltd. This man was 
helping to get a wire rope on to a derrick 
when he was electrocuted. Le Grand had 
two policies of insurance—one an employers’ 
liability policy relating to persons under 
contract of service and the other a public 
liability policy covering liability to those not 
covered by contract. For the purpose of the 
action, the firm admitted negligence through 
themselves or their servants. The only ques- 
tion was which insurance company was liable 
to the widow. and the decision was that the 
matter was properly covered by the public 
liability policy. 

Two particular points arose. As an un- 
skilled labourer, the deceased still had been 
paid wages by Eastwoods, who alone had 
the power of dismissal and kept his national 
insurance card, but the control over him 
was exercised by his new firm and their fore- 
man gave him his orders. In the case of an 
unskilled labourer, a servant can be trans- 
ferred if he is told not only what he is to 
do but how he is to do it. A transfer can 
only take place where his consent is expressed 
or implied (Nokes v. Doncaster Amalga- 
mated Colliery Co.). In the present case 
the transfer was sufficient to make the new 
company liable as temporary employer. So 
far as the insurance company was concerned, 
however, a further point arose, Liability 
was dependent upon whether the deceased 
man was under a contract of service with Le 
Grand, and it was held that he was not. 
Apart from control over his working, none 
of the other features of a contract of ser- 
vice were present. 

The case of O’Reilly v. Imperial Chemical 
Industries, Ltd., was a case of a skilled work- 
man who was on loan and was injured when 
engaged in unloading lorries. In this case, 
although he was a servant of British Road 
Services he had been accustomed to work 
for the defendants, and the defendants con- 
trolled the loading and unloading arrange- 
ments for drums of Terylene. He knew of 
the dangers and therefore if he were con- 
sidered merely as an invitee he would not 
have been able to succeed in an action, but 
it was held that in this case the defen- 
dant had been negligent towards him. 

The case of London Graving Dock Co., 
Ltd., which was decided by the House of 
Lords, was distinguished. In that case, a 
skilled worker who was loaned by one firm 
to another was for the purpose of the action 
Not held to be the servant of the new 
employer, and therefore could not recover 
damages because he was precluded from re- 
covering as an invitee since he knew of the 
danger involved. The present case is dis- 
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tinguished by the permanence of the relation- 
ship. It is pointed out that it is unusual for 
a skilled worker to become the servant of a 
master to whom he is loaned, since in prac- 
tice he is not usually under directions as to 
how the work is done. 


GOVERNMENT 
INVESTMENT POLICY 


“ No Grounds to Fear Unemployment,” 
the Chancellor Tells the AUBTW 


HE General Secretary of the Amalga- 
mated Union of Building Trades 
Workers, Mr. G. W. Lowthian, MBE, wrote 
in July to the Chancellor of the Exchequer 
to point out the dangers of unemployment, 
as the operatives see it, in the Government’s 
investment policy. That was, of course, 
before the most recent increase in the rate 
of loan charges. 

The Treasury’s reply is printed in the 
September issue of the “ Operative Builder ” 
as follows: 

“You will recall that the Chancellor 
amplified his proposals during the debate on 
the economic situation on Tuesday, July 26, 
the date on which your letter was written, 
and I think you will find that his speech 
provides answers to many of the points 
raised in your letter. 

“Her Majesty’s Government are as 
desirous as your Executive Council of main- 
taining full employment, but this can only 
be achieved by remaining competitive with 
the rest of the world; this in turn means 
checking any signs of inflation within the 
economy. There are such signs at present. 
We are trying to accomplish too much at 
once, both on capital and current account, 
and although, as the Chancellor has pointed 
out, the expansion of investment still re- 
mains a vital feature of the Government’s 
economic policy, it has become necessary 
to control the rate at which it is expanding. 

“As far as local authority building pro- 
jects are concerned, the Chancellor has 
stated quite clearly that the Government 
have not withdrawn authorisations already 
given to local authorities or cut down specific 
programmes which have already been 
announced. But local authorities are being 
asked to slow down the rate at which their 
less essential projects are being implemented. 

“The Government see no grounds for the 
fear which you express that these measures 
will create widespread unemployment in the 
building industry. There are at present 5,000 
more unfilled vacancies in the industry than 
there were at this time last year, and the load 
on the industry is becoming excessive. The 
slowing down of the rate of increase in in- 
vestment expenditure will help to remedy 
this position, and is also a necessary part of 
the measures required to avoid inflation, and 
consequent balance of payments difficulties. 
which are the real danger to the mainten- 
ance of high levels of employment.” 


NORWICH GENERAL FOREMEN 
Managerial Responsibilities Discussed 


\ TELL over 100 general foremen were 
present at a meeting arranged by the 
Norwich and District Building Trades Em- 


ploye-s’ Association, at Norwich, on 
September 30, to hear Mr. D. E. WooDBINE 
ParisH, FIOB, speak on “The General 
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Foreman and his Managerial Responsibili- 
ties.” 

“ Brimful employment has brought to all 
industry administrative problems the full 
effects of which are still being experienced,” 
said Mr. Parish. “The building industry 
perhaps more than any other industry has 
been bedevilled in the post-war years by 
circumstances over which it has had little 
control. It is now nearly 12 months since 
civil building licensing was removed and, 
as was envisaged, a flood of work was let 
loose upon the industry, as a result of which 
its present capacity is not sufficient to cope 
with the community’s immediate building 
needs. 

“These various factors constitute a 
challenge to employers and their managerial 
and supervisory staffs and emphasise the 
urgent need for the development of clear- 
cut working programmes and procedures, 
and improved control in the conduct of 
building operations. The ability to establish 
a healthy climate on building sites stems 
f-om first-class top level direction within 
firms and enlightened organisation and 
leadership on building sites. This calls for 
good communications and a sense of co- 
operation between office and site.” Lively 
discussion followed Mr. Parish’s remarks. 

Mr. N. B. Howard, the Norwich Associa- 
tion president, was in the chair. A vote of 
thanks to Mr. Pa-ish was proposed by Mr. 
R. G. Carter, JP, FIOB, vice-president of the 
Eastern Federation. The Federation direc- 
tor (Mr. R. W. Porter) was also present and 
refer-ed to the extensive training programme 
contemplated by the Eastern Federation. 
which would include a residential week-end 
course for Norfolk foremen in March next. 


NFBTE AWARDS IN 1956 
Slight Changes in Conditions 


IN ACCORDANCE with its policy of encourag- 
ing building trades’ apprentices, craftsmen 
and students to pursue—at all stages in their 
training—their craft and technical studies, 
both within the requirements of their inden- 
tures and beyond, the National Federation 
of Building Trades Employers has announced 
particulars of the national awards it is offer- 
ing in 1956. 

This year there has been a slight change 
in the conditions of the awards. Candidates 
for the medal awards offered in 1956 to craft 
apprentices and young craftsmen will be re- 
quired to show that they have completed a 
course leading to the final craft certificate 
appropriate to their craft. Hitherto, they 
have been required to show that they have 
completed the whole, or a substantial part, 
of such a course. 


HOUSING PROGRESS REPORT 


Figures for August 


THE Housing Summary presented to 
Parliament as a White Papez* jointly by 
the Minister of Housing and Local Govern- 
ment and the Secretary of State for Scot- 
land, shows that the number of permanent 
houses completed in Great Britain during 
August was 23.918 compared with 26,843 
in August, 1954. 

In the first eight months of 1955, 205,357 
permanent houses were completed compared 
with 224.697 in the same period of 1954. 





*Cmd. 9581. Housing Summary, August 31, 1955 
HM Stationery Office, price 3d 
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BRIXTON SCHOOL OF 
BUILDING 


Lectures on the Law of Building 
Contracts 


BUILDING contractors and other parties 
to building contracts have, on occasions, 
cause to regret their lack of familiarity with 
the significance which may attach to various 
clauses of the Standard Form of Contract. 
It is with a view to providing an oppor- 
tunity for. those interested to extend their 
acquaintance with the subject that a special 
course of evening lectures has been arranged 
to take place at Brixton School of Building 
at 7 p.m. on five consecutive Wednesday 
evenings commencing on October 19. 

The lecturer, Mr. J. J. Clarke, MA, is a 
barrister and a well-known authority ‘on 
building law. He will deal with a number 
of well-defined aspects of the subject and, in 
each case, will outline the cases and judg- 
ments upon which current interpretation of 
the law in that respect principally depends. 
There will be discussion and questions after 
each particular section of the subject has 
been dealt with, and a number of members 
of the London Master Builders’ Association, 
specially interested in building contract 
matters, have kindly undertaken to open the 
discussions. 

The fee for the course is one guinea. Any- 
one wishing to enrol or to receive further 
particulars should communicate with The 
Secretary, LCC Brixton School of Building, 
Ferndale-road, SW4. 


Civil Engineering Quantities and 
Contract Conditions 


IN THEIR adult and post-advanced courses 
for the 1955-56 session the Brixton School of 
Building have also arranged a special course 
of six weekly lectures (commencing on 
Thursday, November 3, at 6.30 p.m.) on 
Civil Engineering Quantities and Contract 
Matters. The outline syllabus is as follows: 

Lecture 1. Differences between civil 
engineering and building forms of contract. 
Lectures 2 and 3. Details of conditions in 
the two forms of contract. Lectures 4 and 
5. Differences in methods of measurement 
of building and civil engineering work. 
Lecture 6. Preparation of bills of quantities 
for civil engineering work. 

The course is intended for surveyors con- 
versant with and experienced in the use of 
the Standard Method of Measurement of 
Building Works and the RIBA Form of Con- 
tract. The lecturer will be Mr. T. Bell, 
ARICS. 

The fee for the course is 1 guinea. Appli- 
cants should write to the Secretary at the 
School giving name of firm, position held 
and qualifications. 


Two Public Discussions on the 
Building Industry 


THE Brixton School of Building, in colla- 
boration with the Ministry of Works, has 
arranged two public discussions on matters 
of interest to the building industry. 

The first will be held af the Building 
Centre, 26, Store-street, WCl, at 6 p.m. on 
October 18. The subject for discussion is 
“Reducing Building Costs by Better 
Organisation.” 

The second will be at the Building Exhibi- 
tion, Olympia, on November 22, at 6 p.m., 
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and the discussion on this occasion will be 
on “Building Maintenance.” Sir Thomas 
Bennett, KBE, FRIBA, will be in the chair, 
and addresses will be given by Mr. A. W. 
Yeomans, MIOB (LMBA), Mr. W. T. Jack- 
son, MBE, ARIBA (Director of Mainten- 
ance Services, MoW), and Mr. A. W. C. 
Barr, ARIBA (Chief Development Officer, 
LCC). 

Admittance on both occasions will be free. 
Applications for tickets and other informa- 
tion should be made to the Technical In- 
formation Officer, Ministry of Works, Lam- 
beth Bridge House, London, SE1. 


BRIGHTON BUILDING 
SCHOOL 


Future Assured 


MR. W. G. STONE, the Brighton Director 
7 of Education, has prepared a special 
report regarding the Secondary Building and 
Engineering School. In it he says that HM 
Inspectors had criticised the school premises 
as being inadequate, so the Education Com- 
mittee reduced the number of forms. The 
difficulty of organising a technical course to 
cover a wide range of ability had long been 
recognised. Consequently, for those boys 
wishing to attend, admission had from the 
beginning been decided by examination; at 
first with papers in English and arithmetic, 
followed by an interview with members of 
the Building Trades Advisory Committee. 

“To-day it is not thought desirable or 
practicable to decide at 11 that a boy is to 
become, say, a plumber or a carpenter. The 
general view indeed is that there is no 
special technical aptitude which can be deter- 
mined at that age, although in one or two 
cases space perception tests may give a 
pointer; hence the common course until 13 
for all boys at the school, which includes 
elements common to both grammar and 
modern schools and which will allow of a 
possible transfer at 13 to one or other type 
of school,” says Mr. Stone. He adds that 
not all builders are able or willing to appren- 
tice boys at 16 or 17—many still prefer to 
recruit boys at 15 from modern schools. If 
the Building and Engineering School is to 
give a general education and also provide 
for the two industries high-quality recruits, 
admission to the school must continue on a 
selective basis. 

He suggests that the school should con- 
tinue to frame its curriculum on a broad 
basis with the three-fold object of providing 
a liberal education in the arts subjects, of 
developing a grasp of scientific principles 
with particular reference to the building and 
engineering industries and of encouraging an 
appreciation of good craftsmanship. 

The committee have agreed, with Minis- 
terial approval, that the development plan 
for primary and secondary schools be revised 
so as to provide for the continuance of the 
Secondary Building and Engineering School, 
and that new premises be provided as soon 
as circumstances permit. 


MINISTER’S NEW PPS 

Owing to pressure of private work, Mr. 
Ronald Russell, MP, has given up _ his 
appointment as Parliamentary Private Secre- 
tary to Mr. Duncan Sandys, Minister of 
Housing and Local Government. Mr. 
Sandys has appointed Sir Henry d’Avigdor- 
Goldsmid, MP, in his place. 
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NOTTINGHAM 
TECHNICAL COLLEGE 


Presentation of Higher. National 
Diploma Awards 


T a meeting of the Nottingham Local 
Joint Apprenticeship Committee fo; 
the Building Industry held on September 23 
awards were presented to four students 
taking the Higher National Diploma Course 
at the Nottingham and District Technica} 
College. The awards were donated by the 
employers’ side of the Local Joint Appren- 
ticeship Committee. 

Before the awards were presented, Mr 
MAuRICE CRASKE, chairman of the Appren- 
ticeship Committee, extended a warm wel- 
come*to Mr. D. A. R. Clark, the new 
principal of the Nottingham and _ District 
Technical College. Mr. Craske referred to 
the happy relationship which had _ existed 
between the industry locally and the late 
principal, Dr. H. Baker, and he assured Mr, 
Clark that both employers and operatives in 
the city would give him their full co-opera- 
tion. 

Mr. Craske also extended a hearty wel- 
come to Mr. C. B. Brewington, the new head 
of the Building and Civil Engineering De- 
partment at the Nottingham and_ District 
Technical College. Mr. Craske said the 
committee had enjoyed a very happy rela- 
tionship with Mr. W. R. Lee, the late head 
of the department, and he was confident that 
that relationship would continue to exist now 
that Mr. Brewington had been appointed 
head. He could rely upon the full support 
and co-operation of the Local Joint Appren- 
ticeship Committee. 

Mr. S. R. Piggin, president of the Notting- 
ham and District Association of Building 
Trades Employers, presented awards to: 


John Tidy. aged 20, apprentice joiner (emploved 
by W. and J. Simons, Ltd.). Award of £40. 

Kenneth Price, 18, apprentice plumber (Roper and 
Company). Award of £40. 

Raymond Lindley, 20, apprentice builders’ quantity 
surveyor (Thomas Bow). Award of £20. 

R. H. Shopland, 22, joiner (W. Appleby and Son). 
Award of £20 


BUILDING SITES CONTROVERSY 
West Riding Difficulties 


A SUGGESTION that private builders in the 
West Riding could help to meet the housing 
problem by tackling the more difficult sites 
rather than “nice, flat agricultural land” 
was made at the recent annual conference 
of the West Riding of Yorkshire Urban 
District Council’s Association, at Scar 
borough. 

Mr. M. B. TetLow, of Leeds, principal 
regional officer of the Ministry of Housing 
and Local Government, who made the sug- 
gestion during a discussion on availability 
of land for private building, said that a sur- 
vey had shown that private building in the 
East and West Ridings was not increasing 
as rapidly in volume as in the rest of the 
country. The West Riding had a long 
history of building on difficult, rocky and 
steep sites and, in some cases, sites which 
were not too attractive. At present there 
was a tendency on the part of private 
builders to seek nice flat agricultural land 

“1 do think,” he went on, “that the 
builders will have to help themselves by 
using up land which is not attractive from 
a building point of view.” 
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HOUSE WARMING BY 
HEATED FLOORS 


Economies of “ Off Peak” Electricity 


“MHE building of nuclear power stations 

bis an important step towards solving 
the nation’s fuel problem. For effic.ent 
operation, the power stations must run con- 
tinuously, night as well as day, so that the 
‘off peak’ use of electricity will become of 
increasing importance. Electrical _ floor 
warming, along with other ‘ off peak’ loads, 
will thus become even more desirable in the 
national interest.” 

This statement was made at Bournemouth 
on September 28 by Mr. J. W. Mou e, 
BSc, (Eng), MIEE, deputy chief commercial 
officer, South of Scotland Electricity Board. 
He was reading a paper on ~ Progress in 
Domestic Heating by Centralised Methods ” 
at the National Smoke Abatement Society’s 
annual conference. 

During the past four years, continued Mr, 
Moule, considerable interest had _ been 
aroused in floor warm:ng by electrical heat- 
ing cables. The fundamental idea was that, 
while the building was under construction, 
small semi-circular metal ducts were 
embedded in the concrete floors, the ducts 
terminating in troughs with removable 
covers. Electrical heating cables were later 
drawn into the ducts, or they could be 
directly embedded in the floor, in which 
event the ducts were unnnecessary. ‘This 
system of heating was much less costly to 
install than a hot-water system, as the ‘pro- 
vision of pipes, boiler and chimney was 
obviated. 

An outstanding feature of electrical floor 
warming, when installed in concrete floors, 
was that the use of electricity could be 
confined to “off peak” periods, which 
usually meant that a special low price per 
unit was charged, in some cases as low as 
0.7 pence. Arrangements were made that 
supply was available during the night time 
and for a few hours in the middle of the day. 
During these periods the concrete floors were 
heated up to the required value. The 
immense amount of heat stored in the fioor 
was sufficient to maintain ‘the required 
standard of warmth throughout the period 
when the supply was not available. Tests 
had proved that no appreciable drop in the 
internal temperature of a floor-heated build- 
ing took place during the five hours follow- 
ing the sw:tching off of the electricity. 

Mr. Moule said that in buildings with 
electrically heated floors, almost any type 
of floor covering could be used, and actual 
results showed that carpet, rubber, hard- 
wood, linoleum, cork and thermoplastic tiles 
suffered no harm. 

He referred to the contribution to smoke 
abatement provided by an eight-storey block 
of all-electric flats in Kirkcaldy, which had 
floor warming in the hall and living-room 
of each flat, plug points in other rooms for 
the use of eleetric fires, and an electric 
storage water heater. The water heater was 
connected to the “ off peak ” supply so that 
the tenants also enjoyed the benefit of the 
lower charge for water heating. 

It was estimated that the annual costs of 
heating the flats wou'd amount to £24 and 
{19 respectively for the three-apartment and 
a eeariment flats. Those figures included 
€ cost of providing supplementary heating 
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with electric radiators. The costs of hot 
water, cooking, lighting, etc., were expected 
to be about £22 for the three- and £13 for 
the two-apartment flats. Those costs were 
“quite reasonable” having regard to the 
benefits that the tenants would enjoy. 


TURNERS COMPANY’S 
AWARDS 
New Prizes Offered 

N pursuance of their traditional policy of 
fostering the craft of turning, the Master 
Wardens and Court of Assistants of the Wor- 
shipful Company of Turners of London (who 
were granted ordinances by the Court of 
Aldermen as early as the year 1478 and re- 
ceived a charter of incorporation from James 
I in 1604) announce an extension of their 

existing scheme of awards as follows :— 

(1) A new senior award (for competitors 
over the age of 16) for the best exhibit of 
plain turning in any material, the prize to 
take the form of the Freedom of the Com- 
pany by presentation and a silver medal. 

(2) A new junior award (for competitors 
under the age of 16) for the best exhibit of 
plain turning in wood only, the prize to take 
the form of a bronze medal and the Henry 
Kennett gift of books, tools and/or instru- 
ments to the value of £3. 

(3) A special prize of the Company’s silver 
medal and £10 for the best condiment set 
turned in wood or ivory or a combination of 
both, open to competitors of any age. 

The above prizes will be awarded on the 
work entered for a competition to be held by 
the Company in January next. Entrance 
form from The Clerk of the Worshipful 
Company of Turners, Apothecaries’ Hall, 
Blackfriars-lane, EC4. 


FAIR TRADING RULES, 


EIRE 
Building Materials Affected 


AIR trading rules for Irish building 
trade suppliers were announced on 
October 1 by the Irish Minister for Industry 
and Commerce, Mr. William Norton, 
following an investigation by the Fair Trade 
Commission into the supply and distribution 
of building trade materials. The rules, 
which must be confirmed by the Irish Parlia- 
ment, forbid: 

(1) Individual or collective action by sup- 
pliers (i.e., manufacturers or merchants) for 
the enforcement of resale price maintenance. 

(2) The withholding of supplies from a 
person because he refuses to charge mini- 
mum resale prices or because he is not a 
member of a trade association or is not 
approved by a trade association. 

(3) The organisation of a boycott or other 
coercive measures against a supplier because 
he refuses to withhold supplies from, or to 
discriminate against, a particular person. 

(4) Individual or collective action against 
a supplier with the object of limiting him 
in his choice of channels of distribution, or 
of customers, or in his discretion in the 
grant of trade terms to any person. 

(5) Participation by a supplier in any 
agreement designed to restrict entry to the 
trade in building materials. 

(6) The preparation or publication of 
lists of persons which are likely to restrict 
entry to the trade or to influence the supply 
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and distribution of building materials or the 
terms and conditions on which such goods 
will be supplied. 

(7) Unfair discrimination by a supplier 
against a purchaser for resale in the matter 
of discounts, rebates or refunds. 

(8) The collective fixing of suppliers’ sell- 
ing prices. 

(9) Agreements between suppliers which 
provide for the suppression of competition 
by the territorial division of the market. 

(10) Participation by combinations of sup- 
pliers in any agreement to confine their 
orders to.any suppliers outside the State. 

The order will not prevent a supplier from 
advertising or specifying a resale price for 
building materials which is a maximum 
price or from withholding supplies from a 
purchaser who resells at a price exceeding 
the maximum price. 

The restrictive trade practices relate to the 
supply and distribution of building mater- 
ials and components (including goods used 
for decoration or renovation or repairs), but 
do not include electrical goods, nails and 
screws or space-heating appliances, cookers, 
or other detachable components of a kind 
not ordinarily fitted by a builder as part of 
the original equipment of a building. 


STOURBRIDGE PLANNING 
INQUIRY 


“Important Principle at Stake” 


F the council were to allow “cheek by 
jowl” development of different types of 
property it would make nonsense of all 
attempts at decent planning, said Stourbridge 
borough surveyor, Mr. G. N. MAYNARD, at 
a town planning inquiry on September 21. 
He was appearing for the council in opposing 
an application by Mrs. L. Smith, of 20, 
Grange-road, Stourbridge, for permission to 
extend her house by the addition of a lounge. 
bedroom and garage. 

The original application was turned down 
by the council on the grounds that the new 
building would cut down the amount of light 
reaching a scullery next door. Presenting 
the appeal, Mr, B. G. Evers said the scul- 
lery was a comparatively recent addition to 
18, Grange-road, and its window faced Mrs. 
Smith’s property. The effect of the council’s 
refusal was to give it a right of light which 
it would not have had under common law. 
Such a policy of “first come first served ’” 
was contrary to the principle of planning. In 
any case, he added, if the extension was built 
up to the boundary wall as planned it would 
still allow a space of 9 ft. 14 in, between it 
and the window. 

Mr. G. F. Webb, LRIBA, said rejection 
of the plan raised a very important matter 
of principle. If the appeal was refused, local 
architects would not know where they were 
—particularly as the council had permitted 
similar development in other parts of the 
borough. 

For the council, Mr. L. C. Dixon BROWN 
(deputy town clerk) said the plans were re- 
jected on two main grounds. First, because 
of the amount of daylight which would be 
excluded from the scullery window. Secondly, 
the council thought it wrong to allow 
One person to build up to the boundary of 
his property, so preventing the person next 
door from doing the same. 

The inquiry was held by Mr. K. Braden, 
and the result will be announced later. 









NEWS IN BRIEF 


BIF TO HAVE OWN JOURNAL 


XHIBITORS at the British Industries 
Fair are to be kept in constant touch 
with the behind-the-scenes Fair preparations 
by means of a journal to be launched in 
mid-November. The “ BIF Bulletin,” it is 
stated, will be an innovation in fair promo- 
tion and publicity. It will be sent free to 
12,000 past, present and potential exhibitors 
at both the London and Birmingham sections 
of the BIF, and will feature the many ser- 
vices available to exhibitors from the time 
they book space. 


CINEMA DESIGN BOOKLET 


The Twentieth Century-Fox Film Com- 
pany in America have published a booklet 
entitled “The Cinema, 1955,” containing 
notes and suggestions on designing motion 
picture theatres for the new techniques. 
Included is a section dealing with screen 
sizes and sight lines, which would be of 
value to architects specialising in cinema 
design. A limited number of copies of this 
publication are available from: Mr. L. F. 
Rider, chief engineer, Twentieth Century 
House, Soho-square, London, W1. 


HOUSING SUBSIDY DISCUSSIONS 


Tentative proposals to reduce the burden 
of housing subsidies were discussed at a 
meeting in London on October 3 between 
Mr. Sandys, Minister of Housing and Local 
Government, and representatives of Lon- 
don County Council and the metropolitan 
and local government authority organisa- 
tions. Discussions between officials were 
resumed the following day, and a further 
meeting with the Minister was arranged to 
take place one day next week. 


RUSSIANS FACTORY VISIT 


On September 17, the head of the Soviet 
delegation studying building methods in the 
United Kingdom, Mr. V. A. Kucherenko, 
and Mr. K. M. Wood, joint managing direc- 
tor of Messrs. Concrete, Ltd., London, dis- 
cussed automation in Russian precast con- 
crete factories and production methods in 
the Hounslow factory of Concrete, Ltd., 
following a detailed tour of inspection by 
the delegation. Mr. Kucherenko asked a 
number of detailed questions regarding 
manufacturing methods, particularly those 
in the new section of the factory, where 
prestressed concrete floor beams are now 
manufactured under fully mechanised con- 
ditions. Mr. K. M. Wood gave details of 
manufacturing cost breakdowns, output at 
the factory, and described the use of Bison 
moulds and pneumatic cores during the 
manufacture of prestressed hollow concrete 
floor slab units. Mr. Kucherenko said that 
the new Russian automatic factories pro- 
ducing precast concrete building components 
are primarily for building precast flooring 
and walling units and that there are already 
two factories of a fully automatic nature 
in the Moscow region. Eventually there 
will be 100 automatic factories of this kind 
working in Russia. The larger factories 
produce the equivalent of 700,000 sq. yds. 
per annum. Prestressing and other manu- 
facturing processes are mechanised and are 
operated from central control panels. At 
the conclusion of the visit, Mr. Kucherenko 
said that a copy of the Soviet film on auto- 
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mation in prestressed concrete factories 
(which was shown at the recent second con- 
gress of the International Federation of 
Prestressed Concrete), would be presented 
to Concrete, Ltd.; a copy would also be 
given to every British precast concrete fac- 
tory visited by the delegation. In return, 
a copy of the film ‘“ Prestressed Concrete,” 
made by Concrete, Ltd., was presented to 
the delegation. 


NO DIRECT LABOUR, GRAVESEND 


Gravesend Council has decided to dis- 
continue building houses by direct labour 
after the present programme is completed. 
Councillor W. A. Wyatt, chairman of the 
estates committee, told the council that 
private builders had incentive schemes for 
their employees which the council had not, 
and houses built by direct labour took longer 
to complete and cost more. 


INQUIRY BUREAU 


House Defects Following Inadequate 
Inspection 


Q.—A _ semi-detached dwelling-house, 
built under licence during 1947-48, was pur- 
chased by my mother-in-law for occupation 
by my wife and self. Recently I had occa- 
sion to request a local builder to carry out 
a minor repair to my kitchen window cill. 
I enclose the copy of his report on the state 
of the drains found to be defective as a 
result of this repair, from which I think it 
is apparent that, irrespective of the poor 
workmanship of the original contractor, the 
building inspector of the day passed an 
obviously shoddy job, one which, in fact, 
did not comply with local by-laws. 


I would like to add that when this pro- 
perty was purchased during late 1947, the 
house was nearly completed and the drain- 
age system had been laid, covered and pre- 
sumably passed by the building inspector, so 
that it was too late for inspection by any 
independent surveyor. 


In consequence, my mother-in-law has 
been involved in considerable expense, as 
have I, having to move out for two weeks. 
All drainage has had to be removed and 
relaid, also all concreting, and as the fall 
of the drains was inadequate their renewal 
at a correct fall entailed a completely new 
outside w.c. unit. Have I any hopes of 
compensation on the grounds of negligence 
from the local council? 


I must add that the original builder is 


now deceased. 
T. R. W. 


A.—A legal correspondent writes: I am 
doubtful whether an action for negligence 
against the local authority would succeed in 
this case. In the first place, it would be 
necessary to prove as a matter of fact that 
the building inspector ought not to have 
passed the work. Second, it would be 
necessary to show, as a matter of law, that 
the local authority owed a legal duty of 
care towards subsequent purchasers of the 
property. The court might hold that there 
was such a duty of care, but I know of no 
authority for this proposition. A difficulty 
of a rather different nature is that the action 
might be statute-barred, as more than six 
years have elapsed. 

AE: T. 
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DIRECT LABOUR 


Fair Competition Needed 


EARLY 3,000 towm and county coup. 

cillors throughout Scotland received on 

September 28 through the post a pamphle 
entitled “ Direct Labour Put to the Test” 

The pamphlet is published by the London 
headquarters of the National Union o 
Ratepayers’ Association, and has also been 
posted to local authorities  throughoy 
England and Wales. 

“Everywhere our rates are too high and 
the strain on our purses is much too great” 
said an official of the National Union of 
Ratepayers’ Association. “May I quot 
the recent warning of Mr. R. A. Butler, the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer, on public 
spending: ‘I am convinced that on any 
practical assessment of our national situation 
there is no scope for lavishness in public 
expenditure, and, indeed, that the sternes 
efforts of efficiency and economy are needed 
even to prevent the growth of public expen- 
diture from becoming far greater than the 
national capacity to sustain it through 
rates and taxes.” 


ECE VIEW 


In a statement to the Press, Mr, W. 
McCartney, secretary of the Scottish section 
of the Federation of Civil Engineering Con- 
tractors, said: ““We have seen and been 
impressed by this publication. In our view 
it is entirely consistent with the call of the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer for the greatest 
efficiency and economy in public e. 
penditure. . . . Our members do not get 
an opportunity to compete against direct 
labour; Glasgow Direct Labour Department 
is only one example, and they employ about 
800 workpeople on site preparation alone, 

“Surely competition on a fair basis js 
the real test and the only safeguard that 
the taxpayer and the ratepayer are getting 
the best value for their money? ” 


A spokesman for the Building Trades | 


Federation also said: “ We agree with the 
contents of this document, and we have three 
points in particular to make, and these are 











first, that, above a nominal sum, a direct | 
labour department may tender for a job in | 


competition with private contractors; second, 
direct labour departments sheuld only get 
the job when their price is the cheapest: 
and third, whether they get the job or not, 
the valuation of the work done should le 
carried out by an independent surveyor.” 


SELECTIVE TENDERING 
Sheffield Recommendation 


SHEFFIELD parliamentary and general pur- 
poses committee has recommended that a 


policy of selective tendering be adopted. |i | 


is proposed that instead of public advertise: 
ments, invitations to tender be issued to con 
tractors who are periodically approved for 
inclusion in panels of approved contractors 
for housing and other building work. 


The committee further recommends that 


contractors invited to tender be informed 
that if they indulge in restrictive practices 
as criticised by the Monopolies Commissiot 
they will not be approved by the council 
The firms will be required to indicate theif 
acceptance of this condition in writing and 


provide an assurance to the same effect with | 


each tender submitted. 


~ 
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THE BUILDER 


Rhodesia and the UK—Some Comparisons 


WORK AND LIFE IN 


BOTH COUNTRIES 


SOME interesting impressions of work and life in Rhodesia, and in particular 

Lusaka, are contained in an article in the September issue of “ Team 
Spirit,” the monthly news-sheet of the Laing Group of Companies. It is con- 
tributed by an employee stationed in Rhodesia and we take from it the follow- 


ing extracts: — 

WHEN I LEFT ENGLAND about a year and 
a half ago, the predominant homeland 
features then seemed to be: (1) An 
oppressive level of taxation with every 
prospect of its continuance for many 
years, (2) A rising cost of living with the 
attendant evils of inflation, (3) The 
difficulties and drudgery of housekeeping, 
(4) The sense of frustration arising out of 
the imposition of various forms of 
nationalisation and State control and the 
consequent loss of initiative and incentive 
and perhaps (5) The evils and not the 
blessings of the early stages of the atom 
ra. 
; On the other hand it could no doubt 
be fairly stated that life in a modest way 
was not too arduous, in fact, it was some- 
what easy-going, while recreations and 
pastimes of all sorts were to be had with 
very little effort. The future appeared 
to be reasonably secure and for those 
who might fall by the wayside for any 
reason at all they could, with the help of 
the State, be sure of at least acquiring 
the bare necessities of life. Also, in spite 
of the vagaries of the English climate, 
the freshness and the infinite variety of 
the homeland countryside always had a 
special lure. Since I left I have been 
authoritatively informed that there have 
been changes here and there, mostly of 
a minor nature, but that on the whole 
the day to day version is very much the 
same. 

If the reader at this point disagrees 
with me there is no need to continue. 
I am constrained to think, however, that 
many will either partly or wholly agree 
with me thus far. If so, the question is 
“what about Southern Africa ?” or at 
any rate the conditions of work and life 
in any one of the comparatively few 
Northern Rhodesian towns ? 

A DEVELOPING COUNTRY 

It must surely be true wherever you 
are, life is what you make it, and in many 
respects what you choose to make it. In 
Africa it is vital to be able to grip the 
situation with both hands, to possess a 
certain resilience, to be able to improvise 
and in general to ride over or by-pass 
the delays and frustrations which must 
be apparent in such a new and quickly 
developing country. 

_You will not find Piccadilly Circus, 
Charing Cross or the Strand in any of 
the towns here. On the other hand, prin- 
cipally because the European population 
is relatively sparse, other places not less 
interesting and certainly much fresher 
and closer to nature are here for the 
asking. 

The equivalent of British income tax 
exemption limits and personal allowances 
are very liberal, even after taking into 
account the high cost of living. The last 
phrase is appropriate, but the high cost 
of living must not be confused with the 
cost of high living. This, of course, 





applies wherever you are, but Africa is 
perhaps unique in this respect. With 
regard to running house and home, the 
housekeeper’s task here becomes a hobby. 
Native labour for all household chores, 
including cooking, is plentiful and cheap. 
The native on the whole is a simple soul, 
willing and efficient in the house under 
proper supervision. By way of example, 
we have a native cook quite competent 
in the preparation of all plain dishes 
and scrupulously clean. The cost? 6s. per 
week for ration money plus wages of £5 
per month. Up to the moment we are 
too remote to be intimately concerned 
with the atom age developments, but we 
are all very conscious of what is happen- 
ing and likely to happen in other parts 
of the world. 

My next observation is an important 
one on the subject of children and their 
well-being. I am quite sure that the vast 
majority of children have a fuller and 
freer life here than in the homeland. They 
quickly acquire a sense of independence 
and self-confidence. Educational facilities 
are good and cheap. My junior, aged 12, 
is at a private school and can matriculate 
at a cost of £6 6s. per term inclusive, 
or £19 per annum. For boarders the fare 
is also relatively cheap. The only diffi- 
culty I have experienced so far as the 
children’s schooling is concerned is that 
invariably the journeys between home 
and school have to be arranged by the 
individuals concerned. 

Transport is a serious item and at all 
times a most difficult problem. It is often 
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truthfully said that in these parts a motor 
car is even more essential than a comfort- 
able bed. Distances are enormous and a 
journey of not less than 300 miles to 
the next place worthy of description as. 
a town, over indifferent roads, is taken 
as a matter of course. Air travel is more 
commonplace than in Britain simply 
because it is more essential for covering 
the open spaces. It would be well to bear 
in mind that to the casual observer the 
number of motor cars in use in Rhodesia 
is no indication of affluence—quite the 
contrary. 


The one great point of difference be- 
tween Britain and Rhodesia is, of course, 
the weather. Here it is most unusual if 
a day passes at any time of the year 
without seeing the sun. The year is 
divided into two long seasons—winter and 
summer—and to the majority the six 
months of so called winter is the more 
popular. It is dry throughout, in fact, 
it is absolutely unique to find a spot of 
rain during the winter season. After be- 
ing accustomed to the thermometer 
around the 80’s, the mornings and even- 
ings are considered chilly if the tempera- 
ture falls below 50 degrees; but the blue 
sky and the sun are here and become so 
commonplace that if a cloud does appear 
it seems to cast its shadow upon all. In 
the summer, which is roughly from Octo- 
ber to March, it is warm to hot all the 
time, the maximum temperature being 
about 98 degrees. Summer is the rainy 
season, but that description does not 
mean a period of continuous rain. For 
the most part spasmodic rainstorms occur 
at frequent intervals. I am told that the 
thing to do is to get a bungalow or house 
situated about half-way down a hill; alk 
you have to do is to tell your neighbour 
at the top of the hill exactly what you 
want him to plant in his garden: in due 
time the rain sees to it that what was. 
formerly his garden is yours after a really 
good rainstorm. This is, of course, an ex- 


as 


** Cumberland Court,” a block of 16 maisonettes recently constructed in Salisbury, 
Southern Rhodesia. The architects are R. S. and S. W. Parker, of Salisbury. John 
Laing & Son, Ltd., are the builders. 
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aggeration but it serves to illustrate what 
is meant here by rain. 

For those who are keen on any form of 
outdoor sport, this part of the world is 
the millennium. Cricket, tennis, rugger, 
and association football, golf, hockey, 
swimming, softball, shooting, etc., are 
available, while for the not so young the 
ancient game of bowls is beginning to 
appear. For the horticulturist, space is 
available to his heart’s content and the 
scope of his activities is only restricted by 
the time available; moreover the manual 
tasks can be offloaded to the native gar- 
den boy. Social life is here, as every- 
where, dependent- upon what the indi- 
vidual cares to make it. 

The chief disadvantages probably all 
emanate from the ever-present factor, dis- 
tance. Suitable holidays are a big problem 
mainly because the desire to get to the 
seaside is an arduous and expensive 
undertaking. With the extension of 
facilities for air travel it will very soon 
be more convenient and probably cheaper 
to fly to Europe for the annual leave 
period than to visit a really worthwhile 
African seaside resort. 

I now come to the beginning of the end 
of these jottings. If asked whether or 
not I would advise a change from the 
well-known life of Britain I would say it 
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all depends upon who you are and what 
you are. Britain is always home to the 
Britisher and family ties are always im- 
portant, and especially so to the ladies. 
Opportunities are here in abundance, 
especially for the artisan or tradesman 
who is adaptable. I have not the slightest 
doubt that the good tradesman can 
quickly get on his feet out here and very 
soon be much better off than his counter- 
part in Britain. For those in general, I 
would say that the burden of taxation is 
lighter, but the cost of living is high; the 
difference between the two depends on 
the circumstances, tastes and habits of the 
individual. 


On the whole, I do sincerely think that 
the adventure, experiment, or will to 
settle as the case may be, is always worth- 
while, for in this quickly developing and 
enormous country opportunities are here 
in abundance. It would be wise to dis- 
pel quickly the idea of making a fortune 
in double quick time, but on the other 
hand, if a little concentrated effort is 
applied, you can be sure of a spacious 
place in the sun and for a certain broad- 
ening of the mind and pocket to those 
who persevere and are flexible enough 
to take the various changes in their stride. 


WOODLANDER. 





BUILDING RESEARCH STATION DIGEST No. 79 


Corrosion of Sewer Pipes, Treatment of Walls Infected 
with Dry Rot and Repairs to Asphalt Roofs 


|RUILDING Research Station Digest 
No. 79, prepared by the Build- 
ing Research Station, Garston, Watford, 
Herts, and recently issued (HMSO, price 
3d.), deals with the internal corrosion of 
concrete sewer pipes by effluents contain- 
ing sulphates; the treatment of walls 
infected with dry rot; and repairs to 
mastic asphalt and felt roof coverings. 
We reproduce below the main text of 
the Digest : — 
Internal Corrosion of Concrete Sewer 
Pipes by Effluents Containing Sulphates 


BRS Dicest 31 dealt with the attack 
on concrete by sulphates in soils and 
ground waters. Soil conditions were clas- 
sified into three groups according to the 
concentration of sulphur trioxide preserit 
in the clay or ground water, and pre- 
cautions were outlined for different types 
of concrete work. 


Portland cement concretes differ con- 
siderably in their resistance to attack by 
sulphate waters, from the very vulnerable 
lean cast-in-situ ballast concretes to the 
much more resistant dense precast con- 
crete products made with rich mixes. 
The concentration of sulphate salts to 
which they may be exposed with safety 
varies correspondingly. 

In classifying ground waters according 
to their content of sulphates it was noted 
that concentrations up to 300 parts sul- 
phur trioxide per million were not likely 
to damage even the poorest concrete. 
Ground waters containing less than this 
amount were called Class I and it repre- 
sents, in general, the safe limit for lean 
concretes cast-in-situ. It appears that 


some authorities have also adopted this 
figure as the safe limit to apply to the 
much denser and more resistant Port- 
land cement concretes used in the manu- 
facture of concrete pipes and accordingly 
have considered it unsafe to permit 
effluents containing more than 300 parts 
sulphur trioxide per million to enter 
existing concrete sewers. Concrete pipes 
conforming to BS556-1945* are com- 
posed of dense concrete made from mixes 
not leaner than 1: 4 and are cured for 
not less than six weeks before use, the 
date of manufacture being marked on 
each pipe or fitting. Moreover, there is 
little or no tendency for evaporation at 
the exterior to draw the salts into the 
concrete and so to accentuate the risk 
of attack. As was indicated in Digest 
No. 31, there is little risk in exposing 
such concretes in sewers to substantially 
higher concentrations. Taking into 
account the condition of exposure and 
the density of Portland cement concrete 
pipes conforming to BS556, it may be 
assumed as a rough working rule that a 
concentration of sulphur trioxide in the 
sewage should be regarded with suspicion 
if it reaches 1,000 parts per million over 
any considerable period of time. The 
same limit may be applied to asbestos- 
cement pipes which equal very dense con- 
crete pipes in their resistance to attack. 
Where new works are concerned, and it 
is known that higher concentrations of 
sulphates may occur, suitable precautions 
can be taken by the use of cements that 
are more sulphate-resistant. 








* This Standard is now in course of revision, but 
the requirements as regards quality of concrete will 
be not Jess stringent. 
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The above limit applies to direct attack 
by neutral salts of any sulphur acids and 
covers their total content calculated as 
sulphur trioxide. It does not apply t 
acidic effluents, which are much more 
damaging. ; 

Deterioration is also sometimes eXxperi- 
enced in sewers as a result of the reduc. 
tion by anerobic bacteria of sulphur 
compounds to hydrogen sulphide, Which 
is subsequently oxidised to sulphuric aci¢ 
at the exposed concrete surface above 
the level of normal flow. No definite 
relation has been found in practice be- 
tween the content of sulphur compounds 
in sewage and the incidence of such 
troubles. Normal sewage commonly 
contains enough sulphur compounds to 
give rise to hydrogen sulphide production 
if the other conditions that favour it are 
also present. In the exceptional cases 
of systems where such troubles have 
arisen, some benefit may be obtained by 
keeping down the content of sulphur 
compounds, as far as may be practicable, 
though more specific methods of treat. 
ment are available (e.g., maintaining a 
rate of flow that at all times ensures 
erobic conditions, or adding oxidising 
agents such as chlorine to the sewage; the 
anerobic conditions that give rise to 
hydrogen sulphide can thus be avoided), 
Such exceptional cases need individual 
consideration. 


The Treatment of Walls Infected with 
Dry Rot 


AS A RESULT of recent investigations, 
earlier recommendations for sterilising 
walls infected with the dry rot fungus 
(e.g., those given in the Station’s Repair 
of Damaged Buildings Note No. 9), need 
modification in so far as they concern 
the choice of fungicide. The following 
is an extract from the latest revised 
edition of the Forest Products Research 
Laboratory's Leaflet No. 6. Copies of 
the leaflet can be obtained free on appli- 
cation to the Laboratory at Princes Ris- 
borough, Aylesbury, Bucks. 

“4. Sterilise the surface of all brick- 
work or stonework which has been in 
contact with decayed wood or which is 
permeated with fungal strands. This is 
usually effected by heating, with a power- 
ful blowlamp, the surface of the wall 
until it is too hot to touch, followed by 
the plentiful application of a fungicide. 

The following fungicides have been 
used extensively for the sterilisation of 
infected walls :— 


(a) Sodium pentachlorphenate at a 
strength of 8 oz. to the gallon of water. 
This has been increasingly used in 
recent years and is probably the most 
effective substance for this purpose. 

(b) Mercuric chloride (corrosive sub- 
limate) at a strength of one part in 
1,000 parts of water or methylated 
spirits is also highly effective, but this 
solution is intensely poisonous and 
must be handled only by skilled and 
responsible persons. It should be used 
only for surface treatment and not for 
“irrigation” of walls (see below). 

(c) Magnesium silico-fluoride at a 
strength of 16 oz. to the gallon of 
water and sodium fluoride in a satur- 
ated solution in water (i.e., about 6 02. 
to the gallon of water) have been used 
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extensively. Though these substances 

are highly toxic to fungi, there are 

indications that their effectiveness is 
reduced after contact with lime mortar. 

Where dampness is likely to persist 
in solid walls that are deeply permeated 
by strands of Merulius an * irriga- 
tion’ treatment should be carried out 
along the following lines; the detailed 
procedure will, of course, vary accord- 
ing to the type of wall concerned : 

Holes should be made in the wall at 
3 ft. centres at the upper limit of the 
infected area, either by removing whole 
bricks or by drilling into the wall to a 
depth of 9 in. or so. Solution is then 
poured into the holes through a funnel 
(bottles with the bottoms knocked off 
make convenient and cheap funnels). 
The treatment should be continued until 
fluid appears at a second line of holes cut 
into the wall 3 ft. or so lower down; if 
necessary, these holes may then in their 
turn be used to receive more fluid. This 
process is continued until the required 
height of wall has been irrigated. 

Only if the mortar has perished or 
when the bricks themselves are permeated 
with fungus should it be considered 
essential to rebuild brickwork into which 
the strands have permeated. 

5. Allow the walls to dry out after 
treatment and brush off any efflorescence 
of salts on the surface of the wall.” 

The efflorescence following an irriga- 
tion treatment may be heavy and long 
continued, particularly if sodium or 
magnesium salts have been used. 

A treatment using a barrier layer of 
zinc oxychloride paint or plaster was de- 
scribed in The Builder, 1952, 182 (5706), 
pp. 975-7.. The material is relatively ex- 
pensive, but its use in special cases might 
be considered. 


Repairs to Mastic Asphalt and Felt 
Roof Coverings 

A MASTIC ASPHALT roof covering pro- 
perly laid on a suitable base needs little 
or no maintenance, but repairs or altera- 
tions may sometimes be needed. It does 
not become porous, but slight cracks may 
be caused, for example, by mechanical 
damage, by movements of the substruc- 
ture or of parapet walls or because of 
the omission, or the use of the wrong 
type, of felt underlay; again, alterations 
to the building may require that part of 
the asphalt covering be removed or 
broken through and new work has then 
to be joined to old. Repairs and altera- 
tions to asphalt must be carried out with 
care and the work should be entrusted 
to a specialist firm, preferably the one 
that laid the asphalt originally. The 
general precautions that must be taken 
are described in the following notes 
which are based largely on the Station's 
Repair of Damaged Buildings Note No. 
5, now out of print. 


Surface dressing.—-Since mastic asphalt 
does not become porous any lack of 
watertightness is due to the formation of 
cracks. Surface dressing must be con- 
sidered, therefore, as a temporary ex- 
Pedient, which may be adopted where the 
cracks are fine and are distributed over a 
small area, rather than as a permanent 
tepair. Mere painting is, however, not 
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likely to be satisfactory; paint needs to 
be applied in conjunction with a close- 
textured fabric. The asphalt surface is 
given a coating of a suitable bituminous 
compound and the fabric is bedded down 
on this whilst it is still wet. When the 
surface has become tacky, a second coat 
is applied and allowed to dry for 24 hours 
before a third coat is applied. A dusting 
with fine dry sand while the compound 


~ is still wet will give added protection. 


Suitable bituminous compounds are 
often described as of “heavy painting 
consistency.” They are usually of the 
emulsion type, but solutions or cutbacks 
are also available; they must not contain 
materials likely to soften the asphalt. 
Some are applied cold either by brush 
or by trowel; others may need gentle 
warming. Tar compounds must not be 
used. 

The fabrics should be close woven and 
yet allow penetration of the bitumen 
adhesive. They include cotton sheeting, 
weight 243-34 oz. per sq. yd., having about 
20 by 16 threads to the inch, and jute 
hessian, weighing about 6 oz. per sq. yd., 
with a mesh opening not greater than 
1/32 in. The openings should be clear 
and the threads clean. The fabrics should 
preferably be rot-proofed and bitumen- 
ised; they should first be preshrunk 
(i.e., soaked in water and dried) if the 
rot-proofing process is one that does not 
have this effect. 

Removal and Replacement. The repair 
of large cracks and of badly cracked 
areas will involve the removal and 
replacement of part of the asphalt. 
Removal must be done with care to avoid 
damaging adjacent asphalt that is to be 
left, an operation requiring skilled crafts- 
manship. The correct method of removal 
and the preparation of the old asphalt 
along the line of joint are described 
below. The preparation of the substruc- 
ture and the laying of the new asphalt 
will follow normal practice for new work 
as described in B.S. Code of Practice 
CP.144.201: ‘“ Mastic asphalt roofing.” 

(a) Considerable damage may be 
caused to existing asphalt by attempting 
to cut it away with hammer and chisel or 
to soften it with a blowlamp. Rough 
handling will increase an existing defect 
and may also cause fresh damage. The 
recognised method of removing asphalt 
is to lay a “ poultice ” of fresh hot asphalt 
along the boundary of the area to be 
removed. This is left until the old surface 
has become warm and soft. The hot 
asphalt is peeled away and the underlying 
asphalt may then be readily cut out with 
a trowel. 

(b) When joining new to old asphalt 
the edge of the old asphalt should be 
softened as described above to permit 
removal of material to a depth of half 
its thickness and to a width of not less 
than 3 inches. This enables a lapped joint 
to be formed when the new asphalt is 
welded to the old by the float. 

A roof covering of bitumen felt is 
more easily damaged than an asphalt 
covering, e.g., by foot: traffic, or, if the 
fixing or bonding is inadequate at any 
point, by a high wind ; to ensure a long 
life it needs a suitable bitumen dressing 
at intervals. Bitumen felt roof coverings 
should, therefore, be inspected more 
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frequently than other forms of roof 
covering and repairs made to any small 
holes and tears, points that have opened, 
skirtings that have pulled out from walls 
and parapets and flashings that have 
been disturbed. Skilled workmanship is 
necessary. Blisters or bulging are not 
necessarily harmful unless punctured, 
though they are liable to damage by foot 
traffic. 

Repairs. Minor defects can be dealt 
with either by sticking down the torn 
edges alone or by covering them with 
patches giving a minimum lap of 3 in. 
beyond the defect, using hot bitumen or 
bituminous lap cement applied cold. 

When the injury extends to the greater 
part of a width of felt the removal of the 
faulty width without extending the 
damage may be difficult. It will normally 
be better to leave the faulty areas in 
position and to apply a further layer 
over the whole. One method that has 
been used for removing a damaged sheet 
is as follows. The joint is warmed gently 
by means of a hot iron or blowlamp 
until the bitumen is soft, when the layers 
of the sheet can be separated and turned 
up. The damaged sheet can then be 
separated from the adjacent one and 
heated further if necessary to separate it 
from the roof surface. The new sheet is 
then inserted and the joint sealed with 
fresh bitumen or lap cement. There may 
be difficulties in this procedure if the 
felt has been heavily gritted or where 
the felt has been nailed down to the 
boarding. Fixing of new sheets should 
follow normal practice for new work as 
described in B.S. Code of Practice 
C.P.144: 101: “ Bitumen felt roof cover- 
ings.” 

Surface dressings. The efficiency and 
life of bitumen roofing felts depend 
largely on the condition of the exposed 
surface. The Code referred to states that 
“the life of bitumen felt roof covering 
will be extended by applying a suitable 
bitumen dressing at intervals of about 
five years, dependent on the state of the 
roof on inspection.” The following notes 
refer only to surface dressing of the self- 
finished bitumen felts and the coated and 
sanded bitumen felts, classes 1C and 1D 
of B.S. 747: 1952. There has been insuffi- 
cient experience of surface dressing of 
mineral-surfaced bitumen felts for any 
recommendations to be given; the 
manufacturer should be consulted. 

The dressing materials for sloping 
roofs are essentially bitumen solutions or 
cutbacks, applied cold and spread at the 
rate of 1 gallon to 200 sq. ft. ; while still 
wet the dressing is blinded with sand or 
fine gravel. The bitumen solutions con- 
tain a volatile thinner and dry quickly. 
Cutbacks are stiffer in consistency, they 
dry much more slowly and sometimes 
need gentle heating for application. Tar 
compounds should not be used. 

For flat roofs an oxidised bitumen of 
softening point about 180-200 deg. F. 
should be spread at the rate of 30 Ib. 
per 100 sq. ft. and, while still hot, should 
be blinded with fine dry grit of mesh 
size between 14 mesh and 3/16 in. at 
the rate of about 1 Ib. per sq. ft. 
Adhesion of the grit will be greatly 
improved if the grit is first heated and 
if the job is done in warm weather. 

(Crown Copyright Reserved) 











Ashby Woulds U.D. 
Ashford (Middlesex).. 
Ashton-under-Lyne 


Aspatria and Brayton oe A 
Atherstone R.D. (parts of) 
A 





Barrow-upon-Soar = 
— Thrussington A2)... 
Basford R.D.(exc. Willough- 

sings -the-Wolds Al) 


Beaconstield & District 


ecm & Stapleford U.D. 
U.D. 
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Bishop’ s Stortford. 
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Bournemouth District 
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Breconshire, County 









Rates.—In all districts — 
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CURRENT RATES. OF WAGES 


AS FROM APRIL 18, 1955. 






(Every endeavour is made to ensure accuracy but we cannot be responsibie for errors.) 


KEY TO SCHEDULE. OF GRADE RATES. 


Grade Classification. 


Craftsmen ... 


A2 A3 
3/1 3/104 

















Charmy Down _........ 
Chatham & District .. 
Cheadle (Staffs) R.D. .. 








A 
Grimsby C.B. & R.D.(part) A 






Middlesbrough “ 
WIGEIION  oeccessessescessssees A 
es ee A 


Labourers 3/4} 3/4 
Town. Grade. Town. — 
Burton-on-Trent C.B._...... A BOOB osccscacdccechonseaseveesen 
OEY cnnsscsnaceancev onsen ae Lyneham (Devon) we 
~- ant egy snnsenes - Macclesfield A 
MRE ccc caseccantextsnere Al Maidenhead A 
— ee 
le a Oe adi 
mes Maldon (Essex) ‘Al 
Cannock U.D. Malvern U.D. . Al 
Canterbury A2 Gainsborough U.D. TRIIGICE ss 0 555 ae sscoecast op A 
MOAI cis cctsncasesaksouseonmspey 5 Manningtree .... Al 
Cardiganshire,County of tA2 Mansfield M.B. ...........44. A 
EO ROLLE AISI OE A March ....0...0.0000.. vr A2 
Carmarthenshire,Cnty of $A2 A Margate ...........0.0+0+8 mosses A2 
Caernarvonshire, Cnty. of tA2 Gloucestershire, Cnty. of tA2 Market Harborough I'D. A 
Carnforth .....<.0s<500. A A2 DABRMIONE. cucssnasonesevansesea A 
Castleford... ik Matlock U.D. 
Caterham . A Melksham ........ 
Chapel-en-! oe Y 
uN 
aA 
ook 
A 













Chelmsford ........sce00- ; 
OBIT sevasscascnswacecoccs A 
Chepstow ..... Al 
Chertsey .... és 
CS eS ene eee 


Chesterfield M.B. 
Chesterfield R.D. ... 
Chester-le-Street U.D. 
oO PaaS. A 
Chippenham (inc. Chippen- 
ham Within and Harden- 
MRMUED.” - contnavexevescsaneete A2 
Chorley 
Clacton ...... 
Cleethorpes .. 
Clevedon 
Cleveleys ..... 
Clitheroe .......... 
Coalville U.D. . 
Cobham (Surrey) 
Colchester 


>>>>> 


N 


ED - <ccsdnene 
Colwyn Bay . 
Congleton 
Consett ..... oan 
ee ene Al 
Cornwall, County of -3A2 
Coventry C.B. ...... ee 
Cranbrook ...... ae 
OS re ee 4 
Crawley (Sussex) .. oll 
Cee ree ae 
a Al 












Crowborough ie 
ROUEN. ssccescsecssscsvessce 
Dalton-in-Furness ............ A 
Darlington District A 
RENE caccessconsenchs a | 
aD sniauieraduen ooZ 
Denbigh Town . .-A2 
Derby C.B ome 
NIE xs dxaresescunen me | 
Devon, County of . tA2 
Dewabury — ..ccece0s- conl 
Didcot ..... ae 
Diss ..... “ae 
Doncaster C.B. A 
ease A 


Dorset, County of (except- 
ing Poole, Swanage and 


Wimborne Al) ............ A2 
.A2 
Dovercourt ... wA 
Driffield U.D. . Al 
Droitwich M.B. ear’ 
Dudley C.B. ..... nal 
Dunstabie ..... Bae 
os eer A 
OIOITIS noes cvnsviesessccnciue 





Glam. & Mon. Val A 
East Grinstead District ... A2 
Eastwood (Notts.) U.D. ...A 
Ebbw Vale & District......... A 
Edenbridge = 
hor 
Epping as 
MORMON? epucceddpeswotecchiacoseuse 





For Birkenhead, Liverpool and London the rates are:—Craftsmen, 4s. 
Labourers, 3s. . TPlus 2d. per working day. +} This is the Coun 
ters and Joiners providing own tools when employed i 
2d. per day; when emres on other building industry work, 4d. 
whout the country the rate of wages for women engaged in craft processes is 3s, 1gd per hour. Women engaged on work other thas 


Grimsby R.D. (remainder) A2 
Guildford District ............ A2 


Halesowen M.B. .............. 
Halif 


Herefordshire, Cnty. of...¢ 


Huntingdon (Staffs) 





Kidderminster M.B 


Knaresborough U.D.. 


oon 
va 
cool 
A 
cook 
oooh 
Al 
cool 
AZ 
oA 
oooh 
By 4 
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For Building Trade Wages in Scotland see page 626. 
















Milford Haven .. - 
Morecambe ...... <i 


PMMUROD 65552. sabsteatccxsseokss 
ENE scsi nsdnoaseccasbavs 
Newark-on-Trent R.D. 
eg? ee 
Newcastle-on-Tyne 
Newcastle-under-Lyme 
New Forest District... 
Newmarket ..... 
Newport, Mon. . 
Newport Pagnell .. 
Newton Abbot ..... 
Northallerton Dist.... 
Northampton C.B. 
North Shields ...... 
Norton Radstock 


hen, oes 
Nottingham C.B. er’ 
Nuneaton M.B................ A 
oy a 8 2 Se A2 
Oldham ........ save 
Ongar ..... ae 
CRI: ce csvessccsseseee wA 
Ossett and Horbury . Ah 
SINNER Sic cevechsaecsciess cae 
Oxted . ais sooth 





Paignton .. ae 
Peterborough | pater 
S 


Pickering caieeanne 
Plymouth ..... 

Pontefract ....... 
Pontypridd District. 
Portishead .......... 


POTSIMOUE ..,.<cccce0s 
Port Talbot .. 

Preston ...... 
i ; 
PORROPOUEE cnc sccscrscccccece 


Radnorshire, County of tA 
PUONNG gcc vw'caisccusvcakess A 
Rayleigh 
Reading 
Redcar B. ..... oe 
Redditch U.D. ......... 
Redhill and Reigate ... 
NE aca deliexnconsenk 
Rochdale ... 
Rochester 

Rotherham ..... ms 
= | Sa A 


Saffron Walden ............0.. 
St. Albans ..... ; 
St. Helens . 
St. Neots ... 
Salisbury City 
Salisbury Plain ... 
Sawbridgeworth 
Saxmundham 

Scarborough 
Scunthorpe ... 


wn 


>2z>2>>>>> 


Sevenoaks 
Sheerness 
Sheffield 
Shipley ......... : 
Shoeburyness ..............000. A 


>>Bd>d>>>2>22E552 


1}d.; Labourers, 3s. 7d. In the case of London the rate beyond the 12-mile radius is: —Craftsmen, 4s. d.; 
ty rate and applies except where higher grades are stated. 
in establishments operating under the Supplementary Rules for Woodworking Factories and Shops, receive 





Southend. -on-Sea Dist, 





Stoke-on-Trent C.B, 


M.B. 
Sunderland District 


Sutton Cold M.B. 





bER> >>> 2S 25>5255255555525525555 


= ie 
nN 


North of, to 6 Billericey A 
A 


Uppingham (Salo) 





>2>>> 





>: 
wv 


Pree rd 


West Bromwich C.B. 


wv 


Weston-super-Mare 


Whitstable ‘and District ... 


Wolverhampton C.B.. 


Wrexham (incl. Cefn). 
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CURRENT PRICES OF MATERIALS 














HE information given on these 
ages h 
T for The Builder and is pond rg seta specially compiled 
details given should indicate fair av he intention that the Hand-made Sandfi 
i air avera aced Ch 
‘eessarily the highest or the lowest. . of materials, not gr  caaee sites)” Red Facings. Berk- £462. 
rices apply to lz and-made Sandfac } _ eee per 1,00 
quantities 0 of materials loaded at works, delivered at L pply to large Berkshire district ive : Multi- Colour Facings. per 1,000 17 5 6 
or at site in London Area as stated. Pri fi ondon Stations Rubber Bricks for gaug a sites) sid 1? 
x merchant’s warehouse will necessarily “me or smaller quantities 2§ in. Surrey Clamp long yd sites) ... - 41 10 0 
the stocking and handling costs involved. e _—" so as to include an se see) i Stock Facings 
ue Surre ; 
circumstances NOW prevailing it is recommended ae the exceptional (London sites) iin Burnt “Multi “Stock "Facings ” 13 6 O 
materials should be confirmed by inquiry fi at the prices of Glazed Bricks (London sit y 14 
y from suppliers and merchants. Stretchers .. mee" ‘White, Ivory, B Brown_ 18 0 
AGGREGATES AND SAND —— a j “ee 
uoins, Bullnose and : eee ee ie 3 
Dabeaed she Peat lorry loads. Average of prices for Double Stretchers .. 44 in. Flats" re as » 9 0 
a hee. estminster, Paddington, Holborn and pacers Headers... : . ua _ = 85 0 0 
Two side and two ends “ Say ye ae 9» 77 10 0 
Pit Ballast ne a — Sol sides and oneend .... oe ~~ ig i" 87 0 0 
. Pit Sand 3 ee ins oe eee --- per yd. Ls 6 "Cra and Squints rh at oe ‘a 89 10 0 
Washed Sand . a si oo ne a = 1211 pra hy Buff £3 extra over White. Other ” 83 0 0 
oy ie tee ay ea 2 rs, hard glaze, £8 10s. Od. ee 
din. Broken Brick ot ara te ae i : All above prices plus 173° for Best oe 
Pan Breze i. xt vee ate ae ne s 1 0 : plus 174% less 10% for Podbory sy - 
ine or Coarse ‘oamed Slag Ager t sae ove = 10 3 é 
2 yds. of fine and 2.6 yds. of egrega — ton .» per ton 3 0 9 ss SLABS, etc. 
CEMENT, etc. . —— MOONE: AG: CES SN 
OLLOW CLay P cine } 5 
Including non-ret PARTITION BLOCKS (Key 
Best British Port aay pple a= or paper bags. Minimum aaiaied 
tion delivered Charing Cross tandard Specifica- in. ... ; lorry loads. 
6-ton loads and upwards igeaa pz) tr ie ia 140 yds. — 
d upwards, site * 35 ts : 140 --- per yd. sup 4 4 
. I . — site ae “se .. perton 5 | 3 in. (3 cavity) ei 120 a : = = ae 
apid Hardening Cement in 6- 29 5 13 vs i 
wards to site ton loads and up- die *3 in. (6 cavity) BUILDING BLOCKS (Keyed) ’ 
i to 6 tons do. site y 512 0 *4 in. (6 cavity) eee 110 yds. ; 
Aquacrete Water Repellent c aa Gia. @iia. X Skin) 95 yds. ; one 99 5 6 
ton on ordinary ir , ‘ment. 32s. 6d. per _ 5 4 0 ms Half block 38 in.) 1,250 blocks tee ves 9 
~~ Buff or Khaki C aie alone eis cks at no extra charge. “ ... per 1,000 26 6 0 
ther colours according ; -ton lots aes : C 
In 4-ton lots fom 2985, Od. to 685s - 73:0 _ eee ed Sad 100 yds anderen 
ae a Cement 5 985s. Od. per ton. ry og dee eee eee 85 vds. . ++» per yd. sup. a9 
nder | ton ie : - pis eee ea 75 yds. te pe 4 
417 Cement (Ultra Rez apid Hard per cwt ” a : 4in.  ... eee pas 55 ae ; ” J 3 
ait apwards ardening) in 6-ton lots , 9 Ae a % Gs 
uper Cement (Wat ser Zin... ee ANHAM 
ottland nt (Waterproof), 32s. 6d. per ton above wm 6H se | a wea a pie = ae vee aaa 6 8 
ullamix Tyrolean Fini : . } 2m... ie an sis vee x ch sig 
_ {ton loads pom circ 5s. Od. to £14 Os. Od. pa ease eae 7 
ightning and pa ; in. oad ¢ = eee eee ae 
S ous canent, € a ae aes High Alumin- ; " sii areal eee : iT H 
tourb = yi OLER P * 
pt nog Fireclay, 6-ton loads at Railway Depot, * 14 8 3 4 in te es oes 150 PARTITION “BLocks 
Moler M : _— ¢ falls tee ae 120 vds. cei ans ” 15 6 
pada ortar Powder for "Flue Bricks (London ” 68 9 pos eee uae oe 100 yds. aay << ” 15 9 
eee ana vee eb te a Ae © eee aad on 90 yds. va tee a 16 0 
BRIC -» percwt. 110 0 oe : ; 
KS hin. ... THERMAL IT PARTITION en KS lll 
Full Loads. THE 120 yds. . in 
ww Al First Hard Stocks 3 in. RMALITE LOADBEARING IN an 
Al Second Hard Stocks oe. i ae ess ... per 1,000 11 4in. ... ge sah 100 yds. = manrenlinitiaen 
a oe —— (Kiln Burnt)... “es vee os: - 10 16 - i es ae be _ we we 2 a 34 
: ild Stocks aoe La tee one Gi se tee ‘ae yds. s< ” 9 
Al All loaded eee ‘os 9 1 6 in. eee ro Pe 50 co eee aa 13 
E fr 2 8 ° 50 yds. : ” a” 
~ of ee tee inte long 94 tae works. The question is 8 16 6 9 = $36 tee ee 37% yds. - eee a 16 1 
i be —— from job to a and prices must tee was m 33 yds. 6 wis ” } ; 6 
ee 2§ in. Nominal Flett LooR BLOCKS a 34 
“a2 Dj fe etton Bricks to sit 3 in. Floor Blocks 12 i AND FILLER Tunes 
vik ee ; ‘ es bs W.c. lorry-loads . S sii by 12 in. delivered in full 
tA Keyed do ae eee ae ie 48. pg do. . age an .. per 1,000 33 6 0 
TAZ ustics ; ; ‘ . = 7 Ae O. «. is a as os Z 35 14 
cae Cellular Rustics om ore ea a . 215 © 6 in. dow... We: “<< ose ae es - a o : 
“AD Single B oe eae = a - ” 618 0O 7 in. do. eee cee ae Pes 7 
ullnose do. . eee 8 re me * 4717 9 
Al Sandfaced . a vee ose a iz ” 618 0 we _ do. ... ai ae ee vee is 58 8 O 
ms Best Blue Pressed Staff: iG ee ” 613 0 0" = < }’Filler Tiles in multiples of 10 tiles e 99 68 9 O 
AL Do. Bullnose aed ondon Stations) .. ae e PR io sy hed 2 do. do. tiles per 1,000 multiples 56 15 0 
AD 7 Aneng Cuts cee wecsen* . ae se ‘ 7 13 é sie, = do. i _ 6410 0 
ok idhurst Lime Bricks (Lo s s oe x 99 a ” a 7100 
J F _ond * 24 14 
tf Wines Whey tandon eg 3 | STONEWARE DRAIN PIPES, etc. 
A2 hin. Best s andlime Bricks (London ot ” 9 6 6 he following are the percentages 
to ‘sites) ... Jelivere percentages to be adde ‘ 
- | Daa - if urbridge Fire Bricks (London - 714 0 delivered saa He e added to the Standard List prices 
ue O. re 7 elivered ex Merc F 
oa eee see eG yer 100 picees 
$in. Machi on sites ie = rer 2 é pieces Unde ai 
‘ foyae ano made Sandfaced Red  Facings ” 3% 0 0 Best Quality e Over 2 tons Uiader 9 teas a pieces 
23 In. . est do. +1173% 0 
ve: ‘ae -made “Multi Red Facings (London - ss BSS 7 Quality se ~ i a : HH ee i. 10°, i 130% 
i } in. Hand ested do. pei + YL, +372° é 
‘ —_ made Sandfaced Red Facings (London ( i413 6 Deli +473 +1178 % take t 308 
iin. Hand-made Sand Best Qualit abr h aro Manufacture rs’ W ; 
bs » not y eee € = Works 
(London sites) ve faced Multi-Colour r Facings 15 6 0 BSS Best do. ... 4 Pes 235% 4 2 4115S Y 
43 16 10 a Quality... +374%+85° t 10% 3, +105% +10% +115% 
SS Tested do.... + 474% 4 85 °° m3 374%. “108% 4+374%4 115° 
+474%41055% +474504 115% 
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AIN PIPES, etc.—continued po october 7 
; - — en oe (in 12 in, lengths) £ 8:4. ORS (in Lots I-11) 
... per 1,000 1 3 6 Pragya area. METALS: 
2 ” in orizontal Pan ! : ae a 
DAMP COURSE ed aged i a re 
Hessian base bitume 2F in. X 6 ft. 6 in, ae a eacl 112 9 
a n7] t.6in. X 6 ft. ” 5 
cu fo mall widths mils of £6 alae and ove Bi 9m. > 6 On ead 
eliverec c é over 2 in. do. b Jo ose re oe 34 in. 
Asbestos Pie 9 aes _— ud " per nen a eh eters — Pattern 4 x G in deal 116 6 4in. 
ad lined bitumen ditto 9 0. 5 2 ft. 9 in. x 6 ft. ae rl we a x 44 in. 
<$ in. x +e in. British veoh aw “ee SUP: do. Pr 3 2 in. Panel, top ade pds Pattern 2 x G in dea * 3 il ; a 
: = Me in. do. aoe a tai 1000 38 6 0 2i6 1n: <6. O IN, «6 2 x G in deal 
Bin x4hin. doe Ree” coe . as [9G HOES, ee 2198 =" 
14 in. x4i in nag Osis - tee ” a 2 6 se % 4x6 2 in. 
: ieee . ore ” 17 2} in. 
9 in. x44 in. 4 - ee Geer Jets pa 14 . . SUNDRIES 3in. 
— ” 976 Delivered London area ig 
. a. 4in. 
STONE 1 whe Wool Slabs, 6 ft. 0 in. x 2 ft. O in. in 
i ee ee ee > eee per yd 2 in 
Monks Park 2 in. do. (67 yds. to 1 ton) ... i 5 8 2h in. 
St. Aldhelm Box Ground " per ft. cube 8 0 2hin. do. A agian lam ; ie mets 
Delivered in railway faickecat $ = 9 0 3 in. do. (39 ae. to Ton) ..« , 10 I} 34 in. 
B.R. Western Region at South Lambeth Quantities under 1 ton add id. A gl 1 ai: 
Doulting Stone Random Block # in. imported insulation Board, a Jeans — 
~baeay etiam g yoo Delivered London area _,, 8 9 eee Som Fe . & per 
Portland Stone— eae : 8 3 eae ggg per 100sq.ft.2 26, “mim 
Brown Whitbed in random blocks, 20 i : ae... fe pn sis 
delivered in railway trucks at Ni ft. average fin. a Flat Building Sheets ce 7 3 2 6 
Southern Region ine Elms, B.R. Roofi on PU YE. FG 
Yorkshire Stone—Blue Robin H er » 8 3} ‘do. — etd ; 2 2 sin 
A gpg pty tm eget Hoo dQ uality Best Scotch Glue in slabs “oy 1§ i 
* in. 1 ow 
. tooled ils ubbed, weathered, iemesneas and Croid ¢ Glue “en on ag 3 3 ; -_ 
2in. x 6in jc ae - per ft.cube 3 10 8 Cut Nails 3 in. (1 we 28 Ib ' 
12 in. X 3 in. Plain co 0. in. (I-ton lots)... sige 2 60 Pipes 6- 
: : ing, t ” 210 6 do. 4 in. and . perton 62 : 
14 nee es Weathered ic ipod , 119 0 Wire Nails, 3 Page on lots) - eae 59 i D SingieI 
4h i > oo do. do ed coping, 212 0 do. 4 in. and up (4- - percwt, 3 09 paced 
in. X 9in. Plinth, rubbed on t ” i ie oe. lots) . ’ 303 Bends s 
: rs sawn two sides Slabs, et ca see snd face... 220 MET. ~~ 
ps ge Cover Stones, 3 in., 4 in. and 6 i - per ft. sup. 1 & cae . 
edges coped for rendered brickwork in. Basis Joi STeeL Joists, Etc. 
] do. fair one edge for f perft.cubel 5 9 sis Joists— 
brickwork ae oe air faced 6in. x Sin.,8in. x Sin., 8in. x 6in., 10in. x 6 —_— 
Hard York— . aS ie ee 110 6 = x 6in. ae cut to > lengths delivered London SORE 
in. Square Steps, rubbed E e ne 26 
14 in. x 3 ps, rubbed on top and edge pe pes for sizes + per ton 4100 Angles 
and “Bags Round-nosed Steps, rubbed on . ie sis 3 a he 34 in. 4in. X Ijin. 3 — 
in. x 6 in. Plain Steps, rubb .. perft.cube2 8 0 in. os x , 10 0 nion 
2 in. Rubbed and ps, rubbed top and front .. 4in. x Zin. 10in. x 44 in. . 210 0 
fa see ee given sizes per ft. sup , 3 : Sin. x 2pin., 5 in. x ta , 110 0 
quared, in random sizes per yd. sup.2 19 3 Py @ “at ea ‘ ; 15 0 Gutter 
: an in. Tin. x 3hin. | 13 in. ey 22 5 0 Drop ¢ 
TILES AND PANTILES Sin. x Zin. 24 in. x 2. See ee Te 
epee London area by road in 6 ton 9in. x 4 in.” 10 cs. i. omg Sin. x din, | r 3 0 Newz 
cdiiumanahk Paiilies oak Peaiahe s or over per 1,000 in. Sin. 22 in. X 7 in. aes Union 
One ag district — Tiles from 9 in. X 7 in. 10in. x Sin. 12 in. x Bi ia 
and-made Pantiles Berkshire di 29 8 0 14 in. x 54 in. tan. in. in. X 8 in. 
Hand-made Double Berkshire district i , 50 9 0 tine’ “icing cn oS fee 
Hand-made 10} x 6 les Berkshire distit Bee [kecie eves wecie fo 8°) 
“ ] : pe: ° in. i ° ae 
Hand-made Hip and Valley “ncn ue ae 13 18 $ Steel angles dengue x fin, 20in. x 7 - bea 
Machine-made Hip and Valley tile ‘do. es “as 110 0 Steel tees average price a oe aes 42 15 0 Mild | 
Concrete tiles 10} x 64 a ae wae we 18 0 Fabricated work delivered ‘London— 43 15 0 
ene seal Interlocking (498) ... on si ss 2 1 6 P R.S. — = and fitted 
— age in t ompou vs a ave tee 
ge in transit, purchasers’ responsibility. sities Stanchions ——* oe tee me a5 ‘ 63 i“ ? Soft s 
‘compound stanchions _... » 68 10 0 a 
raters * ern and Purlins ” Ke 7 0 
irst-quality Slates from Penrh perp eg Pig pyre i . aM 
yn or Portmad Angle cleats and $ in., Galv. 
#00 actual truck loads to London Rate Station. “— London area = — ne rohan aioe price 4 
ee .-percwt. 4 15 0 5 
on FERRO- een 26 
22 x 12 12417 4 Mild Steel Ferro-Concrete b S785 Bans Galv 
ars t aly 
33 1 Bg | Miecfe aman pve aia RL 
20 x 10 88 9 ‘ %; in. do. yy : “pert ton extra 4 7 : 26 
Ee gi3 | te & et ae 
9 in. 0. ss 
a6 x 19 sas ie ee ad = 14 S a + — ” 12 D ALI 
se: sa - ss nai aes vee Pcs Tub TEEL TUBES 
Note.—Break : Bs use ee Me ubes to BSS1387 and Fittin as 
age in transit, purchasers’ responsibility. 38 3 8 ee ae W.I. itiings —_ ale te — She 
ituings Shec 
TIMBER Class B+ 184% Light + 3249 i 
: Z x | Coil 
Softwood— a C + 353% Heavy + ria Malleable List—324% + 40% | Coil 
Joinery quality Class A _ y il 
Carcassing quality Ex, = per standard £110 to £135 Class B — te Light + 193° - 
PR ei — and Grooved Flooring do. . ~ fo £102 Class C + 114% Heavy + 27 Ag Malleable List—32} % on 
Mahogany—African S.E. : C.I. HALF-ROUND GuTT : 
do. Honduras do. - per ft. cube 1 10 0 Spliced anion ge eS ee i “S 
aie European do. ” > = © St Cor 
in Japanese do. «ae vi 25 0 3 in. Gutters Nozzles En 
English Logs sawn ... do. » 210 0 a . a om woo wes SSE 32 “nt Ext 
Teak 8 in. average S.E. ° ve 117 6 sa eee toe tee eee eee = 3/104 3 } E 
Walnut — African Lo | 3 15 — ae. e 4/ Aa a 
nLogssawn ... do. ” i 0 4 in. oS . aes <a dee Ate 3/10 1/4 Ext 
” 5 0 5 in. Se ase a - 33 4/4 1/7 Ext 
. 6/1 4/8 Wit Tut 
Tut 
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£ METALS—continued PLUMBERS’ BRASS WORK, etc. 
& d, C.1.0.G. Gutters St Delivered in London area. 
1 12 Gutters Nozzle Ends ry ay : F ; 
i 0 pl ozzle ag All per doz. sin. Zin. lin. Ifin. fin. in 
i 13 3 in oe 4/7 4/1 1/1 Screwdown bib cocks Crutch 
iM 0 34 in ome ue <. ; ‘ head for iron - J- 128/8 
4in. oe / oilet bib cocks for iron 109/- 158/5 
29 4 in sae pt pi a Screwdown stop cocks for iron 66/- 95/9 188/- 363/- 522/6 917/6 
21 0 jin. = 4 / oe do. with two unions for lead 89/- 132/- 234/4 472/- 623/6 1389/6 
6 (38 | RAIN- WATER PIPES Double nut boiler screws 18/8 26/5 47/6 48/6 67/- 93/6. 
21 Per yd. in 6- ft. ~~ Pipe Bends _ Branches Heavy Croydon ball valves 77/- 193/6 312/5 568/8 734/10 — 
23 : in. : 7/7 3/10 5/7 Plumbers’ union brass lead to 
2} in. 7/7 4/4 7/5 iron sas eee -- 19/6 23/6 38/6 52/10 70/6 165/- 
3 in. 8/6 5/5 8/1 ldin. 1}in. 2in. 3in. 34$in. 4in. 
3} in. 9/8 6/4 9/8 Caps and screws 33/- 40/8 59/6 92/5 118/10 155/3 
in. a ks |e GUE 7/9 11/6 Brass sleeves H1/11 31/11 56/2 74/10 91/5 
L.€.€. € S 1 PE: 14 x 6lb. 14 x 61b.2 x 7b. 3 x 71b. 
din ic Balamasiet " : a 6/8 8/1 Lead P. trap with brass cleaning - 
3-2 aL in 9/04 7/4 10/1 screws ; : 66/- 82/- 131/- 224/- 
7 4 nag 10 0% 8/1 11/11 Lead S. trap do. 79/- 98/- 161/- 288/- 
Sit 3h in, 11/43 10/1 13/11 
10 3 in. 12/113 11/3 16/5 Solder . s. dh 
Il $f Above prices for gutters, rain-water and soil pipes for under 5 cwt. lots Plumbers per Ib. 3 ; 
only. Lots over 5 cwt. see List No. 3300 dated February 1, 1955, plus 74% Tinmen’s _ ... te te “ te : ” 4 7 
2 2% and tonnage allowance. 4-ton lots 5 per cent., 2-ton lots 2} per cent. Blow pipe... ve . - “ oe ” 4 
2 16 L.C.C. Coatep DRAIN PIPES a — 
326 In 9-fts. Copper TUBES AND SHEETS 
: Bag cwt. qr. 7 per yd. Bends Branches Copper tubes BSS 659/1944 on the basic price of 423d. per Ib. plus gauge 
47 4 in. I 1 27/4 19/3 34/- and manufacturing extras as follows. Minimum quantities, 3 cwt. 
1 6 6 in. 2 0 4 40/9 51/- 81/9 Extra 
1 9 ASBESTOS RAIN-WATER PIPES AND FITTINGS d. d. 
500 All less 174 per cent. discount. ; in. x 19 gauge me 123 Total per lb. 55% 
: ; 0 2 in. 23 in. 3 in. 4 in. Bo < 7 i sae as 11k i 2 = 
0 Pipes 6-ft. lengths .. per yd. 3/9 4/- 4/10 6/5 in. X 18 ,, 93 2 
62 10 0 Shoes a each 2/5 2/8 3/2 4/3 Itin. x 18 ,, 9 3 51% 
59 0 0 Single Branches : - 3/9 4/6 5/4 7/6 13 in. Le . a 51% 
309 Bendssquare orobtuse. —;, 2/8 2/11 3/9 5/4 2 in. x 17 Sac 105 z 534 
303 Swan Necks 44 in. proj. 2/11 3/9 4/3 5/11 Rolled Seen sheets u up to 48 in. wide, basic price £ os. d. 
3/2 ¢ 
do. 6in. do. ” Je 3/9 4/10 6/5 plus gauge and manufacturing extras perton 433 0 0 
Asspestos O.G. GUTTERS AND FITTINGS 
4 in. 43 5 in. 6 in. ZINC 
Gutters 6-ft. lengths ... per yd. 3/7 3/11 4/8 5/73 Sheet Zinc 10 gauge (25 SWG) 5 cwt. lots upwards percwt. 8 11 
Drop ends each 2/10 3/4 3/10 4/7 do. 12 gauge (23 SWG) om = 8 9 9 
: poe Ends... oe ” PY . F, 4 4 ; a do. 14 gauge (21 SWG) 2 S 8 8 
1 ngies ... ° eee Pe 
ike Nozzles __ aus wae a 2/10 3/4 3/10 4/7 Brass TUBES 
3 10 0 Union Clips 1/5 1/8 2/1 2/5 Brass tubes basic price, plus gauge a and manufactur- 
: 10 0 ASBESTOS Hat F- “Rou JND GUTTERS AND FITTINGS ing extras «ae Pa 2 97 
10 0 3 in. 4in. 4h in. 5 in. 6 in. 
115 0 Gutters 6-ft. lengths per yd. 2/6 2/114 3/04 3/7 5/- 
3 Z 0 Drop ends each 2/1 2/5 2/8 2/11 4/3 
0 Stopends... nex a 9 /10 il 1/- 1/2 
2008 Anges ll 3 (SB 83 LEAD SHEET AND PIPES 
1 5 0 Nozzles... ios 2/1 2/5 2/8 2/11 4/3 Basis selling price in minimum one-ton delivery to one address in London 
00 Union Clips ae ea 1/- 1/1 1/2 1/4 2/- or Home Counties. 
Per ton basis £4 
in London Lead Sheet, English, 3} Ib. substance and upwards perton 143 5 0 
ga ¢& Lead Water Pipe in coils ; ae i 144 10 0 
10 0 ey Strobes Crown Merchant vanasied = br . Lead — Pipe 10 eps over 2 2 in. to 4 in. dia. ms ta : : 
ild Steel Bars , as 9 16 over 4 in. dia dad 
Mild Steel Hoops 41 3 6 Lead Gas or Untinned Compo pipe 146 0 O 
15 0 Ex Merchant’s Extras over Basis for quantities under 1 ton. 
15 0 ‘Stock per ton 5 cwt. and under | ton ; per cwt. 2 0 
Two-ton lots 3cwt. do. 5 cwt. , > 
. : Soft Sheets C.R. and C.A.— £.s. lcwt. do. 3 cwt. “5 ” 6 © 
20 gauge oe es = = He 52 8 6 Smaller quantities than | cwt. priced specially. 
10 0 24 gauge 54 18 6 Supplying sheet lead and lead pipe to less than basis 
a 0 26 gauge re 57 18 6 weights and cutting to sizes less than basis charged 
Galvanised Corrugated ‘sheets 6 ft. to 9 R.— extra according to current trade schedule. 
20 gauge 60 6 0 Allowance for Old Lead, collected £98 10s. Od. per 
IS 0 24 gauge sales 63 16 O ton weighed at buyer’s works. 
26 gauge 69 1 O 
Galvanised flat sheets C.R. and C.A.— 
20 gauge rye 61 6 O 
8 6 24 gauge 64 16 0 PLASTER, etc. 
70 26 gauge mw Et @ 
70 Coarse Pink in 1-ton loads and over Delivered on Site per ton 711 & 
9 6 do. White do. do. a 719 6 
20 ALUMINIUM AND ALUMINIUM ALLOYS — — ~ e ” ; " - 
Oo. ine ’ a 
(Base prices) & ss. @. Blue Lias Lime in 6-ton loads bee ‘a 614 6 
punts Sheet BS 1470 SIC 18 SWG (36 in. wide) ... per Ib. I hh Hydrated Lime do. s 517 6 
| Sheet BS 1470 N 53 Utility 18 SWG (36 in. wide) A 2 44 Lump Lime do. = § 7 ¢ 
i Coiled strip BS 1470 S1C 18 SWG (24 in. wide) ... ‘“ 2 63 W hite Keen’s or Parian Cement in 1-ton loads o 1017 O 
40% Coiled strip BS 1470 NS 3 Utility 18 SWG (24 in. Pink Keen’s or Parian Cement in 1-ton loads 10 11 9 
wide) ; ay Ses ‘a 24 Granite Chips in 6-ton loads $ as ss ; ey 
Coiled ae for flashing 99. 7% purity 2 2 SWG (12in. Hair percwt. 417 6 
wide) 29 Gypsum Plaster Lath or Base Board. 3 in. thick 600 
Corrugated sheet BS 1470 NS 3 _ Utility Circular yds. and over in one delivery. Delivered site per yd. 2 33 
Profile 8 ft. x 32 in. x 20 SWC per sheet 1 8 6 1,200 yds. me ‘i 2 2 
Corrugated sheet BS 1470 NS 3 Usility Industrial Do. Insulating do. } in. thick 600 ial and over 
Profile 8 ft. x 31 jin. x 20 SW da 11s 9 in-one delivery. Delivered site = 2 113 
Corrugated sheet BS 1470 NS 3 Utility Mansard 1,200 yds. . pa 2 103 
Profile 8 ft. 31} in. x 20 SWG te 38 2 8 Gypsum Plaster Wall Boards, 3 and 4 ft. wide 6 to 
} 4 p 
t Extruded section BS 1476 EIC simple moulding .. per lb ) a 12 ‘ft., $ in. thick, 600 yds. and over in one 
1 Extruded section BS 1476 EIC 1 in. diam. round - 2 23 delivery. Delivered site as <a 2 63 
Extruded section BS 1476 HELOWP simple angle o 2 3 1,200 yds. ... ‘a 2 53 
Extruded section BS 1476 HEIOWP 1 in. diam. round ‘ 2 ay Do. Insulating do. “hi in. thick 600 a ‘and over 
Tubing BS 1471 TIC 1} in. O/D x 20SWG 3 114 in one delivery. Delivered site... a k 
Tubing BS 1471 HT1OWP 1} in. O/D x 20 SWG a 2 1,200 yds. ie » 3 1k 
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PAINT AND DISTEMPER . 
‘ Per ft. super 
Pamos Chere — on . ; . + in. Figured Rolled and Cathedral, Standard patterns: “= 
Washable Distemper me > § 9 i oe ‘ 9 
Gloss Paint oe per gal. 210 0 ~ rts Rete he ia ig ors vis 1 4 
Snowcem cement paint (in 1 ‘ewt. drums) cue g percwt. 3 71 0 4 in. Pinstripe, Hammerstripe, Reeded, Reedlyte ‘ont 29 
Leap Products AND Ous Luminating a 
Ground White Lead, | cwt. kegs percwt. 8 18 O } in. Wired Cast a oy os It 
Genuine White Lead Paint, 1-19 gal. ‘lots in 1 | gal. tins per gai. 3.2. 9 } in. Georgian Wired Cast 1 2 IMPROVE 
Genuine Red Lead, Dry, i cwt. keg percwt. 7 2 0 Solow Glass Blocks 1 24 
Genuine Linseed Oil Putty, 1 cwt. keg Pe i ms 211 O P.B2 5} x 5% — e Each AN impr 
Size XD quality,-28 Ib. ae per tin 9 0 PB3 7} ne 73 . a’ in. 2 +” in co 
Raw Linseed Oil (5 gal.) drums extra per gal. 14 0 P_B.32 7} x 7} Ho 42 titions and 
Boiled Linseed Oil (5 gal.) do. ... ik 14 6 Be. x 34 in. 42 SI 
nee names Corner Blocks to match sell with— by the Sic 
Turpentine substitute (5 gal.) drums extra ... Pe 5 6} P B. 4 Re +3 40, Broa¢ 
do. do. (40 gal.) do. do. - 4 8 > B32 6 9 known as 
Solignum, Brown (5 gal. cans) Exterior me 6 10 “ 6 9 ensure rig 
Creosote (40 gal. barrels) ~ ne 2 © } in. Polished Plate Glass, G. G. Quality— Per ft. Super interchang 
Paste Powder (1 Ib. “ad per Ib. ee In plates not exceeding 2 ft. sup. ae 3°7 1 ea 
White Lining Paper per piece 1 ms ‘s 5 ft. sup. 45 plied in s 
As 99 9 45 ft. sup. 5 ] at 45 degr 
VARNISHES, etc. » » 100ft. sup. —... . 5 6 bolt fixin 
ie ae tin. Polished Plate, extra sizes,i.e., plates meting 100 fi ft. ttached a 
Oak Varnish, Outside or Inside mee 2 « sup. or 160 in. one way or 96 in. both ways. G.G. quality was 
Oak Pale Copal 7 ‘a 118 0 —Not exceeding 135 ft. sup. or250 in. one ied or 135 in. 
Hard Drying Oak for ca 2 0 0 —_— Pes 180 ft ij : , 8 4 
Crystal Paper Varnish do. 2 0 © ot exceeding 4 t “sup. or . itto 11 3 
Eggshell Flat Varnish do. 214 0 Not exceeding 200 ft. sup. or ditto 16 0 
Finest Carcase Warish 710 0 Plates exceeding 200 ft. sup., prices on application. 
: pasha lg . > Substances other than } in. Polished Plat S l 
Front Door Varnish ... 2. 0° 0 “s 4 ed Plate at Special Prices. 
Japan Gold Size Lat?) 36 Quantity Tariff—Sheet and Sundry Glass. 
Black Japan 114 0 The followin | 
pe: ee g prices apply to minimum quantities of one size and 
a 7 : pattern delivered by the manufacturer to one site at one time. = 
Terebene L 3 0 foes . Minimum Per ft. sup, 
Knotting (1 gal, bottles free)... 2 2.40 Description of Glass quantity s. d, 
French and Brush Polish (do.) 118 0 18 oz. sheet O.Q 3,000 4} 
24 oz. mA = 2,000 64 
GLASS - Oz. a ae 2,000 i , 
oz. eee .-. 2,000 10} bolt. fixin 
Delivered London area. Per ft. super 4 in. Rolled Plate aes re 7h C 
. 6. a; 4+ in. Figured Rolled and Cathedral Standard angle. 
18 oz. Sheet Glass Ordinary Glazing ay: Cut Sizes 5% Patterns, White os 1,000 7h allow the 
24:02. ss ” ES 7% 4 in. Pinstripe, Hammerstripe, " Reeded, Luminating members. 
2602. . » és es * »» ; 10 and Spotlyte.. 1,000 10} rolled mil 
32 oz. is e e ‘ ae | #; in. and } in. Rolled Plate or Rough Cast 2,000 10} se 
4 in. Rolled Plate ai 9 4 in. Wired Cast, Hexagonal... 2,000 11} with a | 
i; in. and } in. Rough Cast . 1 0 4 in. Georgian Wired Cast 2,000 1 0} 14 swg sl 
> bes of 32 to 
7 material 
CONTRAVENTION OF The regulations had been made in collabora- BIRMINGHAM-BRISTOL double u 
tion with building employers to lessen the economy. 
SAFETY REGULATIONS risk of accidents and had been in operation MOTORWAY PROTEST 20 swg st 


Unco-operativeness of Operatives 
Alleged 


HE unwillingness of operatives in the 

building industry to keep to regulations 
designed for their safety was brought to the 
notice of the Burton-on-Trent Borough 
Magistrates on September 23 when Lewis 
Brothers, Ltd., of Wednesfield, Wolverhamp- 
ton, appeared on five charges of failing to 
keep Ministry regulations relating to the 
safety of their employees. 

Mr. B. PHILLIPS, prosecuting, said that 
the firm was on contract to Burton Corpora- 
tion, and were building blocks of flats at 
Horninglow-road. 

He visited the building site on August 11 
and saw five men working on scaffolding 


set up against one of the buildings. The 
scaffolding was about 16 ft. from the 
ground. Regulations demanded that the 


joints holding the scaffolding together should 
be securely fastened. One of the regula- 
tions had been contravened because the 
joints were loose. Another had been broken 
by the use of a pile of bricks to lodge a 
support on. There were no guard rails or 
toe boards to stop the men from falling off 
the platform, and the two ladders used on 
the site were not clipped to the platform. 
The fifth charge was that no register of 
inspections was kept on the site. 

Mr. Phillips said 200 men had been killed 
during the past year on building sites, this 
being one of the worst records of any trade. 


for seven years. 

Defending, Mr. T. ILtFF said that Lewis 
Bros., Ltd., had a very good record so far 
as accidents were concerned. They and 
other firms had the greatest difficulty in con- 
tending with over 100 Ministry regulations. 
These regulations were in the hands of the 
men themselves, and the firm continually 
impressed upon them the necessity of keep- 
ing the regulations, but there was an 
unwillingness on the part of the men to 
observe them. The men had their own 
traditional ways of doing things, and the 
tendency was to get on with the job, not 
treating the regulations seriously. 

The difficulty was so pronounced that on 
most building sites nearly all the time one 
or more regulations was being broken. 

On the Horninglow-road site two people 
were employed to look after the scaffold- 
ing, and in future the firm would see that 
the greatest care was taken regarding the 
regulations. 

The firm was fined a 
ordered to pay £1 costs. 


total of £20 and 


NEW DRAWING INSTRUMENT 

Completion of the first American proto- 
type of the French perspectograph, a tech- 
nical drawing instrument which accurately 
transcribes plans and blueprints into per- 
spective drawings in a fraction of the time 
formerly required, was announced recently 
by the manufacturer, the Perspectograph 
Corporation, USA. 


Loss of Building Land Feared 
by Droitwich Council 


DrorrwicH BOROUGH CoUNCIL, fearing 
that the proposed motorway linking Bir- 
mingham and Bristol and passing through 
Droitwich may strangle future housing 
development, has decided to make represen- 
tations to the Minister of Transport asking 
for the route to be changed. At a recent 
meeting of the council it was emphasised 
that the decision by the Minister of Housing 
and Local Government that the proposed 
motorway would mark a_ boundary to 
development east of the town, would mean 
that Droitwich was robbed of building land 
three quarters of a mile long and 300 yards 
wide. The town, expecting rapid develop- 
ment, could ill afford to lose that land. 

The council is to suggest to the Minister 
that if the motorway cannot be rerouted, 
it may be bridged so that development can 
take place on the far side of it. 


The decision of the Minister of Housing 
and Local Government was to refuse the 
appeal of Cornmeadow Estates, Ltd., who 
wished to build on 11 acres of land in 
question. The proposal had been supported 
by the Droitwich Borough Council, which 
welcomes private development, but opposed 
and refused in the first instance by the 
Worcestershire County Council. The Min- 
ister considered that there was sufficient land 
elsewhere in the borough for the time being. 
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SLOTTED 


|MPROVED ANGLE 

N improved type of siotted angle for use 
4% in constructing ladders, racks, jigs, par- 
titions and other items has been introduced 
by the Slotted Angle Company (GB), Ltd. 
40, Broadway, SWI. The new design, 
known as “Supaslot,” is understood to 
ensure rigid fixing at any angle, and two 
interchangeable gauges of materials are sup- 
plied in steel or alloy. Provision of slots 
at 45 degrees on both flanges permits four- 
holt fixing at j-in. intervals in lengths 
attached at right-angles, and three- or four- 





bolt fixing of pieces joined at any other 
angle. Circular holes in the slot pattern 
allow the positive location of structural 
members. “Supaslot” is available in cold 
rolled mild steel in either 12 swg or 14 swg. 
with a polychromatic grey finish. The 
14 swg slotted angle has a tensile strength 
of 32 tons per sq. in., and the 12 swg 
material may be employed in place of 
double uprights of 14 swg angle as an 
economy. Accessories available include 
20 swg steel panels, various sizes of castors 
and hinges, and a simple single-stroke cutter. 


MORTAR PLASTICISER 


The smoother and more even surface that 
can be obtained in mortar by fhe inclusion 
of a plasticiser in ,the mix is clearly 
shown in the left half of this photograph. 
It is contrasted with an ordinary mortar 
mix. This plasticiser, which is produced by 
Sealocrete Products, Ltd... of Hythe-road. 


~— 


NW10, lowers the surface tension of the 
gauging water to which it is added, thereby 
‘oftening the water and giving it certain 
For example. the 


lubricating properties 





eS eas 


~ 





Ne 


| 

) very fine particles of cement slide freely 
| over the coarser particles of sand, and this 
> sives the whole mix a “ fatter” consistency. 
“This enables the lime content usually used 
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in a mostar or rendering to be eliminated 
without increasing the cement content. 
Owing to the increased fattiness obtained. 
less water need be used in the mixing of the 
mortar. This lowers the water/cement 
ratio and a mortar or rendering of greater 
strength and density can be obtained. 

FUEL EFFICIENCY EXHIBITION 

The Fuel Efficiency Exhibition is to be 
held at the City Hall, Manchester, from 
October 12 to 22, and among the displays 
will be the following : 

A composite stand has been taken by 
Babcock and Wilcox, Ltd., Babcock House, 
Farringdon-street, EC4, together with the 
associated companies, Edwin Danks and 
Co. (Oldbury), Ltd., and Spencer-Bonecourt- 
Clarkson, Ltd. The display will deal with 
boiler cleaning systems, and new items will 


include a working demonstration of the 
Babcock shot-cleaning system and_ the 
pneumatic operation of soot blowers. The 


* Steambloc” packaged boiler will be on 
view. together with the Clarkson “ Auto- 
heat” completely automatic  oil-fired 
domestic boiler, and the Oldbury chain grate 
stoker with ash extractor. 

The display of Keith Blackman, Ltd.. 
Mill Mead-road, N17, will include multi- 
vane centrifugal fans for handling gases: 
and an operating unit of the Ne. 2 series of 
pve fan for fume removal purposes. The 
fan casing and impeller of the latter are 
moulded from solid pvc, the outstanding 
characteristics of which are its impact 
strength. rigidity and non-inflammability. 
The “ Electrofin ” electrical unit heater will 
be shown, which has an output of 11.5kW. 
This unit can be suspended from roof mem- 
ber or wall brackets for space heating pur- 
poses. Also on view will be a unit heater 
with which steam is used as the heating 
medium. This incorporates a_ heating 
element of copper gilled tubes and adjust- 
able louvres on the air outlet side. 

The theme of the exhibit of the Electrical 


Development Association, 2 Savoy Hill. 
WC2, will be ~“Electro-Heat Improves 
Productivity in Industry.” Demonstration 
models will be shown of an _ electrode 
boiler and an infra-red paint = dryer, 
and items displayed will include a 
set of electrode soldering jaws and an 


ultrasonic soldering iron. The stand will be 
provided with an automatic daylight-con- 
trolled lighting system. A false ceiling will 
be fitted with louvres which close at inter- 
vals to simulate failing daylight in a 
factory. causing a photo-electric cell and 
relay to switch on artificial lighting. 

Also shown will be a model layout of an 
electric floor-warming installation in which 
the heated wires are embedded in the solid 
flooring before the finish is applied, and 
block storage heaters will be displayed in 
operation. 


VEW BARROW DESIGN 


Now available in the “Silver Circle” range 
of contractors’ tools supplied by George 
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Cohen Sons and Co., Ltd., Wood-lane, 
W12, is the “Ezi-load,” a barrow incor- 
porating a number of improvements on con- 
ventional designs. The body, which has a 


capacity of 34 cu. ft. (struck) or 100 bricks, 
is so shaped as to eliminate spillage when 
in a normal wheeling position On tipping. 
however, the load is deposited cleanly and 
and 


completely, the barrow will stand 





firmly of its own volition in the tipped 
position. A 14 in. by 3 in. cushion-tyred 
wheel is so placed as to give an overall 
balance that imposes the least possible 
strain on the user, while manceuvreability 
in confined spaces is also good. The body 
is constructed from 14-gauge sheet steel and 
is mounted on a frame of 1 in. inside dia- 
meter steel tubing, giving an all-in length of 
only 52 in. The price, which is under £5, 
is proof that improved designs can be 
achieved without the raised prices which so 
often follow. 


EXPERIMENTAL BUNGALOWS 

The construction of three new experi- 
mental bungalows for old people at Wool- 
wich is being carried out by the British 
Plaster Board (Manufacturing), Ltd., 82, Pic- 
cadilly, WI, in association with Woolwich 
Corporation. Designed by Brunton. Baden 
Hellard and Partners, AA.RIBA, they trans- 
late into practice the principles of pre- 
planning and elemental costing as applied 
to domestic building, and demonstrate how 
less traditional materials can be utilised to 
reduce costs while at the same time improv- 
ing standards. Fuller details of the scheme 
are hoped to be included in next “eek’s 
issue. 
MOBILE TRAILER VANS 

The commercial trailer-vans produced by 
Parion Products, Ltd., Witham, Essex, are 
understood to have a low initial cost and 
very small running expenses. These mobile 
vans can be moved by a vehicle which can 
itself be released for other work once the 
van is on site. They can be used as 
exhibition showrooms, and there are stand- 
ard mobile site offices available. Others can, 
be built to customer’s requirements. 
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TRADE NEWS 


CONCRETE ADMIXTURES, CANADA 


The Adamite Company, Ltd., of Manfield 
House, Strand, WC2, manufacturers of 
“* Calemanoid ” waterproofing and hardening 
liquids and of “ Redalon ” cement retarder 
—products which have been used by the 
building trade in the United Kingdom for 
nearly 40 years—has recently concluded 
arrangements for the manufacture of these 
materials in Canada. Both these products 
are already being manufactured under 
licence in South Africa and Australia. The 
uses of “Colemanoid”™ for water-proofing, 
hardening and oil-proofing concrete have 
been outlined in a new brochure obtainable 
from the company on request. 


RUNNING-IN CARS 


Fixed ‘“running-in” speeds are being 
abolished for all new Vauxhall cars. The 
label on 1956 models will read merely 
“ Avoid sustained high engine speeds and 
full throttle operation for the first 1,000 
miles.” This new recommendation also 
applies to Bedford light vans. 


BUILDING LAND FOR AUCTION 


Messrs. Tyser, Greenwood and Co., are in- 
structed to offer by auction in two lots 
about 26 acres of freehold building land, 
ripe for development, situate in the Royal 
Borough of Windsor. 

Outline planning permission has been ob- 
tained for development for houses and shops, 
and the sale will take place at the London 


Auction Mart on November 17, unless pre- _ - 


viously sold by private treaty. 


ENGINEERING COMPETITION 


The competition for ideas or devices which 
could reduce the cost of building and speed 
up any of its many processes, organised by 
Acrow (Engineers), Ltd., has now been de- 
cided. The results were published in full in 
the September issue of “ Acrow Review ™ 
obtainable from South Wharf, Paddington, 
W2. Owing to the large number of entries, 
the company increased the prize money 
from £500 to 1,000. The first prize was 
shared equally between J. L. Hedges, c/o 
G. E. Wallis and Sons, Ltd., Crayford, Kent, 
and A. J. Bacon, c/o Acrow (Engineers), 
Ltd., Saffron Walden, Essex, each of whom 
receives £125. Second prize of £100 goes to 
J. Taylor, another employee of the company: 
and third prize of £50 to D. R. Moore, of 
Lincoln. A special prize of £50 for the best 
improvement to an existing Acrow product 
was won by W. H. Andrews, of Saffron Wal- 
den. Twenty-one prizes of £10 10s. each and 
61 of £5 5s. each were also awarded. The 
residue of £9 5s. has been donated to the 
London Association of Builders’ Foremen 
and Clerks of Works. 


COMPANY RESULTS 


Following are brief details of company results: 

THe GENERAL Exectric Co., Ltp.. show a profit 
for the year of £7.539,000 as compared with 
£5.778,000 in the previous year. A dividend on the 
Ordinary stock of 14 per cent. has been paid as 
against 124 per cent. 

Tarmac, Ltp., will recommend to the annual 
meeting (October 11) increasing authorised capital to 
£1.500.000 by the creation of a further 309.000 ordin- 
ary shares of £1 each. 288,605 of these will be offered 
to the ordinary shareholders at 75s. per share. Divi- 
dend and bonus for the year will be the same as for 
1954. 
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MIDDLE EAST TRADING 
Opportunities for UK Exporters 


()PPORTUNITIES for industrialists and 
exporters to expand their trade with 
the recently wealthy Middle East oil coun- 
tries were outlined by Mr. A. R. W. Low, 
Minister of State, Board of Trade, at a 
Press conference at the Ministry on Sep- 
tember 28. He was accompanied by the 
Ambassadors to Iraq and Persia and the 
political representative in the Persian Gulf. 
In the last few years, Iraq, Kuwait, Saudi 
Arabia and, more recently, Persia, have 
acquired an annual income from oil re- 
ceipts which already exceeds £200 m., and 
which is likely to rise year by year to sub- 
stantially higher figures. This has led to an 
impressive increase in the region’s import 
trade. Between 1951 and 1954 exports by 
eight main supplying countries to the prin- 
cipal oil countries increased roughly as 
follows: Iraq, 33 per cent.; Kuwait and 
Bahrein, 130 per cent.; Persia, 18 per cent.; 
Saudi Arabia, 7 per cent. New oil agree- 
ments with Persia, Iraq and the Persian Gulf 
territories—whose revenues are all in ster- 
ling—will undoubtedly give opportunities 
for further large increases in imports. This 
applies especially to Persia, which has a 
back-log to make up of capital equipment 
and development expenditure delayed by the 
oil dispute. 

Mr. Low drew attention to the striking 
progress made by West Germany, Japan 
and America since 1951, and stated that, 
although our exports to the Middle East had 











THE ORIGINAL 


JOINTLESS FLOOR 


IN MANY COLOURS 
PLAIN OR MARBLE 


ALSO 


ALL OTHER TYPES OF 
FLOORS SUPPLIED AND 
LAID IN ANY PART OF 
ENGLAND AND WALES 


OFFICES & WORKS: 

LONDON: VICTORIA 6176 Sales Office (2 lines) 
MOLESEY 6011 (3 lines) 
BIRMINGHAM; EDGBASTON 1178 (2 lines) 
BRIDGEND, GLAM.: BRID. 736 
MANCHESTER: DEANSGATE 5971 














October 7 1455 


been falling off, there were now Signs tha 
the trend had been reversed; there oa 
however, opportunity for a substantial im- 
provement. 

He said: “Iraq and Persia rightly intend 
to spend most of their new-found wealth on 
development schemes aiined at taigin 
standards of living throughout all section 
of the population. This requires per 
planning and judicious ordering of material 
and placing of contracts; and these “_ 
tries want to do this in the best Way poy. 
sible. Here lie excellent opportunities fy 
British firms, consultants, manufacturers ie 
contractors.” 

To draw attention to trade prospects, the 
Minister and the Ambassadors had had 4 
meeting that morning with the representa- 
tives of some 50 contracting firms and cop. 
sultants. Some firms, he suggested, Might 
have been thinking that conditions in th 
Middle East were still too difficult, com. 
pared with the easier home and Common. 
wealth markets, but generally there was 
little justification for this idea. He en. 
phasised that great changes were taking 
place in the Middle East oil countries, and 
knowledge based on conditions even a few 
years ago might now be much out of date 

Mr. Low stated that those firms who had 
not yet tried to export to these markets 
should go out and see for themselves what 
could be done. He said: “ You will find 
fewer obstacles to trade than in many other 
markets. Also, there is, in general, a great 
readiness to buy British because our firms 
and manufacturers are respected as a result 
of good service given in the past.” 

The Minister also mentioned the part 
played by HM Foreign Service and the 
Board of Trade in promoting trade with 
overseas markets. 

AMBASSADORS’ VIEWS. 

Sik MICHAEL WRIGHT, KCMG, Ambassa- 
dor to Iraq, said that the benefits of Iraq’ 
oil revenues were only just coming in, and 
there were excellent opportunities for trade. 

SiR ROGER STEVENS, KCMG, Ambassa- 
dor to Persia, said that the market for 
British goods and services in Persia could 
hardly be over-estimated. Persia was about 
to embark on large-scale construction work 
of all kinds. He said that events over the 
past three years had not left any prejudice 
against doing business with the UK. 

Sir BERNARD BuRROWS, KCMG, said that 
his duties as Political Resident in the Per- | 
sian Gulf covered the small States on the 
edge of the Gulf, including Kuwait and 
Bahrein. Up to now the emphasis had been 
on development projects, but the oppor 
tunity had arrived for the smaller exporter 
who was willing to take the trouble to estab- 
lish personal relationships. 


PERSONAL COLUMN 


Mr. K. M. SHARPE export manager of Taylot 
Woodrow (Building Exports), Ltd., marketing ageals 
for the Arcon prefabricated structures, left Londo 
Airport on October 3 for a two-month tour of centre 
in the African Continent and Near East to 
market conditions and develop relations with ov 
seas agencies. 

Messrs. C. H. Johnson (Machinery), Ltd., Stock 
port, the manufacturers of contractors’ plant 
mechanical handling equipment, have appointed Mk. © 
JaMes TitLey as their Midlands area manager / 
from September 1. For the present Mr. Titley opt © 
ates from ‘‘ Glenariff,” Byrd-lane, Uttoxeter. (Tel:/ 
2389.) f 
Mr. BERTRAM WATSON, AMInstHE, who founded 
Expandite, Ltd., 21 years ago and who has ser 
as managing director since the company’s inceptio® 
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[From Our Own Correspondents] 


KENYA.—Experts from the principal 
Kenya organisations concerned with water 
development- the Water Resources Autho- 
rity, the Water Appointment Board and the 
Regional Water Boards—met recently in 
Nairobi to plan and discuss the best uses 
of water in the country’s economic develop- 
ment. Among Government water projects 
listed were investigations into eight rivers 
in the Nyanza province with a view to their 
control for irrigation and_ reclamation 
schemes. The largest scheme is the £5}m. 
project to supply the port of Mombasa with 
water from Mzima Springs 150 miles inland. 

A public company, Sugar Refiners (E.A.). 
Ltd, is to build a sugar factory on the 
mainland near Mombasa. Building is to 
be started on a ten-acre Site next year. 
The factory will be capable of refining 150 
tons daily. Capital of the company is said 
to be about £300,000. . . . An institute is 
to be built in Nairobi by the Goan popula- 
tion. Costing £50,000, the institute will 
include a sprung-floor ballroom, a_ stage 
with dressing-rooms, lounges, reading-rooms. 
and a library. 

The new Royal Technical College in 
Nairobi is to be extended and will eventu- 
ally be three times its present size. One of 
the main functions of this college will be 
to carry out tropical research in building 
and engineering. Financial aid will be 
forthcoming from Great Britain, USA, India 


and Germany. ....A 32-mile stretch of 
new tarmac road in the Nairobi area is 
being built to ease traffic congestion. The 


road will by-pass the Nairobi industrial area 
and Athi River, and will reach as far as the 
Machakos turn-off on the Mombasa road. 
It will also serve traffic between Nairobi and 
the new airport at Embakasi. The final cost 
is estimated at £336,000. 


NEW ZEALAND.—A £15m. motorway 
plan has been recommended for Auckland. 
New Zealand. The technical advisory com- 
mittee of the Auckland regional planning 
authority has recommended to the city 
council a system of urban motorways to and 
from the central city area, together with 
an inner ring road linking the urban motor- 
ways, as well as the construction of addi- 
tional bus and truck terminals and parking 
buildings. 


PUERTO RICO.—The Land Authority 
have completed negotiations with the W. R. 
Grace Co. for the establishment on a pioneer 
basis of a paper mill using sugar cane 
bagasse. Estimated cost of the plant is 
$8m. (US). 


TRINIDAD.—The Seamen and Water- 
front Workers Union plan to build a new 
headquarters on Wrightson-road, Port of 
Spain. Architects: Mence and Moore 
A/LRIBA, of London and Port of Spain. . . . 
Anthony Lewis, FRIBA, has been appointed 
architect for a new self-service grocery 
store at Bayshore, Port of Spain. Contrac- 
tors will be R. A. Farfan and Co. of San 
Fernando, and estimated cost is $40,000. The 
same architect is designing an American- 
style drug store in the Bayshore district. . . . 


Sanatan Dharma Mahasabha Inc., of 
Trindad, are to build a Hindu Temple on the 
Churchill-Roosevelt highway near St 
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Augustine at a cost of $4m. Caroni Estates, 
Ltd.. have donated the land, and plans will 
allow for a future college. The 
Government have invited tenders for a 
new kitchen and ward block at the Mental 
Hospital, St. Anns, estimated cost $371,000. 
The design. by Architectural Branch, 
Department of Works and Hydraulics incor- 
porates the Colony’s first shell roof... . The 
Department of Works and Hydraulics have 
commenced construction by direct labour, of 
a Fire Station at Piarco Airport: remodelling 
of the Magistrates’ Courts, Port of Spain; 
Film Vault and Censor Theatre at St. James. 
Contracts have been placed with Messrs. 
R. Hussain, of San Juan, for the building 
of a Health Centre in Port of Spain 
($40,000), and with Messrs. Blaids, of Port 
of Spain for a Health Centre and Nurses’ 
and Engineers’ Quarters at Chaguanas. 
Design in all cases is by Architectural 
Branch (Chief Architect Ronald Firth, 
ARIBA). . . . Work has started on the King 
George Fifth Memorial Centre on Wright- 
son-road, Port of Spain. Estimated cost is 
$47,000. Architects: W. H. Watkins. Gray 
& Ptnrs.. of London and Port of Spain: Con- 
tractors: Messrs. Fridal and Mitchell. 


BUILDERS’ HARDWARE 


*Mr. F. Watson-Williams, 4, Pastoral 
House, St. George’s-terrace, Perth, Western 
Australia, would like to get in touch’with 
United Kingdom manufacturers of the 
following goods who wish to be represented 
in Western Australia: Tools of trade: 
general builders’ hardware: constructional 
steel rod, suitable for multi-storey 
buildings. 

In all cases it is essential that prices should 
be competitive and that delivery dates 
should be reasonable. Mr. Watson-Williams 
prefers to have arrangements with United 
Kingdom principals whereby he is appointed 
directly as agent for Western Australia, i.e., 
he does not wish to be a sub-agent of a 
Sydney firm, etc. 

Mr. Watson-Williams is at present on a 
visit to the United Kingdom and will be 
returning to Australia later this year. Manu- 
facturers interested in this agency inquiry 
should write without delay to Mr. Watson- 


etc.. 





* From the Board of 
formation Service. 


Trade Special Register In- 
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Williams, c/o National Bank of Australasia, 
7, Lothbury, London, EC2. 

Telephone inquiries to Chancery 4411, 
ext. 776, quoting ref.: ESB/15623/55. 


PUBLIC WORKS, CYPRUS 


According to the Colonial Report for 
Cyprus for 1954, the Public Works Depart- 
ment have continued the heavy building pro- 
gramme undertaken in 1953. The extension 
of the Kyperounda Sanatorium and the new 
Quarantine Station at Larnaca have been 
completed. Work on the extension of the 
Nicosia General Hospital, the Limasol and 
Famagusta new hospitals and the Polis Hos- 
pital have progressed well. Reconstruction 
work in the earthquake area has been com- 
pleted, and a number of new roads have 
been constructed and others improved. 


AUSTRALIAN IMPORTS 
Details of further Australian impo 
restrictions were announced on Septem- 


ber 28. These restrictions, which will affect 
almost all types of imports, operate as 
from October 1. 

Category A quotas of goods from tne 
non-dollar area will be reduced by 12 per 
cent. with the exception of certain goods, 
including aluminium angles, etc., aluminium 
wire and brass, the quotas for which will 
be reduced by 74 per cent. There will be 
no reduction in the current level of quotas 
for iron and steel; ferrous alloys; aluminium 
and nickel blocks, etc.; and asbestos. 
EXPORT BUILDINGS, E. AFRICA 

Mr. L. G. Morris has been transferred 
from the head office of Taylor Woodrow 
(Building Exports), Ltd., London, market- 
ing agents for the Arcon prefabricated 
buildings, to be resident representative in 
East Africa. With headquarters in Nairobi 
(c/o Greenham, East Africa, Ltd.) he will 
cover a territory including Kenya, Tangan- 
yika, Uganda and the Sudan. 

SANITARY WARE FOR KENYA 

The Ministry of Local Government, 
Health and Housing, Nairobi African Hous- 
ing Project, Central Government Building, 
Nairobi, Kenya, require: (a) 5,000 closets 
similar to Twyfords No. 799 complete with 
3 gal. cast iron high level high pressure 
cistern and 5 ft. 6 in. flush pipe to each. 
Traps required are 1,000 P traps and 4,000 S 
traps. Flush pipes required are 4,000 back 
wall and 1,000 side wall (mirrored). (b) 
Ditto all as above but cistern to be two gal. 
(c) 5,000 closets similar to Twyfords No. 740 
complete with pan and trap, 3 gal. cast iron 
high level high pressure cistern and 5 ft. 6 in. 
flush pipe to each. Flush pipes required are 
4,000 back wall and 1,000 side wall 
(mirrored). 

Prices: To be delivered Nairobi and to be 
given for one of each requirement complete. 
Delivery: At the rate of 200 complete sets 
per month commencing from April 1, 1956. 
The lowest or any tender will not necessarily 
be accepted. Address to which bids should 
he sent: The Secretary, Nairobi African 
Housing Project, Room 203, Central Govern- 
ment Building, Box 3004, Nairobi, Kenya. 
(Tenders should be enclosed in sealed en- 
velopes endorsed “Tenders for Sanitary 
Ware. African Housing.” Closing Date: 
October 17, 1955, at 12 noon. Local repre- 
sentation is not essential. 

Telephone inquiries to Chancery 4411, ext. 
738 or 771. quoting ref. ESB /21135/55. 
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Minister's Housing Tour 





[N the course of a tour of Port-Glasgow’s 

housing schemes and future develop- 
ments on September 27, Mr. J. Nixon 
BROWNE, Joint Under Secretary of State for 
Scotland, inspected a 15-year-old four-storey 
tenement block at Bouverie, overlooking the 
town, where 270 families are accommodated, 
which the Town Council is to modernise 
under a three-year scheme, believed to be 
the first of its kind in Scotland. It is hoped 
to make a start on the reconstruction before 
the end of the year. 

Mr. Browne said that Port-Glasgow was 
the first town in Scotland to tackle the 
modernisation of such a tenement block, 
and the scheme would be watched with in- 
terest by the Home Department and by 
every other local authority throughout 
Scotland. 

He said: “What you do here, and the 
success or otherwise of your scheme, is 
bound to influence local authorities in all 
parts of Scotland. It is a very important 
project indeed, and I can assure you that the 
Department of Health architects will be 
ready to give you what assistance and advice 
they can. We hope it will be an example to 
other authorities which may have similar 
problems of their own.” 

Speaking later on the effect of higher in- 
terest rates for loans, Mr. Browne said he 
had found throughout his tour of Scotland 
that local authorities everywhere had shown 
a great understanding, and had realised that 
the higher income charges were part of the 
national plan for the country’s economy. 
He added: “I have found no evidence of 
any local authority slowing down its house- 
building programme because of these higher 
interest rates.” 

Mr. Browne said in Glasgow. on 
September 29, that as a result of his tour of 
Scottish local authority housing and health 
projects, he was satisfied that local authori- 
ties had broken the back of their housing 
problem. He was, however, concernéd about 
the problem in industrial areas. 

He said his outstanding impression was 
that we were moving into a new era, a second 
stage in Scotland’s post-war housing. In a 
great many areas, particularly rural areas, 
the back of the problem had at last been 
broken. 

In industrial areas the situation was differ- 
ent. There we still had very serious over- 
crowding, slums and homeless families. The 
need for new houses was still very urgent. 
but some of the industrial local authorities 
were beginning to find it increasingly difficult 
to get suitable building sites on the outskirts 
of the towns. 

“ From now on,” he said, “ it will become 
imperative to turn our minds to what can be 
done to redevelop and to utilise to the full 
the centres of our towns. We will have te 
clear away altogether what is Scotland’s 
greatest shame, the slums, and replace them 
with terraced and multi-storeyed blocks. 
Where properties are structurally sound we 
will have to modernise them and produce 
new homes from old.” 
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SCOTTISH BUILDING 
TRADE WAGES 

LLOWING are rates of wages 

authorised by the Scottish National 
Joint Council as from April 18, 1955. 
They apply to the whole of Scotland, 
including the islands of Orkney, 
Shetland, etc. 
Grade A: Craftsmen, 4s.; Labourers, 3s. 54d. 
For apprentices, the rates are: 


Percentage of For week of 
Year. Craftsman’s rate. 44 hours. 
s. 
Ist 25 44 0 
2nd 33+ 58 8 
3rd 50 88 0 
4th 664 4i7- 4 
Sth 75 132 0 


Operatives on craft operations (at end of s. d. 
probationary period) 55 aA ~> Oo OF 
Operatives on labouring operations (at 
end of probationary period) pe 











Edinburgh Underground Car Park 


EDINBURGH CORPORATION has approved 
the construction of a major car and bus 
park below the level of the East Princes- 
street Gardens. The scheme visualises a 
park divided into three sections with space 
for 326 cars, a bus and coach station with 
space for 36 vehicles or alternatively a car 
park area for 547 cars. Access to the car 
park would be via The Mound, and 
Waverley Bridge and to the bus station by 
Waverley Bridge. A new garden would be 
created on the roof of the park. Total cost 
will be £235,000. 


August Housing Statement 

THE TOTAL of new dwellings completed in 
Scotland during the month of August was 
1,951. This figure, which compares with 
2,508 in August of last year, includes 1,801 
Local Authority and Scottish Special Hous- 
ing Association houses. (Under the post-war 
housing programme, 284,521 homes were 
provided in Scotland up to August 31, 1955, 
including 252.345 permanent and 32,176 
temporary.) 
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NEW BUILDINGS 


Rargeddie.—Plans have been approved for th 
second development of the Glasgow-rd. site Poo 
sisting of 30 houses. Architect, Samuel MacCol 
(A), Planning and Architectural Dept., County-bldgs 
Beckford-st., Hamilton West. i 

Glasgow.—Plans have been approved for the 
University of Glasgow for additions and alterations to 
the Lecture Theatre at  University-ave., Hillhead 
Architect, Mr. W. N. W. Ramsay (F), 11, Park. 
circus, Charing Cross, Glasgow. 

Glasgow.—Plans are to be prepared for the Trustees 
of the Jewish Synagogue at Langside, Glasgow, for 
a new synagogue, etc., at Belleisle-st. 

Glasgow.—Plans are in the hands of their archi- 
tects for extensions at their Cereal Mills for Matthew 
Miller & Co., Ltd., 66, Washington-st., Anderston 
Glasgow. : 

Glasgow.—Plans are in the hands of their archi. 
tects for new showrooms, office buildings and work- 
shops, etc., to be erected at 79, Finnieston<t 
Finnieston, for Messrs. James Scott & Co. (Elec. 
trical Engineers), Ltd., 175, St. Vincent-st., Glasgow 

Glasgow.—Plans are to be prepared for a new 
Catholic Church to be erected at Carmunnock-rd., 
Cathcart, for the Archdiocese of Glasgow, 19, Park- 
terrace, Woodlands-rd., Glasgow. 

Glasgow.—Plans have been prepared by their own 
engineers for a garage to be erected at Royal-cres. 
for Morris, Warden & Co., Ltd., Norden House, 
Royal-cres., Glasgow. 

Glasgow.—Plans are to be prepared for new 
buildings for baths for the St. Cuthbert’s Junior 
Secondary School. Architects, Weddle & Inglis (F), 
216, Bath-st. QS, Muirhead, Muir & Webster, 154 
West Regent-st., Glasgow. 

Glasgow.—Plans have been approved for Watson 
& Maclean & Co., Ltd., for additions and alterations 
to the Harmony-row block of buildings, Govan-rd 
Architects, James Taylor Thomson, MacCrae, & 
Saumders (F&A), 212, Bath-st., Glasgow. 

Glasgow.—Plans have been approved for The East 
Park Homes for Infirm for alterations and additions 
at Maryhill-rd. Architects, John Fairweather & Son 
(F&A), 29, Renfrew-st., Glasgow. 

Glasgow.—Plans have been approved for The 
Western Building & Estates Co., Ltd., 16, Charlotte- 
sq., Westend, Edinburgh, for new buildings at 
Paisley-rd. and Seaward-st. Architects, Stuart H 
Paterson (F), 10, Jamaica-st., Glasgow. 

Glasgow.—Plans have been prepared for P. 
Macdonald & Co., Ltd., Woodside, for additions and 
alterations at Woodside-ter., Woodlands-rd., Glasgow. 

Glasgow.—Plans have been prepared by their own 
architects for new buildings at Davidson-st., Dal. | 
marnock-rd., Bridgeton, for the Federated Paints Co 
Ltd., 309, Dobbies-loan, Townhead, Glasgow. 

Lanarkshire.—Plans have been approved for the 
Congregational Union of Scotland for East Kilbride’s 
Congregational Church. Architect, Mr. Lockhart W 
Hutson (F) (Cullen, Lochhead & Brown), 119 
Cadzow-st., Hamilton West. 

Lanarkshire.—Plans have been prepared for scheme 
of 207 houses to be erected by the East Kilbride 
Development Corporation at the Murray 5 fousing 
site. Architect, Frank L. Seott (L), Torrence House 
East Kilbride. 

Lanarkshire.—Plans have been approved for office 
buildings at Downiebrae-rd., Rutherglen, for The 
River Nut and Bolt Co., Ltd., 74, York-st., Anders- 
ton, Glasgow. 

Lanarkshire.—Plans have been approved for office 
buildings and storage department for William Kirk- 
wood & Sons, Ltd., 18, Hamilton-rd., Strathavon, to 
be erected at North Station site, Strathavon. Archi- 
tect, James Frew (F), Craigielee, Chapelton. 

Lanarkshire.—Plans have been approved for new 
church halls at East Kilbride. Arctitect, Lockhart 
W. Hutson (F) (Cullen, Lochhead & Brown), 119 
Cadzow-st., Hamilton West. 

Lanarkshire.—Plans have been approved for the 
Archdiocese of Motherwell-Wishaw for church _ halls 
at Greengairs-rd., Greengairs. Architect, Miss Grace 
D. Mitchell (A), 179, Main-st., Motherwell-Wishaw. 

Lanarkshire.—Plans have been prepared for Tige’ 
Coaches, Ltd., Dewshill Garage, for scheme of re 
construction, additions and alterations at Hall-bkigs 
Main-st. Architect, James Irvine, 230, Main-st 
Salisburgh. 

Lanarkshire.—Plans have been approved for the 
erection of 130 houses at the East Parkhead develop. 
ment site. Architect, Samuel MacColl (A), Planning 
and Architectural Dept., County-bldgs., Beckford: 
st., Hamilton West. 


Lanarkshire.—Plans have been prepared for E. M| 
Taylor, Ltd., Vicarfield-crescent, Burnbank, Hami 
ton, for extensions to commercial garage and shops 
etc., at Fernslie, Blantyre. Architect, Mr G. 

Hall (F), 8, Academy-st., Coatbridge. 


Prestwick.—Plans have been approved for a 
improvement of the Esplanade area, to cost £70,000 
and to include four new car parks, one of whict} 
will be a two-tiered unit, a two-storey restaurany 
shops, yachting and paddling pools, and an — 
ment park. This will be carried out over seven yearsp 
Architect, Robert Allan, ARIBA. j 

Renfrewshire.—Plans are to be prepared for a 
testant school at Tke Stanley Green, Paisley i 
tects, Harvey & Scott (F&A), 2, Lyndoch-p oom 
lands-rd., Charing Cross, Glasgow. ‘ 
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= | 
FUTURE CONSTRUCTION 





Full details of Public Appointments open will be 
found in the Advertisement pages of this and 


previous issues. 
CONTRACTS OPEN 


For some contracts still open but not included in 
this list see previous issues. Those with an asterisk 
are advertised in this number. The dates at the heads 
of paragraphs are those for the submission of tenders; 
a dagger (+) denotes closing date for applications; the 
name and address at the end refer to the person from 
whom particulars may be obtained. 

BUILDING 
OCTOBER 10. 

*Cannock UDC.—{a) 65 dwellings at Mosswood 
Farm, site No. 45; (b) 18 houses off Hednesford-rd., 
Pye Green, site No. 12a. H. Wilcox (A), High Green, 


Cannock. Dep. £2 2s. each site. Temders by Novem- 
ber 3 
OCTOBER 11. 
*;Plymouth City C.—Four shops, 4 maisonettes 


and garages at Chaucer-way. City A, Seymour-rd 

p. £3 3s 

*+Smethwick CB.—Frection of 158 houses on the 
Kingsway West estate, Oldbury. BE&S, Council 
House. Dep. £2 2s. Tenders by November 21. 

OCTOBER 13. 

*+Croydon CB.—65 dwelling units in two, three and 
four-storey blocks and 4 shops with living accommo 
dation at Selhurst New-rd FE 

*tHants Police Authority.—Pair of police houses 
at Ringwood Police Station. County A. Dep. £1 Is 

OCTOBER 15. 


*+Cornwall CC.—Erection of new junior sch. at 
Saltash. County A, County Hall, Truro Dep 
£5 5s. Tenders by November 8 


*tEssex CC.—Additional accommodation for main 
tenance staff at South-East Fssex Tech. Coll. and 
School of Art, Barking. County A 

*tEssex CC.—Schoolkeeper’s house at Hornchurch 
Grammar Sch. County A 


*#Essex CC.—Two additional classrooms, etc.. 


Horndon-on-the-Hill C of E Prim. Sch. (cost approx 
£4,000). County A 
*tHove BC.—Twelve flats at Kinoll-cl. BE&S 


Town Hall. Dep. £3 3s. Tenders by November 7 
OCTOBER 17. 


*t#Essex CC.—Erection of (a) Dunmow County Sec 


Sch. fcost approx. £158.000): (b) Harlow Potter-st 
Sec. Tech. Sch. (cost approx. £284.009). Countv A 

*tSouthampton CBC.—304 dwellings for Hoglands 
Redevelopment Scheme BE. Civic Centre Dep 


£5. Tenders by December 5. 
*Sonthen4-on-Sea CB,—Communitv Centre at Nor 
wich-ave. Boro’ A, 30, Alexandra-st. Dep. £2 
*t+West Riding CC.—Stripning and reslating of roof 
at Colne Valley Slaithwaite CE Controlled Sch. Counts 
A. Dep. £2 2s. 





OCTOBER 18. 

*East Riding CC.—Renovation work including re 
placement with metal windows in wood frames of 
29 windows at St. Mary’s Church of England Bovs’ 
Sch.. Beverley. County A. : 

*Runcorn UDC.—61 garages at various estates. S 
Town Hall. 

OCTOBER 19. 

*Birkenhead CB.—70 houses, 24 flats. 9 shops and 
maisonettes at Overchurch estate, contract 2, 
apie Upton. Boro’ A, 3, Conway-st. Dep 

Ss. 

“tBradford TC.—Rebuilding of Rawson Market 
City A. Town Hall. 

_*tLeeds Reg. Hosp. Board.—Adaptation, exten- 
sion and reoreanisation to existing hosnital for 
regional radiotherapfy centre at Cookridge Hospital 
a to the Board, Park-parade, Harrogate. Dep 

s. 


*Morecambe and Heysham BC.—One block of & 
type 9 flats and one type 3 house. Three blocks of 
bg 2-bedroom bungalows. BE&S. Town Hall. Dep 

OCTOBER 20. 

*Barnes TC.—Frection of (a) 16 flats: (b) lock-up 

shop, torether with 2 flats over: (c) 5 garages. motor- 


Cycle store and dusthin store. all at Lonseale-rd. 
scheme RF&S. Municipal Offices. Sheen-la, S W.14, 

Barnsley CB.—Maternitv and child welfare and 
school health clinic at Littleworth-la., Lundwood 
BE. Town Hall. Den. £2 2s. 


*Welton RDC.—12 houses and 8 bunvalows with 
ro#ds and sewers, etc., at Bardney. Wm. Saunders & 
Ptnrs., 24. Castle Gate, Newark, or 14, Mercer-row 
Louth. Dep. £3 3s. 


OCTOBER 24. 


*Birmincham City C.—Sunply and erection of 168 
tons of fahriaated steelwork for police station at 
Duke-st. City E&S. Civic Centre. Dep. £2 2s 

East Ridine CC.—Houses for headmaster and 


headmistress and caretaker on th i f S 
SS a c > site of proposed 

Cty. Sec. Schools. Driffiel hey ’ » He 
ih lg gar ifield. County A, County Hall 
: *tIpswich CB.—Frection of Thursleston Sec. Sch 
me. Slater & Haward (F&A). 32. Foundation-st 

Pswich. Dep. £2 2s. Tenders by November 16 

NOVEMBER 1 

*tMaidstone BC.—72 flats at N *rland- 

Shepway estate. BS, Palaceave, ed 


NOVEMBER 2. 


Manchester City C.—Crematorium at Blackley 
Cemetery. City A. 
Manchester City C.—Swimming bath at Wythen- 


shawe. City 
NOVEMBER 3. 

*Slough BC.—130 dwellings at Sippenham-la. BE, 
Town Hall. Dep. £2 2s. 

*Wood Green BC.—Conversion of detached house 
at 73, Palmerston-rd. into 4 self-contained flats. BE, 
Town Hall. Dep. £1 Is. 

NOVEMBER 7. 

*East Riding CC.—One-bay fire station at Preston, 

~ Hull. County A, County Hall, Beverley. Dep. 


“Newmarket UDC.—24 bungalows at Southfields- 
cl. P. D. Lees, Architect, Council Offices, Severals 


House. Dep. £2 2s. 

*Worcester City C.—Children’s swimming bath at 
Sansome Walk. City E&S, 22, Bridge-st. Dep. 
£3 Se. 


: NOVEMBER 10. 
*Lindsey CC.—New occupational centre at Burgh- 
ley-rd., Scunthorpe. County A, County Offices, 


Lincoln. 
NO DATE. 
*Croydon CB.—Conversion and redecoration of 2 
fl at Addiscombe-gr. into 9 flats. BE, Town 
all 


MUNICIPAL AND CIVIL 
ENGINEERING WORKS, ETC. 


OCTOBER 10. 
*Crawley Development Corp.—Five circular settle- 


ment tanks, each of 162,000 gals. capacity, two 
aeration channels, each of 130,000 gals. capacity, 
pipelines, etc. Chief Engr., Broadfield, Crawley. 


OCTCBER 17. 

Birmingham City C.—Reconstruction and exten- 
sion of Albion-rd., Handsworth. City Engr. & §S 
Tenders by October 26. 

OCTOBER 24. 

Water Dept.—Raw water reservoir 
with mass concrete walls and r.c. columns and roof, 
capacity 3m. gallons, with interconnecting pipelines, 
for new water works at Clapham-rd G. H. Hill 


Bedford BC 
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& Sons (Manchester). civil engrs., 51, Moseley-st., 
Manchester. Dep. £5 Ss. 

Lexden and Winstree RDC.—Extensions and altera- 
tions to existing sewage disposal works at Dedham. 
Elliott & Brown, consulting engrs., Stanley House. 
Pelham-rd., Nottingham. Dep. £5 5s 

Newark RDC.—420 yds. 12.in. dia. sewers (iron 
pipes); 500 yds. 9-in. dia. sewers (c. tubes and iron 
pipes); 1,200 yds. 6-in. dia. sewers (stoneware pipes); 
1,300 yds. 7-in. dia. rising main (iron pipes): pump- 
ing station and sewage disposal works at Collingham. 
Elliott & Brown, cons. engrs., Stanley House, Pelham- 
rd., Nottingham. Dep. £5 Ss. 


*Southend-on-Sea CB.—Low-pressure hot water 
heating installation at Hinguar-st. Sch., Shoebury- 
ness. Boro’ A, 30, Alexandra-st. Dep. £2. 


Tees Valley Water Board.—Provision, erection and 
setting to work of additional 150-h.p. slip-ring motor 
and vertical centrifugal pump, with switchgear and 
ancillary pipework at existing Fighting Cocks Pump- 
ing Station, nr. Darlington. Engr. and Gen. Manager, 
Corporation-rd., Manchester. Dep. £5. 

Warwickshire CC.—Carriageway 24 ft. wide along- 
side existing road from Knightley Cross eastwards 
for 1} miles, including excavation, drainage, c. mar- 


ginal strips, vibrated stone foundation, etc. Cty. S$ 
Dep. £2 2s. 
OCTOBER 31. 
Manchester City C.—7,000 sq. yds. bitumen 
macadam carriageways and 930 lin. yds. 30-in. te 


9-in. dia. sewer. City S. 

Ripon City C.—Borehole 18 in.-12 in. diameter at 
Lark Hill for City Water Undertaking. Herbert 
Lapworth Ptnrs., engrs., 25, Victoria-st., SWI. Dep. 


£5 
NOVEMBER 7. 

Battle RDC.—1,400 lin. yds. 7-in. dia. stoneware 
sewer, etc.; 500 lin. yds. 4-in. dia. spun-iron pump- 
ing main; and ejector station with access road. 
fencing, etc. John Taylor & Sons, engrs., Artillery- 
row, SWI Dep. £5 


GENERAL BUILDING WORK 
(LONDON) 


Denmark Hill.—Mepicat ScHoot ExXTENSIONS.— 
Proposals have been made for the erection of a 
£90,000 extension to King’s College Hospital Medical 
School on land at the western end of the school. 
Construction will be carried out in two stages, the 
first costing £90,000. Provision plans for stage 2 
include a small clinical lecture theatre. The scheme, 
prepared by Pite, Son & Fairweather, AA.RIBA, 

Queen Anne’s-gate, SWI, has been approved by 
London University. and it is hoped to start building 
in the spring : 

Leyton.—DevELOPMENT.—BE&S has submitted a 
plan of land at the rear of 89-103, Hainault-rd. and 
reported on the possibility of its development for 
housing. 

Leyton.—F.iats.—BE&S has submitted plans 
received from Walthamstow BC for the erection of 
12 flats at Shernhall-st. and Lea Bridge-rd. 

St. Marylebone.—Mepicat COLLEGE REBUILDING.— 
Middlesex Hospital Medical School is to be rebuilt. 
possibly on a site at the Cartwright Estate, adjoining 
the annexe out-patients’ department. Col. J. 
Astor has made a gift of £400,000 towards the scheme. 
and it is hoped that the University of London and 
the University Grants Committee will provide 
additional funds so that building operations can be 
proceeded with. 

Stoke Newington.—Houses AND Fiats.—HC recom- 
mends approval of scheme for 121 flats and four 
houses at Lordship-rd. site. est. £267,100; also the 
appointment of QS, E. C. Harris & Ptnrs., 25 
Bedford-sq., WC1. 

Stoke Newington.—Resipentiat.—MBC approved 
revised scheme for 35 dwellings at Lordship-rd./ 
Manor-rd. site. Est. £76.364. A, Howes & Jackman 
(FF), 1, Verulam-bldgs., WC1. QS, E. C. Harris & 
Ptnrs., 3. Bedford-sq.. WC1. 

Stoke Newington.—RESIDENTIAL.—MBC | approved 
scheme for 59 dwellings at Yoakley-rd. site. Est. 
cost £125,400. 

Stoke Newington.—REeEsIDENTIAL.—MBC approved 
scheme for 58 dwellings at Portland-rise extension 
site. Est. cost £113,800. ; 
Stoke Newington.—F1ats.—MBC approved revised 
scheme for 20 two-bedroomed flats at Manor-rd. Est. 
cost £43,160. 

Stoke Newington.—Fiats.—MBC approved scheme 
for 20 two-bedroomed and 11 three-bedroomed flats 
at Amhurst-pk. Est. cost £71,450. 

Stoke Newington.—F.iats.—MBC proposes to 
acquire Alexandra Theatre, Stoke Newington-rd.. for 
erection of 11 two-bedroomed flats, four three- 
bedroomed flats, five shops and underground garage. 

Stoke Newington.—RESIDENTIAL.—MBC approved 
scheme for 60 dwellings at Milton-gdns. extension site. 
Est. cost £130,500. 

Stoke Newington.—RESIDENTIAL.—MBC approved 
scheme for 40 dwellings at 132-138, Green-lanes. Est. 
cost £87,765. 

Stoke Newington.—DeveLopMEeNT.—MBC propose 
acquisition for housing purposes of site at Yoakley-rd. 
for £15,300 (revised estimate). 

Stoke Newington.—Suops AND Ftats.—IP  per- 
mission to E. J. Harman to rebuild 96 and 96a, 
Green-lanes as shops with flats over. 

Stoke Newington.—Pustic-HouseE.—TP granted per- 
mission to Kenneth Lindy, Joseph Hill & Ptnrs., 
FRIBA, for the erection of a PH for Truman, 
Hanbury & Buxton, Ltd., in Woodberry-gr. 

Stoke Newington.—Suors AND OrFices.—TP con- 
sent to J. F. W. Kelly for two shops with offices over 
at sites of 81-3, Stoke Newington High-st 
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Westminster.—HousinG ScHEME.—Loan sanction is 
sought for £87,924 for acquisition of site for 
section IV of Churchill-gdns. 

Wood Green.—DEVELOPMENT.—BE is to submit to 
MH&LG a revised scheme for the development of 
land at Norman-ave. and New-rd. 

Woolwich.—Housinc.—Loan sanction has _ been 
received for £81,097 for acquisition of site for 38 
dwellings for Beaver Housing Society (second 
scheme). 


(PROVINCIAL) 
_ Accrington.—Megrs. of Altham sch. propose exten- 


sions. 

Adderley (Salop).—PC Covacil of St. Peter's 
Church to invite tenders shortly for restoration of the 
church premises. 

Alnwick.—RDC is considering erection of 93 houses 
amd 2 shops at mining village of Shilbottle. Council’s 
A’s, Reavell & Cahill, Lloyds Bank-chbrs., Alawick. 

Amble.—UDC seek permission to build 8 old 
peopie’s bungalows at -Melrose-gdns. UDC Surveyor, 
A. Livesey. 

Ashington (Northumberland).—UDC to build 40 
flats in 10 blocks by direct labour. S. 

Ashton-onder-Lyne.—Whitbread & Co., Ltd., pro- 
pose extensions to bottling store at Queens-rd. 


Barnsley.—TC approved plans for shop premises at 
Sheffield-rd. for Jacobs (Furnishers), Ltd., Chester- 
field, and extensiqns to factory at Stanley-rd., Stair- 
foot, for W. Sutcliffe & Co., Ltd. 

Bath.—Planning Com. propose redevelopment of 
2-acre site between Monmouth-st. and James-st 
West to provide 78 maisonettes and 16 flats, with 
shops on ground floor of 7-storey block fronting 
James-st. West. 

Bedford.—Appointment of private QS, R. H. 
Willis for preparation of additional quantities for 
drainage and ancillary works in connection with 
scheme for erection of 36 flats at Monkshill approved 
by BC. 

Bishop Auckland.—Centra!l bus station. 
J. Ford (A). 

Blackpool.—Methodist Authorities propose erection 
of a new church on Mereside estate. 

Boldon (Durham).—MH&LG approved UDC’s 
proposal to let contracts for 102 houses to R. Brown 
& Sons, South Shields (32), Gordon Durham & 
Co., Ltd., East Boldon (32), and W. D. & R. 
Allison & Sons, Whitburn (38 houses). 

_ Border (Cumberland).—RDC is contemplating erec- 
tion of further houses at Longtown. S, W. Skerry, 
Victoria-pl., Carlisle. 

Bradford.—EC received Ministry approval for in- 
clusion of following schools in 1956/7 programme:— 
St. Blaise RC Sec., £134,640 est.; Halifax-rd. Cty. 
Jun., £49,280 est.; Rhodesway Cty. Sec., £228,800 
est.; and a sch. for educationally sub-normal. 

Brighouse.—Park Royal Estates (Nightcliffe), Ltd., 
Propose to erect 19 houses at a site adjacent to Leeds- 
rd., Hipperholme. TC approved: 11 houses at May- 
fie'd estate for F. P. Leach & Sons, Ltd.: extensions 
to works for S. Marshall & Sons, Ltd.; extensions 
to works for Tufted Carpets, Ltd. 

Brighton.—New craft room block to be added to 
Brighton, Hove and Sussex grammar school, cost 
£31.000. Inquiries to Boro’ E&S, 26-30, King’s-rd., 
Brighton, 1. 

Bristol.—Scheme for new five-storey block of 
offices at corner of Queen-sq. and Prince-st. approved 
by Planning Com. 

Cheltenham.—By-law and conditional TP approval 
to proposal for a new factory at Windsor-st. for 
V.P. Sheet Metal, Ltd. 

_ Chelttenham.—By-law and TP approval for rebuild- 
ing of premises at 268/9, High-st. for Cheltenham 
Agricultural Traders, Ltd. 

Chesterfield.—Brampton Brewery Co., Ltd., pro- 
poses new PH at Keswick-dr., Newbold.—BC pro- 
Poses the erection of shops on Pevensey estate. 
Approved layout for 40 houses at Whittington estate, 
behind Swanwick Memorial Hall. Plans by S.— 
National Spastics Society proposes the erection of new 
spastic centre, £10,000 est. 


S, UDC, 





Chesterfield.—RDC proposes erection of 10 bumga- 
lows at Bonds Main. Plans by S. 
Cockermouth.—North-Eastern Housing Association, 


Curzon House, Maryport, to erect 54 houses on the 
Park-la. estate. 

Coventry.—City C to proceed with the following 
works: Maternity and child welfare centre at Alder- 
moor-la., cost £20,165: 36 flats at Manor House 
estate, cost £48,979; 140 dwellings and 2 garages at 
Wood End Neighbourhood unit, cost £190,648. 


Coventry.—HC propose expenditure of £203,000 on 
repairs and maintenance of municipal dwellings next 
year. 

Coventry.—Planning ani Redevelopment Com. 
approved in principle scheme for extending shopping 
precinct to double its present size by extension into 
Market-st. Plans by City A. 


Dawley (Salop).—UDC approved plans for erection 
of new factory on 32-acre site at Stirchley for Allied 
Ironfounders, Ltd. 

Dover.—NU of Seamen propose new building in 
Snargate-st. to provide branch office, meeting hall and 
flat and 3,500 sq. ft. office space available for lease. 
Agents: Worsfold & Hayward, Dover: A. Douglas 
and J. D. Wood (F&A), 1, Old  Burlington-st., 
London, W.1; and 19, The Beach, Walmer. 

Durham.—CC to let contract for family group 
home at Middleton-St.-George. County A, Court-la., 
Durham. 

Eccles.—Shell Mex & BP, Ltd., propose the erec- 
tion of a new office block at Silk-st. Plans by M. J. 
Skeet. ‘ Norrance.’’ Handforth-rd.. Wilmslow 
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Gateshead (Durham).—EC to make earWy start 
with new sch. for 1,200 children in Beacon Lough-rd. 
—Sites obtained for two RC schs. at Lobley Hill. 
Grammar sch. in Durham-rd. to be modernised and 
enlarged. Boro’ A&S. ie 

Halesowen.—Min. of T & CP has given provisional 
approval to BC’s proposals for replacing 447 unfit 
houses during next five years and first part of pro- 
gramme is to proceed. 

Halifax.—EC propose extensions to Heath grammar 
sch. in 1956 programme, £17,000 est.—TC received 
Ministry approval for erection of Ash Tree county 
prim. sch. in 1956/7 programme, £47,432 est. 

Hebburn (Durham).—UDC has decided on com- 
pulsory purchase of sites in Station-rd. for building 
of 41 shops at est. £100,000.—First stage of big 
redevelopment scheme.  S. 

Hebburn-on-Tyne.—Plans to be prepared for houses 
in Elmfield-rd. area for UDC. Site preparation work 
expected to be carried out in 1956 in readiness for 
house building in 1957,—Durham CC proposes fire 
station in Victoria-rd. West and 4 police houses on 
the Monkton-la. estate. County A, E. R. Clayton. 
Revised plans prepared for proposed flats on Monk- 
ton-la. No. 3 site. 

Houghton-le-Spring (Durham).—UDC 
building of 156 houses at Shiney-row. S. 

Hull.—Local Telephone Com. approved plans for 
new telephone exchange in Osborne-st., Hilton, est. 
£340,000. Work expected to begin August, 1956, 
and to proceed in stages until 1959. 

Jarrow.—TC received Ministry approval of plans 
for 10 houses at Simonside-view to cost £15,277, and 
98 houses and 24 garages at Calf Close-la. estate at 
£136,888 and 2,400 respectively. —TC seeking approval 
of scheme for 72 houses in Queens-rd. area.—Smith, 
Gore & Co., Ltd., Darlington and London, have 
prepared layout plans on behalf of Church Com- 
missioners, for industrial estate at Simonside.—Jarrow 
and MHebburn-on-Tyne Co-op. Soc., Albert-rd., 
Jarrow are to convert bakery in Birch-st. into dairy. 
Plans by C.W.S. Architects’ Dept., 90, Westmorland- 
rd., Newcastle-on-Tyne.—Outline plans prepared for 
cinema in Roman-rd. for Dawe Bros., Westgate-rd., 
Newcastle-on-Tyne. 

Jarrow (Durham).—TC approved plans for re- 
development scheme to include covered market for 
30 shops and 75 other shops. Boro’ E. | 

Leeds.—TC proposes 50 dwellings at junction otf 
Spen-la. and Vesper-la. 

Leeds.—M of E approved building of new colleges 
and schools during 1956-7 at cost of nearly £1,750,000 
Programme includes second instalments of Seacroft 
Cty. Sec., £521,268, and of Central Colleges, £359,300; 
a day special school in N. Leeds; West Leeds Girls 
High Sch. (balance), £93,725; East RC Sec. Sch. for 
boys, £197.472; North C of E Sec. Sch., £197,472; 
Beeston Hill Cty. Prim. (adaptations for use as 
secondary mod. girls. sch.), £30,000; Clapgate-la. CP 
Sch., £54.208; Swallow Hill CS Sch., £197,472; 
Gamble Hill CP Sch., £47,432; and on the reserve 
list, extension to Roseville Cty. Sec. Sch., £25,000. 

Lichfield.—The Ancient Order of Foresters, Crom- 
well House, Cannock, proposes 12 houses at Hospita!- 
rd., Hammerwich. i j 

Liverpool.—MH&LG _ sanctioned erection of 79 
dwellings at Woolfall Heath estate, 36 dwellings at 
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Upper Pitt-st. City Council propose community haji 
at Speke Civic Centre; 50 dwellings and 10 shops a 
Prince William-st. 

Liverpool.—Proposals for complete rebuilding of 
bombed city museums between William Brown-s 
Clayton-st. at est. cost of £500,000 will shortly be 
laid before City Council. 

Llanidloes.—TC proposes the erection of 25 houses 
a year for next five years. 

Lytham St. Annes.—TC approved plans for crema: 
torium and chapel at Park Cemetery, Regentaye 
Ansdell. : 

Macclesfield.—RDC approved plans for 52 houses 
roads and sewers on the north side of Butley-la,, 
Prestbury, for George Wimpey & Co., Ltd., London, 

Manchester.—EC proposes further large extension 
to Didsbury Training College. Work to commence 
before March 1, 1956, TC approved plans for new 
sec. mod. sch. of St. Francis at Gorton-la., Gorton, 
for RC Diocese of Salford. Architects, Greenhaloh 
& Williams, 15, Mawdsley-st., Bolton, and erection of 
two-storey shop at 267, Oldham-rd., Miles Platting 
for F. Tranter, 107a, Styal-rd., Gatley.—Montague 
Burton, Ltd., propose the erection of 4 upper floors 
to ground-floor shop for use as showrooms, offices 
and consulting rooms at Market-st. and Corporation. 
st., Manctester, 1. Plans by own architects depart- 
ment, Hudson-rd. Mills, Leeds.—Frederick Robinson 
Ltd., Unicorn Brewery, Stockport, propose altera- 


































tions and extensions to the Gardeners’ Arms, Wythen- 
shawe-rd., Northern Moor, Wythenshawe. Plans by 
own architects’ department.—Harry S. Fairhurst & 
Son, 55, Brown-st., Manchester, are the architects 
for 9 bungalows and 6 flats at Every-st., Ancoats, for 
the Charities of Mayes, Hartley and Sutton.—Mill- 
wards Repair Service, Ltd., 74, DeanJa., Newton 
Heath, propose the erection of single-storey factory 
at Grimsshaw-la. and Douro-st., Newton Heath. _ 

Middlesbrough.—EC considering construction of 
two community centres at Whinney Banks and 
Thorntree. Cost will not exceed £10,000 each 
Education A, Education Offices, Middlesbrough. 

Middlesbrough.—Public Libraries and Museum 
Com. approved sketch plans for £50,000 additions 
to Dorman Museum. Borough Eng. 

Middlesbrough.—Ind Coope and Allsopp, Ltd., 
Propose reconstruction work and alterations to Grand 
Hotel, Zetland-rd. Plans by C. L. Fairless, Regional 
A for proprietors, Royal Hotel-yd., Briggate, Leeds, 
= 


Middlesbrough.—Ministry inquiry has been held into 
plans by Nesham’s Garages, Ltd., to erect garage, 
showrooms and offices in Bridge-st. and Albert-st., 
an area hitherto scheduled for residential purposes. 
A. Garbutt, Archibald and Archibald (L), 23, Albert- 
rd., Middlesbrough. 

Middlesbrough.--EC approved plans for additions 
to Acklam Hall Sec. Sch. Est. £66,000. A, Needham, 
Thorp and White, High Petergate, York. QS, C. E. 


Peverley, Church-st., York. Plans for additions to 
Kirby Grammar Sch. also approved. A, Gray & 
Partner, Camden-st., North Shields. QS, J. W. 


Summers & Partners, 33, Jesmond-rd., Newcastle-on- 
Tyne. Est. £75,000. EC plans five sec. schs. at 
Prissick Farm, Marton. 
Middleton-in-Teesdale (Durham).—Scheme for Cty. 
Mod. Sch., County A, Durham. 
Morpeth.—Northumberland EC to erect cty. sec. 
mod. sch. (600 places) at Morpeth. Work included 
in current vear’s building programme but no con- 
tracts let. County A, County Hall, Newcastle-on- 
Tyne. 
“Newcastle-on-Tyne.—Newcastle District of Metho- 
dist Church proposes new churches at_ Broadway, 
Whitley Bay: Coach-la., North Shields: Churchill-st., 
North Shields: Wardley, Felling-on-Tyne: Cowpens, 
Blyth; and Chirton Grange Estate, nr. Monkseaton. 
Newcastle-on-Tyne.—Parsons & Co., Ltd., engin- 
eers, have received Ministry sanction to construct light 
railway across Shields-rd. and will now proceed with 
their plan to build a_ £3,000,000 factory for the 
development of power plant. Company’s Staff A. 
North Riding.—Plans for cty. mad. sch. at Bedale 
approved and building will start early next year. 
County A, County Hall, Northallerton. : 
North Shields.—Foots & Co., Ltd., have applied 
to Tynemouth Corporation for 1} acres of land at 
Preston village for extensions to their existing factory. 
Northumberland.—MofE approved following plans 
for inclusion in the EC’s building programme for 
1956-7: Wallsend Cty. Tech. Sch., £223,800; Corbridge 
Cty. Sec. Sch., £93,456; Alnwick RC Sec. Sch., 
£49.368; Belford Cty. Sec. Sch., £49,368; Allendale 
Cty. Sec. Sch., £59,368; Newburn Cty. Sec. Sch., 
£148,104: Castle Ward Cty. Sec. Sch., £108,785; = 
cty. prim. schs. in Castle Ward, £108,785, £96,55 
and £47,432; completion of South-East Northumber- 
land Cty. Grammar Sch., £118,483; part of Gosforth 
Cty. Sec. Sch., £106,145; part of Gosforth Cty. Prim. 
Sch., £42,350; and Ashington Cty. Grammar Sch., 
£100,000. EC is pressing for inclusion of other pro- 
jects in the programme. County A. | 
Northumberland.—New schools building work to 
provide places for 5,000 children approved by = 
of E. for 1956-7, est. cost £1m. as follows: bby 
Cty. Tech., £223,800; Corbridge Cty. Sec., EAS 
Alnwick RC Sec., £49,368; Belford Cty. Sch., £49,368; 
Allendale Cty. Sec., with hostel, £59,368; Newtae 
Cty. Sec., £148,104; Castle Ward Cty. Sec., £108,785; 
Castle Ward Cty. Prim., £96,558; Castle Ward Cty. 
Prim., £47,432; completion of South-East Northum- 
berland Cty Gram., £118,483; parts of Gosforth o 
Sec., £106,145; Gosforth Cty. Prim., £42,350; ben 
Ashington Cty. Gram. Sch., £100,000. In rese 
list is completion of Ashington Cty. Gram. 
£77 725. ite 
Northwich.—UDC S. to prepare layout for erec 
of dwellings at London-rd. ‘ 
Oldham._—BC proposes the erection of ig Ag 
hall and municipal offices Plans by Bor« ng. 


———— ——_ 
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Methodist Authorities propose erection of new church 
on Limesi tate. 
* Limes cians approved for new St. Cuthbert’s 
wa church in centre of new town at £32,000. 
Peterlee (Durham).—The J. Arthur Rank Trust has 
a a grant of 80 per cent. towards £46,000 
poor for construction of Methodist Church at 
aed and work is expected to begin immediately. 
% | Prestwich (F), Leigh, 


poateland (Northumberland).—Castle Ward RDC 
ropose to sell a site for a cinema to G. Cowan. 
P cil propose to build nine shops at Ponteland 
rae blocks of shops at Dinnington village. 
"Rochdale.—EC proposes extension and improve- 
ments to Greenbank Sec. Mod. Sch., St. Mary’s Sch. 
and Cronnkeyshaw Sch. Ratan 
Scarborough.—North Riding EC have requested the 
resident, RIBA, to nominate an architect to design 
Proposed new high school for boys on a site to the 
Porth of Scarborough Hospital, £236,966 est. 
proposed 
home at 


Bradshawgate-chbrs., 


Scarborough.—Additions costing £10,000 
to nurses” — _— adjoining nurses 
sci h Hospital. ; 
SearborouShields.-The Boro’ HC has received 
approval from Ministry for an occupational centre 
for handicapped children. Boro Eng. " ee 
South Shields.—MofE has included in EC’s building 
programme for next, year erection of infants’ sch. 
in Highfield-rd. and final instalment of Mortimer Cty 
Sec. Sch., Brinkburn. Com. is urging Ministry to 
approve erection of new RC sec. sch. as soon as 
possible. Sites to be appropriated at Summerhill-rd., 
Bamburgh-gr., es and Grotto-rd., for 
erection of nursery schools. 
Sockport.—TC approved Jayout for 300 dwellings 
on southern section of Brinnington estate. 
Stockton-on-Tees.—RDC to erect nine houses at 
Greatham. No contracts let. Plans by S, Cromer 
Lodge, Yarm-la., Stockton-on-T ees. 
Stockton-on-Tees.—Boro’ A has prepared plans for 
42 houses on Albany Estate. Tenders are being 
obtained. 
Sunderland.—TC to let contract for reconstruction 
and diversion of Barnes Burn Culvert. Plans by 1 
Donkin, Boro’ E, 27, Fawcett-st., Sunderland. 
Sunderland.—MofE approved the EC’s proposal to 


build sec. mod. sch. at Farringdon. Work will not 
commence until about January, 1957. Boro’ A. 
Sunderland.—RDC has agreed to sell land at 
Castletown to local branch of British Legion, who 
propose to build a club. | 

Sunderland.—Modernisation of works and _ exten- 


sions, George Clark (Sunderland), Ltd., Southwick 


Engine Works. Est. £400,000. 

Thornaby-on-Tees.—TC has decided to acquire land 
for houses in connection with slum cleared areas 
Boro’ Eng. 

Tow Law (Durham). 
North Cottages site. 

Tynemouth.—HC will 
houses on land previously 
Boro’ S. 

Uttoxeter.— UDC 
from Birmingham 

Wallsend.—Preliminary plans prepared for proposed 
RC infants’ sch. at Willington Quay Est. £51,000 
A, Robert Burke (L), Lambton House, Lambton-rd.. 
Newcastle-on-Tyne. 

Wigan.—Salvation Army propose the erection of 
a new Salvation Army hall at Millgate A. Leach, 
Rhodes and Walker (A), 90, Deansgate, Manchester 

Wolverhampton.—-TC proposes extensions to town 
hall and branch library at Probert-rd.. and erection 
of 232 dwellings on the Dale-st. site. 

Workington.—-Workington Beehive 
Society, Ltd., proposes additonal stores 
at Oxford-st. 


UDC to build 28 houses on 


plans to build 
for a cinema. 


consider 
reserved 


to erect 100 houses for overspill 


Co-operative 
to premises 


TENDERS 


accepted. 

provisionally accepted 
recommended for acceptance 
accepted subject to modification. 


* Denotes 

Denotes 
: Denotes 
§ Denotes 


€ Denotes accepted by H.M. Government Depart 
ments. 
_ Barnsley.—Four aged persons’ dwellings at Chape 


a., Carlton, for TC: *Parkin & Sons, Carlton 

Belford (Northumberland).—23 houses on Ingram 
estate. Bamburgh, for RDC: *R. Carse & Son, Amble. 
£36,408 (Reduced tender approved by MH&LG) 
Bradford.—New workshops at Drummond Sec. Sch 
for EC: *J. Totty & Sons, Ltd.. 3/9, Stanacre-p! 
Leeds, 3, £9,770. Second storey over existing canteen 
at Ludlam-st. Depot: *Thos. Obank & Sons, Ltd 
Thackley, Idle, £10,993. 164 ‘t No Fines ** dwellings 
at Parkside estate for TC: *Geo. Wimpey & Co.. Ltd.. 
London, £257,112. 10 agod persons’ bungalows at 
Thorpe Edge estate: *T. A ae, 3, Green-close 


Bradford 

Brighouse.—Erection of 6 old persons’ bungalows 
and & three-bedroom houses at Deep-la. for TC 
Hare & Lister, Ltd. £17,235 (revised tender) 
Burnley.—New factary premises at Heasandford 
Industrial estate for Belling & Co.. Ltd.: *Wm 
Townson & Sons, Ltd.. Higher Swan-la., Bolton 
Cheadle (Staffs).—14 houses and 16 flats at 
Dandillions .estate for RDC: *J. A. Bailey & Sons 


(Bldrs.), Ltd., Tape-st., Cheadle, £41,891. 
: Chesterfield. 66 houses at Pevensey estate for TC 
E. A. & H. A. Tomlinson, Ltd.. £94,000. 90 
houses, toads amd sewers at Old Whittington site 
Geo. Wimpey & Co., Ltd.. London, £163,000 
Dagenham.—Marks Gate Estate:—Contract 6—42 
flats and 38 houses, *S. R. Brvett, £118,779; Contract 
—8 flats, 66 houses and 18 garages, *Jenners 
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(Builders), Ltd., £119,000; Contract 8—64 maison- 
ettes, *S . Bryett, £117,699 

East Retford (Notts).—13 houses at 
RDC: *J. Brown (Retford), Ltd., 31, 
Retford, £17,506 

Glasgow.—286 houses as unit 7 at the Castlemilk 
housing site. Architect, Archibald G. Jury (F), Plan- 
ning and Architectural Dept., Glasgow’ Cross. 
Glasgow: *The Scottish Construction Co., Ltd., 28 
Renneld-la., Glasgow, £339,363. 

Greenock.—52 houses at the Braeside Fousing de- 


Misterton for 
Cobwell-rd., 


velopment. Architect, Robert Rankine (F), Master 
of Works Offices, Municipal-bldgs.. Hamilton-st.. 
Greenock: *Blackburn (Dunbarton), Ltd., Jameston. 


Alexandria, £56,879. 

Greenwich.—{1) 22 flats and ancillary buildings at 
Blackheath-hill; (2) 11 dwellings at Ormiston-rd. and 
Halstow-rd., *Hawker Smith, Ltd., 1, /est-st., 
Erith (1) £55,366; (2) £22,979. BE&S, F. H. Clinch, 
BSc, MICE, MIMunE. Qs, G. F. K. White, 
FRICS, Cardiff and London. 

Halesowen.—For TC:—8 houses at Olive-la.Farm 
site: *S. J. Smith & Co. (Bidford), Ltd.. Wednesbury, 
£12,964. 16 houses at Wall Well site: *Nathan Hyde, 
Ltd., 6, Claremont-rd., Sedgley, £23,156. 

Hanley (Staffs)\—Modernisation of Hanley railway 


station for British Railways: Price. Ltd., 
Barnsley-rd., Doncaster 
Honiton.—14 houses at Wilmington for RDC 
*H. E. Hansford, of Honiton, £23,733. 
Jarrow.—Modernisation and extensions to Shell- 
Mex and BP installation and depot: *Tarslag, Ltd., 


Stockton-on-Tees. 

Keighley.—Church hall at Station-rd., Cross Hills, 
for Kildwick PC Council: *J. Barritt. St. Andrews- 
ter., Kildwick-rd., Cross Hilis, nr. Keighley. 

Liverpool.—Works for City Council: Erection of 
final portion of Police Divisional Headquarters. 
*Unit Construction Co.. Ltd.. Speke Boulevard 
Liverpool. 19; £29,274; 32 flats, 14 shons and 10 
garages at Southdene, Kirkby. Unit Construction 
Co.. Ltd., £90,873: 78 garages at Speke. *Hibberts 
(Builders), Ltd., 103, Rockbank-rd.. Liverpool, 13 
£15.765: ambulance garage at Westminster House 
*Hughes & Stirling, Ltd.. Bootle. £10,430. 

London.—Headquarters for the Metal Box Co. at 
Baker-st., St. Marylebone, *McAlpine, Ltd., £1m 

€London (Air Ministry).—Contracts to the value of 
£500 or over for the week ended October 1:— 

Painting work: T. & G. Saxton, Station-st.. Mans- 


field. Woodhouse, Notts: T. E. Cundy & Son, Ltd 
28, Belgrave-rd., Leicester: Kyle Stewart (Contrac- 
tors). Ltd.. 338, Kilburn High-rd.. NW6; Geo. Jones 
& Son (Contractors), Ltd., 91, Everton-rd.. Liver- 
pool, 6; James Garvey & Co., 111/113, Divis-st., 
bridge), Ltd.. 26/46, Sturton-st., Cambridge. 

Belfast Waterproofing work: Messrs. McCartney. 
Ltd... Birkett House. 27, Albemarle-st.. ]2 


irtificers’ work: F. Rendell & Son, Ltd., 11 12, St 
John-st.. Devizes, Wilts: Kerridge (Cambridge), Ltd.. 
6/46, Sturton-st., Cambridge. Building work: A. J. 

Yunning & Sons (Weyhill), Ltd.. Weyhill, Hants: 
Walter G. Birch (Harrogate), Ltd., Montpelier-rd.. 
Harrogate: A. G. Carter, Ltd.. Kakenham, Norfolk; 
J. M. Jones & Sons (Builders), Ltd.. Highway Works. 
Maidenhead, Berks: C. Svms & Sons, Ltd., 132. 
lLondon-rd., Calne, Wilts: Charles R. Pryce, Barnsley- 
rd.. Doncaster: Downing. Rudman and Bent, Ltd., 
Chippenham, Wilts. 

London (British Railways).—Contracts placed by 
Loreilon Midland Region:—*Butterley & Co., Ltd., 
Butterley, nr. Derby, reconstruction of superstructure 
of bridge No. 2 on Horninglow branch over Derby- 
rd Burton-on-Trent. *Leonard Fairclough, Ltd.. 
Adlington, Lanes, staff amenities and stores at Crewe 
carriage shed. *F. B. Jones & Rawlinson, Ltd., 
Leaf-sq.. Salford, new messroom and office accom- 
modation at Trafford Park ‘‘A’’ goods depot 
*leonard Fairclough, Ltd.. Adlington. Lancs, recon- 
struction of bridge No. 13 at Norton Bredge on 
Crewe-Stafford line. *J. Bowen & Sons, Ltd.. George- 
st.. Balsall Heath. Birmingham, 12. for improvements 
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at Vauxhall and Duddeston station, Birmingham 
*Wellerman Bros., Ltd., Dun-st., Sheffield, 3, timber 
catamaran at Anchor Line Basin, Barrow. *J. E. B 
Wheatley, 3, Diamond-ave., East Kirkby, Notts 
repair and repointing of brickwork of Giltbrook 
Viaduct and Little Eaton Viaduct. *Cement Gun 
Co., Ltd., Gunite House, Great West-rd., Brentford 
Middx, repairs to coaling plant structure at Derby 
motive power depot. 

_ London (Metropolitan Police).—Result of tenders 
for Metropolitan Police building works: Painting and 
repairs to boxes, **Z’’ Divsion, *J. & C. Bowyer 


Ltd., £1,274. External redecorations and _ repairs 
hr ee Police Station, *Geo. Butters & Sons 
£1,145. 

{London (MoW).—Contracts placed by Ministry of 
Works:— 

Week ending August 17: Midlothian: Post Office 
Supplies Depot, Sighthill, Edinburgh, erection of 


storage shed No. 2, J. Wight & Co. (Edin.), Ltd., Earls 
Gate Works, Grangemouth. Ross and Cromarty. 
Stornoway, erection of coastguard staff houses and 
duty room, Murdo McLeod & Sons, Ltd., 13, Scot- 
land-st., Stornoway. (Omitted from previous return. 
Week ending August 24: Anglesey: Holyhead, erection 
of ATE, Pochins (Contrs.), King-st. Works, Middle- 
wich, Cheskire. Hampshire: Tidworth Barracks, phase 
3 of the modernisation, A. Roberts & Co., Ltd., 79, 
Eccleston-sq., SWI. Ordnance Survey Office, Crab- 
wood (Maybush), Southampton, external and interna! 
painting, J. J. Hamilton & Sons, 8, Hockmere-st.. 
Cowley, Oxford. London: 15-17, Young-st., Ken- 
sington, W8, alterations, etc., F. Troy & Sons, 131, 
Gt. Suffolk-st., SE1. Horseferry House, Horseferry- 
rji., SWI, alterations and decorations to canteen and 
kitchen, R. Dixon & Sons, Britannia Works, Park- 
walk, SWIO. PO Savings Bank, Manor-gdns., N7 
internal decorations, Svkes & Son, Ltd., 8, Essexest., 


WC2 Middlesex: HMSO, Headstone-la., Harrow, 
internal decorations, A. Roberts & Co., Ltd., 79, 
Eccleston-sq., SW Monmouthshire: ROF, 
Glascoed, extension to building works dept. and 


construction of new 40 mm. transit shed and inter- 
connection of buildings Nos. 881 and 883, Hinkins 
& Frewin, High Cross, Rogerstone, Newport. 
Norfolk: Diss, erection of telephone exckange, G. A 
Kenney & Sons, Ltd., Army Works, Burrell-rd 
Ipswich. 

London (St. Pancras).—62 flats, a public house and 
6 shops at Golding-cres. for MBC, *Building Dept 
£217,985. 

{London (War Department).—Works 
placed for week ended September 24:— 

Berks: Painting and decorating, N. S. Long, Ltd.. 
Reading. Devonshire: Painting and decorating, T. H. 
Kenyon & Sons, Ltd.. Exeter. Essex: Building work, 
W. & C. French, Ltd., Buckhurst Hill. Hampshire 
Roadwork. Wm. F. Rees, Ltd., London. Kirkcuda- 
brightshire: Miscellaneous, Clemie & Co., Kirkcud- 
bright. Leicestershire: Building work, Thos. Barker & 
Sons, Loughborough. Lincolnshire: Miscellaneous. 
C. V. Russell & Son, Newark. Merioneth: Painting. 
N. S. Long, Ltd., Shrewsbury. Middlesex: Building 
work, Ferris Bros., London; painting, Fields, Ltd.. 
Richmond. Surrey: Painting and decorating, T. H. 
Kenyon & Sons, Ltd., London. Worcestershire 
Building work, Spicers (Builders), Ltd., Worcester 
Yorkshire: Building work, The Industrial and Decors- 


contracts 


tive Arts Co., Ltd., Mansfield 

Lytham St. Annes.—9 houses at Smithy-la. site 
for TC: *Hardmans_ Builders (Kirkham), Ltd 
£118,665. 

Manchester.—New offices and warehouses for 
Tenants (Lancs), Ltd.: *Wm. Thorpe & Sons, Ltd 


Chester-rd.. Old Trafford, Manchester. 

Mansfield.—42 houses at the Ladybrook estate for 
BC: *J. & W. Fleet, £58,710. 105 Reema houses 
*Hy. Boot & Sons (Reema), Ltd., £128,320 

Millom.—Eight bungalows, Victoria-st., Millom, for 
RDC Surveyor, J. Hankey: *Thomas Armstrong. 
Ltd., Cockermouth, Cumberland, £9,961. 

Poole.—Development of £150,000 shopping centre 
in Kingland-cres. by Thurloe Property Co.. Ltd.. 
Plans by Jackson & Greenen, Hinton-rd.. Bourne- 
mouth. Healey & Baker, Hanover-sq.. W1. quantity 
surveyors. *W. Hayward & Sons (Bournemouth). 
Ltd., 400b. Holdenhurst-rd., Bournemouth 

Rowley Regis.—58 houses at Corngreaves estate for 
BC Architect, R. H. Scriven. Quantities by R 
Scriven: *Eadie & Co. (Wolverhampton). Ltd., 29, 
Waterloo-rd., Wolverhampton, £82,537. 

Rowley Regis.—34 houses at Tividale Hall estate 
for BC. A, R. H. Scriven. Quantities by R 
Scriven: *Direct Labour, £48,760. 

Saltburn (Yorks).—20 bungalows for old people in 
Laurel-rd. for UDC S. R. Stroughair: *Morrison 
Bros.. Railway-ter.. East Loftus. 

Scarborough.—12 flats at Eastfield for T¢ 
Hunter (Scarborough), Ltd., £10,493. 

Scottish Special Housing Association, Ltd.--Con- 
tracts placed for the period August 17 to September 
21 


*Frnest 


(1) Site Servicing 
Cruside Construction Co., 


Glentrool, Kirkcudbright. 
Braeside, Crutown, water 


filter house. Posthill, Sauchie (100 Miller), James 
Fleming. 94, Glasgow-rd.. St. Ninian’s. Stirling. 
felling and removing trees. Lintwhite, Bridge of 


Weir (28 Blackburn), per local authority, site ser- 
vicing. Springhill, Douglas (188 Atholl), John Logan 
& Son, 13, Lanark-rd., Carluke, intake chamber. New 
Stevenson and Newarthill, Lanarkshire (290 various). 
John R. Stutt. Ltd., Potterhill. Paisley, treatment 
of open spaces. Burnbank-rd., Hamilton (68 Atholl), 
Scottish Gas Board, Hamilton, gas services. Arden, 
Glasgow (272 N/F flats), The Barony Construction 
Co.. Ltd.. Glasgow, Cl, metal _ balustrading 

Lochgelly (48 Dunedin flats), Scottish 


Crrainger-st., 
Gas Board. Kelty and Lochgelly District Gas Works 








630 


Lochgelly, gas services. Kirklandneuk, Renfrew 
Burgh (70 Atholl), South of Scotland Electricity 
Board, electricity. Stockethill, Aberdeen (16 Swedish 
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timber, part scheme), John West, 42, Merkland-rd., | Annmbank (32 Miller), site servicing. N/W Larkfield 


East, Aberdeen, handrails to steps. Kirklandneuk, Greenock, site servicing, additional work 

Renfrew (70 Atholl), Atholl Houses, Ltd., 29, Park- House Erection: Toryglen, Glasgow (60 10- 
circus, Glasgow, all trades. Davaar Island, Argyll flats), all trades. Woodmill, Duniermline an we 
(1 Trad.), Neil Ferguson, Lagnagarich, Campbeltown, quality), replacing of chimney boxes with co vd 
brickwork; J. McDougall Co., Ben-Mohr, Saddell: copes, etc. Oakley, Fifeshire (120 Weir quality) 
st., Campbeltown, carpenter and joiner. Davaar placing of chimney boxes with concrete rato ong 


Island (1 Trad.), Thomas McPherson, 25, Delaruan- Mains of Fintry, Dundee (168 N/F), additional 
ter., Campbeltown, plaster; David McKillop, 108, building and works. Maintenance: Shorter te 
Millknowe, Campbeltown, painter; Peter Macpherson marnock (32 Wilson), R. Torrance & Son Loe 
& Son, Dell-rd., Campbeltown, slating and roughcast; Polwarth-st., Galston. New Dailly, Aysrshir 122, 
Robert Armour & Sons, 30, Longrow, Campbeltown, Weir steel), James Murphy, 36, George-st 4 
plumber; J. McDougall & Co., Ben-Mohr, Saddell- Blackburn, West Lothian (170 Weir steel) "SsHA: 
st., Campbeltown, glazier. Lid. (DLO). Miscellaneous: Arden, Glasgow Mur. 
Sauchenbush, Kirkcaldy (295 Weir quality steel), doch Mackenzie, Ltd., 12/14, Draffen-st Moke. 
Frank Walker, 26, Elgin-st., Kirkcaldy, provision well, site boreholes (estimated). 2 ewan 


of concrete copes and fireclay cans). Riddochhill, Smethwick.—Holly Lane Health Centre for T¢ 
Blackburn, W. Lothian (165 Weir quality steel), James *J. Smith & Co. (Bidford), Ltd., Smith-rd., Wed 

Easton & Sons, Burnside, Bathgate, prevision of con- bury, £28,500. — 
crete copes and fireclay cans. Tullibody, Clack- Stockport.—Children’s home, Dawlish-ave., Br 

mannan (185 Weir quality steel), James Grant & Son, nington, for CBC. Architect, Boro’ A: *E Eacwiate 
Ltd., 55, Greenfield-st., Alloa, provision of concrete Ltd., 34, Victoria-st., Altrincham, £3,325. ‘ 
copes and fireclay cans. Haldane, Dunbartonshire Stoke Newington. — Lordship-rd. /Grazebrook-rd 
(120 Weir flats), Chisholm & McConachie, Grangehill 16 dwellings on site of Lordship-gr. electricity depot 


Works, Polmont, metal Fandrails. Clober, Milngavie for MBC: *Ttomas & Edge, Ltd., 25 Green’s-end 
(114 Trad.), T. P. Marwick & Co., Sighthill Indus- SE18, £34,622 (revised tender). ‘ i 


trial Estate, Edinburgh, metal handrails. Imperial Stoke Newington.—22 flats and branch library at 
Drive, Airdrie (56 Blackburn), Blackburn (Dum- Howard-rd. for MBC: *Direct Labour, £57 918 (re 
barton), Ltd., Dumbarton, all trades. Inchinnan vised tender). , - 
Bridge, Renfrewshire, Messrs. Room and Motor Sunderland.—New premises for Pennywell Work- 


Room (Min. of Trans. Building), W. Turner & Son, men’s Club. Architect, J. M. Angus, 21, Lovaine 
34, Arthur-st., Greenock, railings. Arden, Glasgow pl., Newcastle-on-Tyne: *CWS Building Dept West 
(N/F flats), James McIntosh & Son, Edinburgh, metal Blandford-st., Newcastle-on-Tyne, £27,000. 
balustrading. Beancross, Grangemouth (100 Miller), Sunderland.—Additions to Southwick engine works 
A. M. Tweedie & Co., Ltd., Glasgow, fencing. of George Clark (Sunderland), Ltd.: *Brims & Co 
Northfield, Aberdeen (60 Miller flats), A. M. Tweedie Ltd., City-rd., Newcastle-on-Tyne, £400,000. és 
& Co., Ltd., Glasgow, fencing. Mains of Fintry, Sunderland.— Alterations to provide temporary 
Dundee (126 N/F flats), Barnet & Morton, Ltd., office accommodation at Southwick Pipeworks for 
Kirkcaldy, fencing. Niddrie Mill, Edinburgh (210 Aiton & Co., Ltd., Southwick: *J. Carter & Sons 
flats), Scottish Gas Board, Edinburgh, gas. Mastrick, Deptford-ter., Sunderland. : 
Aberdeen (58 Trad. cotts., 66 Miller flats), A. M. West Bromwich.—Extensions to premises at Walsall- 
Tweedie & Co., Ltd., Glasgow, C5, fencing. Hilton, st. for Joseph Wones, Ltd.: *John Dallow & Sons 
Inverness (50 Trad.), Barnet & Morton, Ltd., Kirk- 4, High-st., West Bromwich. é 
caldy, fencing. Hilton, Inverness (250 BISF and W. Whitley Bay.—S0O houses at Earsdon Grange for 
Fairhurst), Barnet & Morton, Ltd., Kirkcaldy, TC. Boro’ E: *Thomas Armstrong, Ltd., Robson- 
fencing. Bellsmyde, Dumbarton (234 Wimpey flats), st., Newcastle-on-Tyne. 








. M. Tweedie & Co., Ltd., 44/52, Bilbao-st., Wood Green.—Phase | of Civic Centre scheme for 
Glasgow, CS, fencing. Moncur-rd., Kilwinning (30 BC, *Gee, Walker and Slater, Ltd., £332,226. 
Trad.), A. M. Tweedie & Co., Ltd., 44/52, Bilbao- Woolwich.—47 dwellings at Coldharbour estate 
st.. Glasgow, C5, fencing. Eltham, for MBC: *Direct labour, £61,741 (subject 

Work undertaken by SSHA District Labour Organi- to Ministry approval) 
sation: (1) Site Servicing: Cairnhill, New Cumnock Workington.—Diesel repair shop and office accom- 
(32 Miller), first stage site servicing. Whiskeyhall, modation at Workington motive power depot for 

British Railways: *John Laing & Sons, Dalston-rd., 
Carlisle. 
Worksop.—New motor generating house for NCB 
“Martin Cowley, Ltd., Clay Cross, Derbys.  Kilton 
B R OA p ° A C - E S 0 N Hill CP school for Notts EC: *J. E. Smith (Work- 
sop), Ltd., Kilton-rd., Worksop, £54,718. 
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= ee BUILDERS 
Building Contractors Re 
q Station Works, — Telephone:— 
a Waterloo 5474 


SEL (3 lines) 61 BARTHOLOMEW CLOSE CRAYFORD BRIDGE 
_ E.C.1 KENT 


GALBRAITH 


¢; BROTHERS LIMITED 






& ENGINEERS 
Registered Office Works : 


MONarch 7597-8 Bexleyheath 5651-4 


























